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CIIAPTEr. I 

THE llliEOiaiATION jMAN 

Of all the heroes whoso exploits have sot our history 
aglow with romance there is not one who so soon passed 
into legend as Francis Drake. He was not dead hoforo 
his life bcciinio a fairy talc, and ho himself as indistinct 
as Sir (luy of Warwick or C'roi[uemitainc. His exploits 
loomed in mytliical oxtravagaiico through the mists in 
which, for high reasons of State, they long remained 
enveloped, and to the people he seemed some boisterous 
hero of a fulk-talo outwitting and helahonring a clumsy 
ogre. 

Aiul that our Brake might Bavhl parallel, 

A mass of klau, a gyaiit ho did (pie 11. 

So punned a west-country Protestantj and oven 
now the most clumtoncd explorer of pay-sheets and 
reports cannot save his imagination from the taint of 
the same irrational exultation that passes.sod the 
Admiral’s contemporaries. .The sohorest chroniclers 
reeled with unscholarly gait as they told tlie tale, and 
the most dignilied historians made pedantic apology 
for the caiioi's they felt forced to cut, Fiom his cradle 
(E li 
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to liis grave the story is one long dviiuglit of strong 
waters, and tlic very first sip intoxicates. Peer into 
the mists that fitly shroud liis hirtli and all i.s dark, 
till on a sudden tho veil i.s riven with an outburst of 
Oatliolic fury. Then, while tho flii,sh of tho explosion 
illuminates tho scene, a .small party of desperate Pi’otost- 
ants are scon ilying for their lives, and in their mid.st 
a blue-eyed, cnrly-haired child, scarce out of babyhood, 
who is Francis Drake. 

Wo I'ieformatiou sot her seal in hi.s forehead at the 
outset. It was in the year l.^)49, wlien Iklward tho 
Sixth was king, and on Whitsunday tho now sei vice- 
book WHS to be read for tlio first time thi'oughout tho 
realm. To tho fervent sini])licity of (,lie W(iSt-couutry 
folk, to whom the mass was the beginning and the end 
of religion, it was us tliough Ohri.st were being Itanitlied 
from the earth, and ore the week was out all Devon and 
Cornwall wore in a blaxo of religioirs riot. In the heart 
of the conflagration lay Tavistock, wliero still green 
memories of tho kindly monks added fnol to tho llaiucs. 
Little mercy was there in the shadow of the old ahhey 
walls for active partisans of tho now order. About tlie 
groat centres of ti'ado there was now growing up on 
the ruins of tho Middle Ago.s a party demoeratie in 
politics .and religion, the mrclcus of tho revolutions 
to come, and of such was little FranuiKs’s father, Ifdmund 
Drake. Ho had once been a sailor they .say, and that 
is not unlikely. For his kinsman, old William llawkin.s, 
like his father before him, was a groat merohant and 
shipowner uf Plymouth, and, first of all Ikiglisluuen, 
had sailed to the Brazils in King Henry’s time. Now, 
however, Ednimid Drake had taken hi.s place among 
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tho lessor ■western gentry, and -(vas settled clo-vvn in suh- 
stantial comfort at Crowndale, hard by the town of 
Tavistoclc.’- There lie had rvoii himself powerfid friends, 
as a strong “ Eeforiuation man ” with a turn for preach¬ 
ing, which in those days, when politics and religion 
were nut yet dii'orced, took the place of political 
speaking. The groat Earl of Eodford, hiiuself the most 
powerful of the Protestant leaders, be.stowcd upon him 
his patronage. The Earl’s eldest son, Francis Kiissell, held 
tho preacher’s first-born at tho font, and endowed him 
with his own name, as he afterwards endowed Eranei.s 
Bacon. Thus honounilily the hail of the Papacy was 
baptized into the Protestant faith; hut now the iireaclicr’s 
great friends were only a source of danger. There could 
ho for liiiii no thought hut flight. Tho most powerful 
of his iiolitical patrons conld nob shield him where ho 
was; for the Earl himself, ■with all tho forces he conld 
muster at lii.s hack, dared not approach within fifty 
miles of his own seat at Tavistock. But in the good 
Protestant town of Plymouth Edmund Drake had 
friends to shelter him, for William Hawkins and hi.s 
sous oivnod a great jiart of the town. Out in the 
harbour lay St. Nicholas island, which in tho years to 
come was to he honoured with the hlue-eycd baby’s 

' Tho idea tlrat Drake was. of low birth ,seoin.s to have aiison 
from a iiUh.T,iipi'ulionaion of the word “moan,” by wliioh con- 
teniiior.'U'y triiuHlaLor.s rendered Caiudeii’a mrdiocri hiio. "Wo 
should now write “laoilorate birth” or “inidcllo dasa.” 'i'lio 
patient inveslij^iitious of Dr. Drake and othnus have shown clearly 
that tho Drakes of Tavistock freely iutoriiian'iod with tho le.saei' 
Devon gentry, iuid kraneia Drake not only seeni.s to have homo 
anna before the Qiieen’.s grant (Deralla, GoUii Ilisa, etc., p. 
bat WHS in tho habit of using those she gave him as an augmentation 
upon his family coat. 
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name, and there, as a throng of fugitives gathers for 
sanctuary, diirlnioss falls upon the prcachoi'’s llight. 

But it is only to startle ns again out of all sobriety 
■when next the veil is lifted, so like a fairy talc the 
truth appears. In Chatham reach, off the now dockyard, 
was the anchorage whore the navy ships were laid up 
when out of commission, and there too lay veteran war- 
hulks .slowly rotting to death. iSo well had Edmund 
Drake’s friends stood by him that one of these had been 
assigned to him as a dwolling-placc, .and with it an oflicial 
appointment as header of pray(n's t.o the Iloyal Navy, 
To such a nur.sory had Catholic devotion driven the 
iuo,st redoubtable of its cneiuie.s. What wonder that it 
bred a cru.stiding .sea-king! 'I’lio clatter of the ship- 
■wrights’ hammer,s in the dockyard, tlie .soa-songs of tlio 
mariner,s a.s tlioy polished tlio idle gun.s, tlie (iorce iiiid 
intemperate denunciations of his father’s fi'icnds vowing 
vongeaueo on the “idolatci'.s who hud deliled the IIou.so 
of Cod,”—such wore the first .sounds his dawning intolli- 
gcnce learnt to grasji. llis eyes could re.st nowhere hut 
on masts, .and guns, ainl the towering h nlks of the warships 
wliieh lay aiiehorcd about his lloatiiig liome. 11 is very play¬ 
things'were iu,strniunnt.s of destruction; the jiiayer ho 
li.spcd at his mother’s knee was little l)ett(ir tliiiu a curse. 

(So pas.sod the lir.st years of his l)oyhoo(l, and year 
after year was horn another sturdy little Protc.stant till 
Edmund Drake had round him twelve young ehaiiipioTis of 
llis hot opinions. “ As it pleased God,” the oli i ehroniider 
rejoiced to say, “to give most of them a being on the 
water, so the greatest part of them died at sea.” Boys 
Avho.so lullaby had been the rush of the tide and the 
hum of the wind in the staudin” rinniim wore marked 
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by destiny for a sailor’s life, and the influence -vyhich 
their fatlier coinmanded seemed to open the navy to 
their ambition. But as Francis approached the age of 
.'ipprentiec.ship all his intcre.st lya-s lost at a sti'oke. In 
the siunmor of lS5d the .sickly young king breathed 
his last, and a Catholic princess reigned in his stead. 
Frako’s party found itself fallen from the Delectable 
Mountains of Patronage into the VMlley of the Shadow 
of Death, and .soon Protestant England was chafing oniin- 
onsly at the nows that Mary tvas to niariy ivith the 
I’rince <jf Spain. The now faith, the very independence 
of England seemed at stake, and it was under young 
Drake’.s eyes that tho storm of opposition hurst. Ho 
must have .seen Wyatt ride into Ttochester and estalilish 
his headtpiartors in tho castle. Ho must have hoard liini 
call on all truo Engli.shmen to rally to his .standard to 
save tho country from the Pojjo and Spain. Pie must 
havo soon tho fleet in tlic Medway supplying the patriot 
rol)ol with artillery, and shouted with tlie rest to seo the 
Duke of Norfolk recoil hofoi-o Wyatt's banner from 
Eochostor bridge. Then caino the pan,so while London 
was hcluaguerod, and then tho block and gibbet wore 
busy with those who had failed. Friends, naine.sakos, 
perhaps even kinsmen of the Drakes, .suffered with poor 
Wyatt, and Francis wa.s at loa.st old enough to know it 
was because tlioy had lifted their hands against Spain 
and Eomo. For tho issue was so clear, and feeling so 
intouso, that children forgot their games to p)lay at 
politics. They snowballed the suite of the iSpani.sh 
Ambassador, they fought mock combats between Wyatt 
and the Prince of Spain, and once woro barely prevented 
from hanging the lad who represented Philip. 
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These were the hoy’s first recollections, and upon them 
came a rude change of fortune to hoiiii nji the hate that 
was gathering in his masterful temper for Home and 
Spain. The jireachcr’s occupation was gone, his jiro 
spccts shattered, and he liad to seize any opportunity 
to launch his sons into the world. Ti'ancis "was appren¬ 
ticed to the skipper of a small craft that ti'adod to 
Ifrance and Holland. It was a poor cud to lii.s lirightor 
expectation,s. The hard.ships of a ship-hoy on hoard a. 
Channel coaster in those da 3 '.s are to ns incoiicoiviihlc. 
In danger, privation, and cxjiosure, tlio Lad wa.s moulded 
into the man, and even ii.s his frame was heiug rudolji' 
forged into the thick-set solidity that di.stingnishod his 
manhood, so was his spirit heiiig tcmiicred in the subtlest 
medium that destiny could have clio.sim. As lie 
pas.scd to and fro uiioii the narrow seas in the moulhs 
of his hotto.st youth, lie was plunged into 1,ho most 
violent religious pas.siou which the Itefoi'inatiou ever 
evoked. For ore ho was well ou tlio threshold of 
mauhoocl, Philip was goading his TjOW Country subjects 
into a frenzy with his insane per.soentions. On (puiy, 
and market, and shipboard the lioi-ror of the luiinisition 
Was the only tallc, and the Flemings ivoi'e Hying for 
simctuary to England, i'llizaheth, who had now liogun 
her reign, received them with open ann.s, and the 
preacher too held up his head as the tide tui’iiod once 
more, llis Devonshire friend.s and patrons wisrc those 
who had stood most stoutly hy the young princess in 
the dai'kost hours of her danger. They woi'o now all- 
powerful, and Edmund Drake was gliuldcuod with the 
living of Upclmrch ou the Medway. Fortune smiled 
on Francis no loss. His master died, and out of love 
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for the lad who had served, him so Avoll left him the 
vessel on which he had been appronticcd. The young 
skipper could thus begin to trade on his own account; and 
it can hardly have been hub that he brought over bands of 
rieniish refugees, and caughtfrom them something of their 
defiant and implacable attitude tow'ards their persecutor. 

Year b}^ year the grumbling of the coming storm 
grow louder, and the narrow seas began to swarm wdth 
Protestant rovers revenging tliemselve.s with wanton 
cruelty upon Catholic shijxs. England was their haso 
and market, and at last, in January, 15G4, Spain, in a fit 
of just exasperation, closed her ports and seized every 
English vo.ssel on rvhich .sho could lay her hands. Drake’s 
trade was stopped, Init it mattered little. He sold his 
vessel and entered the service of his two kinsmen, old 
’William Hawkins’s adventurous sons. A wiser stop ho 
conlcl not have taken. The hrother-s, already largo ship¬ 
owners at Plymouth and London, were more than 
maintaining the family name for skill and enterprise. 
Captain John, the younger brother, had just returned 
triumphant from that first slaving voyage of his whicli so 
darkly ushered in the grandest era of English maritime ad¬ 
venture. The shareholders were revelling in an unheard-of 
profit, and court, commerce, and admiralty wore bowing 
hoforo the brothers as society now caresses the last 
outlironcd financial king. Tii October, H)6-l, -fohn Haw¬ 
kins sailed again to repeat his happy venture, but 
Drake did not accompany him. As soon as diplomacy 
had removed the embargo he had .sailed as purser of a 
ship, belonging probably to William Hawkins, to the 
Discayan province of Epain, and once more it seems as 
though the finger of Dc.stiny had beckoned him there to 
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.sliniv the Tvoi’k he was horn to do. Nt. iScljii.sLhin vvas 
the chief iiorb of iJJw-iya, and there at tin's moment were 
creeping from the pe.stilential dungeons of tlie Tiujuisi 
tioii the remnants of a I’lymouth crew, who had hoon 
seized when the cinhargo was (lust proclaimed. Jii si.x; 
months half of them Jiad rotted to death, and it may 
even have horn that hi.s shij) hronght homo the lirolccn 
wretehe.s that survived. 

So siicecssfid was John Hawhins’.s second voyage, and 
so alanning the activity it lircd in tlio I'higlish ports, 
that Spain liogan to trenddu for lior monopoly of the 
wostorn trade. Mlie had ahscilutely forhidden lior 
Anioricau sulijocts to trallic Avith foroigueis, and particu¬ 
larly in negro slaves, and .so indignantly did the Am- 
hassador protc.st against IlaAvlcin.s’.s conduct, that the 
OoAincil, .still ignorant of their Rtrength, Celt themselves 
obliged to hind him over the folloAving year not to go to 
the Indies. Uut if ho did not go, an expedition Avent. 
It Avas under the command of a (laplaiu Lovell, one of 
the forgotten pionoora of North America, and Avith it 
sailed Lrancis Diadco. It Avas hi.s lirsl/ sigdit of the 
fahled Indies, and one ho never forgot, hor in attempting 
to set the prohibition at dufianco in the jvort of 
Haclia, on the Spanish Main, they fomul tluun.solve.s tlio 
A'ictims of some troaoherous .stratagem Avdiich sent them 
home with tho los.s of all their Venturis. 

It Avas a hloAV Drake never forgot nor forgave, hut iu 
the folloAving jmar the attempt avus not roiseiitcd, ,'mil lie 
sought to recoup his shattered fortuno.s by serving in a 
voyage to Guinea. It Avas pi’ohahly that muler Giiptain 
George Fenner; and, if .so, he nnrst have Avit.nesHod that 
brilliant engagcinent, in AAdiich for tAVo days Avilh his 
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own ning-lc ship and a pinnace Fenner fought and finally 
drove oft' a groat Portuguese galloasse and six gunboats. 
It was the first action of a long an<l glorious series, and 
the nows of it came most timely to add its inch to the 
Icngtheniug stride of the epic. For the F’ctlicrlunds 
wore sullenly turning upon their Spanish governor, the 
English Catholics rverc staring dnmhfouiidored at the 
l)lac]rouod relics of iJarnlcy’s murder, and Elizabotli felt 
she could for the present snap her fingers at the Spanish 
Ambassador and indulge in a little more Iraccaneoring. 

It rva.s her favourite investment. For her tlie risk 
was small and the ho})es of profit too rosy to be resisted. 
It scorns strange conduct for a groat Queen, but she had 
to eiioonrago adventurous commerce, on wdiich, in those 
days of a luilf-established navy, England’s inai'itime 
position depended. The royal ships were merely a 
nucleus round 17111011 armed merchantmen gathered in 
time of war. It was as natural for the Queen to employ 
her ships in commerce while the realm was at peace, as 
it was for shipoivners to accept a charter-party from the 
admiralty at the outbreak of a ivar. The inorcautilc 
marine then formed what wc .should now' esill the naval 
reserve. The situation was perfectly understood and 
recognisedhy both G'ovorimiout and shipoiviiers. Private 
crui.sors wore a noce.s.sity to ovoiy considerable owner, 
lie kept them, .ns large firms now insure their own 
ship.s; and at a time when the dijiloniatic system was 
not yet establi.shed, a merchant who considered himself 
iuiui'od abroad liad more faith in reprisals with his 
ernisors tliiiu in complaints to his Govermnont. 

In .sueli a state of things it is hardly to bo wondered 
at that the lino was not alwa,y.s very sliarjilv defined 
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bebwoon naval and commercial expoditiniis. In Uio 
present case tliora is little doubt that both the Hawkinses 
anil lillizabetli had scores to settle in connection with 
the La llacha alfaiij and the ronfi;h nsaye of the last 
expedition to (Tuinoa. 1’lic Queen’s name, of course, did 
not appear. Tt nevor did. ft Avas nominally a ventui'o 
by iSir William (larranl ajid Co., in AAdiich the llawkiiisos 
Avere the largest snbscriber.s. The (Queen’s conti’ibution 
Avas tAvo ships of Avar. This was her Aisual practice. 'Phey 
cost her nothing. ’rhey had merely to be valued— 
not often, it AA'onld seem, much beloAV their Avorth—and 
Her Majesty then .stood us a .shareholder to the c.xtciit 
of the v<ilnation. Not a penny of cash Avas .she Avoiit 
to proAudo. The Company had (wen to lit out the shijia 
for sea. )Sho h.ad but little to lose and everything 1o 
gain, and the temptation to filibuster under such tcrin.s 
is not diflienlt to appreciate. 

Snell AA^as the expedition Avhichon Octohor 2nd, IdfiP, 
sailed out of I’lynioutli harbour with .lolm Hawkins as 
admiral, and Francis Drake as pilot or second olllcer 
of his ship. ^ ft consisted of tho Jesus and the JWiiitm 
of Her Majesty’s navy, and four other ve.ssols Aidiich the 
Company had chartered of the Hawlcinse.s. In no way 
did it dill'cr from a naval sipiadron. It had its admiral, 
its vice-admiral, ami its captain of tho land foreo.s. 
It had every kind of munition of tho latest typo; it 
even carried field-artillery, and its croAvs had hoen com¬ 
pleted by tho presagang. Tho first remUizvons Avas 
fixed at tho Canaries, and thoueo early in NoAujinher tho 
scpiadrou sailed for thoAVc,st coast of Africa. I'hey Avero 

’ Memoriwi dr las Cmarius liujlrsiss ... on las Imlias, H. 1’. 
Spain, 1580, buiidlu xviii. 
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HOW ivcll within the Povtiigucse sphere of action, and 
no time was lost in exacting reprisals for Fenner’s ill- 
nsiige. Trade in these regions was carried on in vessels 
called caravels. They were rigged and fitted like 
galleys, ivith a lofty sepraro poop, and being of light 
draught, they were admirably adapted for entering the 
rivers and inlets where the trade was done. One of 
the.se ivas picked up before the squadron I’oachcd Cape 
lllano; and on the way to Cape Verde another was 
sighted. Tt had boon captured by a Frenchman, but 
thi.s made no dill'erence to Hawkins. The Jlfinion gave 
clia.so, and took it without compunction. It proved to 
be a smart now craft of one liimdrcd and fifty tons, and 
a.s two pinnacc.s liad liocn lo.st in the foul ■woiither that 
had prevailed, it ivas ijormancntly attached to the squad¬ 
ron, and Francis Drake placed in command. 

Fur three months the squadron continued on the 
coast hunting for negroes and rortugucse caravels, and 
Drake, in the Grace of God, was not beliindlinnd in 
landing and hurning and cutting out. It was work ho 
could enjoy without compunction, though he ivas as 
religious as Hawkins himself and quite as Ininuuic. 
The institution of the slave-trade was the first genuine 
attempt at the abolition of slaveiy. Tais Casas himself, 
the apostle of the Indies, the father of philanthropy, 
had boon its ardent advocate. Forced labour in the 
Vinorican mines and plantations was rapidly externhn- 
atiug the natives. By importing black labour from the 
pestilential lieatliondom of Africa to the Cliri.stiau 
paradise in the west, the saintly missionary thought 
not only to confer a temporal and spiritual blessing 
upon the nogroes themselves, but also to save the 
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liiiliaiis wiLliouli riiiiiiii.t; Uic colonials. Ho fiiivly did 
the idea ])i'oimKO, tJial. it Keouiiid an iiis]iii';dio]i fi'oiu 
iloavcn. Its evils, of <ifmrso, soon pj'onoiDieeil thciri- 
aolvos, iuid T’hilip had forbidden the ti'iidc ox-eopt luidor 
special license from bimscilf. Of this the Kiinlish 
iiiulersLood nothiiif'; and the old Puritan capiains went 
on hiintine; slaves, just as tlu'y prayeil and fini,L;ht, with 
all their hoai't and with all I heir .streiiyth, and ncv'or 
knew a reason why they should not. 

lly the (Slid of daniiary .some live, hundi'ed iieyrnes 
hud been collected, and the S((ua<lron saileil for i.bo 
Spanish Main. "I’lie, hVoiich captain .seems to luive been 
persuaded to join hands with Jlawkins, for I)i'ake wa.s 
transferred to tlio ,hulHh, a bar<pio of lifty ton.s and one 
of the original sejuadron. fn .sevon u'oeks thoy wer'o 
lying off the island of Margarita. It was the depot 
from which were .su[)pliod tlie .struggling setile.incuts on 
the Rpani.sh Main, a.s the north coa.st of Month America 
was then called, and hero in .spite of the Spaniards’ 
pintosts tho fleet <piiotly revictnalleil. It had nowhceu 
five months at sea, and in tho.so day.s .shi[)s’ bottoms grew 
so quickly foul that if. wa.s tdready neceKsury to clean 
tliom. With the same (sflVonteiy whieli marked their 
dealings at Margarita, the well-vstored squadron put iut.o 
a lonely little port .somewhere hot-weeu (hnic.as and 
Coro in tho Clelfo Tristo, and there, for two juonths tbe.y 
stayed, lei.snrel}^ (sarecning, .scraping, and rolit.f.ing their 
weathcr-heaten ships. 

Then trade hogun in earnest, and as lawfully .as might 
be. It is a story that has hcou told more than once in 
the glorioua and di.sre])utahlc annals of llrifish enter- 
prise, and not so long ago about opium on tho coast of 
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China. The Spaniards of course refused to liny negroes, 
as the Cliiiiosc I'ofnsed to l)ny opiiuii; but Hawkins knew 
it was only because of a stringent C-ovornincnt order tliat 
they must pretend to obey. He had only as a rule to urge 
the comity of nations and the old commercial treaties 
between England and Spain for the Spaniards to buy 
his dearly coveted w'ai'o.s. If these nrgunionts failed he 
had another, whioli at La Ilacha was sure to be granted. 
Thither the JinVAh- and anotlicr shii^ wero sent, and at 
once wero fired on. For live days they blockaded the 
port, and thou Hawkins came round with the rest 
of the squadron. The lield-giins and Uvo Imndrod 
muskotcers were landed, the defences stormcil, and the 
town cleared of Spaniards. At night they Imgaii to 
steal back to trade in secret. Governor and nil, nnd 
Hawkins did not leave till ho liad thus suhl two hundred 
negroes. 

So the game continued, till the ships were so loaded 
with gold and pearls that Hawkins would not risk 
another action, and sailed away northward to take up 
the Gulf Stream for the homeward voyage. No sooner, 
however, had he passed the Yucatan channel than two 
hurricanes sliattored his fleet and drove it deep into the 
Gulf of Mexico. To proceed was impossible without 
refitting, and he boldly put into Vera Crnsi. San Juan 
do Ulua, as it was then called, was the port of the 
city of Mexico itself, and twelve large ships laden -with 
gold and silvoi' lay in the harbour waiting for the rest 
of the Plato tlool and its convoy. They wore hourly 
expected, and nc.xt day they arrived olf the port to find 
it in the posso.s.sian of Hawkins. The whole yeai'k 
produce of the Indies was thus at his mercy. The galleons 
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witliiii the jiort wore defcnecless, iuid tlu' fleet outside 
iiuist 1)0 uttcvly destroyed by the Arst gale nnloss bo 
poniiittcd it to eiitci'. Never liiid Hiicli a di’auy,lit l)eou 
bold to an Enylislimim’& li[).s. I!ut Jobii Hawkins u-as 
lionost and discreet enough to resist the temptation, 
anil :i fomuil eoiivention was nnule l)y which the 
Spiiniards were to be allowed to come in and the 
English to relit. 

Hawkins ficrupulonsly observed tlie (lOi'ins of the 
agroeineut, Init Don Martin Enrii(uoz, tlio new Viceroy of 
Mexico, who was with the iicet, had come out with .specitd 
orders about that “enemy of Hod,” Jolm [IinvIciiiR, 
and bo saw too well a road to high iavour with I'liilij), 
Eor throe days the English were snllbred to disinanilo 
their ships, and then, in .spite of oaths and hostages and 
the sacred word of the Viceroy as a gentleman and a 
soldier, they were treacherously attacked. 'I’liough the 
surprise wnis complete, a <lo.s])orato re.sislanco was made. 
Four Hpanish shi])s wore .sunk, the flagship rodnecd to 
a wreck, over five hmnlrod of their men slain, and at; 
last it was only hy liro-slup.s that Ilawkin.s could ho 
di.slodgod. The Je&ns, the Miidoii, and the little ,/ndilh 
wore all that got clear, and J)i'ako him.self, it is said, 
only escaped hy .swarming on hoard along a haw.ser. 
The rest of the ship.s were lost, and ,so .shattered 
was the Jenns that she had to he abandoned with 
all the iiunionsQ proceeds of the voyage. Hrnwded 
with the cJ’ews of the lo.st ships, riddled with .shot, and 
only half-victualled, the Minion, and the Jmlith began to 
stagger homeward.s, wdiile the Rjianiards enjoyed their 
ill-gotten success. In idl tho.se wiu'.s it was hy far 
the richest victory which the Spaniards gained over 
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the Englihli, and of all the moat dearly piuchaaed; 
for not only did it win for Philip and his perjuied 
Viceroy the mortal enmity of John Hawldns and 
Francis Drake, hut it showed them the path to their 
revenge. 



CJ-TArTTCIi TT 

■rirn srAmKJi main 

In England tlio nows of Uio tUsaster produced ii pro¬ 
found sensation. It may fairly Ixi said to mark the 
opening of a now kook in tho groat oiiio of tlio reforma¬ 
tion, Eor tho lirst time tho long cominorcial intimacy 
hetwoon England and Hpain nx'oivod a vudo sliock, and 
from that shook it ^lincd and died, llitlun’to tho jiarty 
in the Council that holiovcd Eugd.aiid’.s true policy to 
he a policy of allianeo with Spain liad more, than hold 
their own; but on January 2.‘trd, 15(!!), a woatlmr-hcatcu 
man was riding po.st from, Dyinouth along tho Loudon 
road with the tidings rvhicli rvere dcsstinod at last to 
turn the sualo. 

That man was Francis Oralco. Jfn had heen tlio first 
to arrive from tlio perilous voyage. tSineo the fatal 
night ho had .seen nothing of his kinsman. Ho 
had put into Plymouth in great extremity, and in 
spite of his long priAuitions, liad hcon doRpatched hy 
AVilliam HuAvkiiis posl,-haste to tho Oounoil on tho spot. 
It was in a oritieid moment that ho oamo. Marmod hy 
tlio i'ostle.ssnoss of tho Nor'thom Catholic,s and tho .sus¬ 
picious preparations rvhicli Philip’s Viceroy, tho Ihdco 
of Alva, wuis making in tho JMothorlaii.d.s, Elinahoth was 
“taking caro” of a largo treasuro which hail licou 
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chaised into her ports hy the Protestant rovers in the 
Channel. It was money horroived to pay Alva’s army, 
and the 8})ani.sh Amha-ssador was loudly prote.sting. 
Determined not to let it go, the Queen was yet at her 
wits’ end for an excu.se for keeping her hold, and Drake 
reached the Council door.s in the nick of time. At the 
moment when the Amhassadov W'as pressing his claim 
with a cogency that was not to be resisted, he surklenly 
found him,self recoiling before a new argument. For the 
Queen was parrying his home-thrust with denaamls for 
an exjihinatiou of the outinge offered to her tru.sty mer¬ 
chant j and, till satisfaction rvas given, she wnis liatly 
refusing to loose her hold on the treasure. 

A few days later Hawkins arrived in a worse ca.so 
than Drake. At first he accused hi.s kinsman of having 
de.scrtcd him, hut in the official iurpiiry, which was 
immediately hold, the accusation w-as not repeated. He 
liad probably lieen satisfied with the explanation Drake 
would naturally have given him, that, as ho was already 
ovoi'loaded and short of provisions, he thought it hi.s 
duty to get home a.s rpiickly a.s possible. 

Drake was not present at the inquiry. \Yhile ho 
wa,s waiting for the residt of the (inoen’s demands for 
redress on behalf of her follow-adventurers, he took 
.service in the navy. The Queen’s retention of the 
trea.snrc had been followed by embargoes on both sides. 
Trade with Spain wa.s stopped, war with France rvas 
iuuninent, and Sii' William Wyntcr was sent out with a 
strong fleet under orders to relieve the French rebels 
inEochollo ami convo}! the English merchant fleets to 
the Baltic, where the swelling trade of the country had 
pushed a now outlet. It was under him that Drake 
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probalily served, and in his, hidiool learnt all that the 
royal ficrrico could teach. 

In the huniiuer ho jjot leave, and on duly 4th wa.s 
nuiiTiud to Mai'y Newman, a Devonshire girl, who lived 
at St. Ihidnaux close liy the town of Plymouth. J!ut ho 
can have had hut little leisure to enjoy his now hajipi- 
ness. J^or England was t)as.sing through one of the 
greatest cidses of all her liistory, and ovciy one Icnew it. 
Men believed that the ousuitig year ■would decide, the 
fate of the Rofurnuition, and a prc.sontimcut of coming 
evil hung over the Jiation. In the winter the insurrec¬ 
tion of the Northern Catholics prematurely exploded, 
and though it 'wa.s ca.sily sinotlici’cd, tlio sucecbs of the 
Covei'iimout <lid little to relievo the situiition. The 
dawn of the year l!>70 was diirkcncil with tlie tlii-eiiteu- 
ing shadow of a ci'usado for the r(ileuse of Mary Ktuart. 
England rchoundcd with •warlike jirojjarations; the 
force,s of the south and west wore aiiobilisedj every 
available sliii) was lacing laroiight forwiml for sorvieo; 
anid dohu llawkiais was caprippiaag ii foa’co which was 
snjaposofl to be umler orders to iutoa-cejit the Plate fleet 
at the Azores, Wo see all Eaagliuid at this aaioaiieiat 
agitated b}"'the rough gaists that herald tlio atoi'ni; wo 
see her overshadowed wdtli w;ir-cl(jiuls; the laerizeii 
blackoirs with coaning tlangoi', auad like ai gloaiii of haapo 
tlio white sails of two small vo.ssols scudding westnurd 
out of iflymoixLh hairhonr detach thoiusol\'o,y Inlghtly 
against the siirrounfliiig gloom. 

The secrecy which shroiidod this daring expedition is 
still impeiiotnible. It -was only knoavn that Itrancis 
Drake had sailed with two sniidl vessels, the Drtii/on and 
the Swan, to rcooiinoitre the Wpauisli Indies till ho found 
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at tlio very wcll-fijiring of her life a point viicrc some 
torrililc rvouiul could bo inflicted on Eugkiiid's enemy. 
In .England it was always believed to be a private 
venture for revenge, which began and ended with Drake 
hiniself. Like Hawkins, he was burning to rescue from 
the clutch of the Inquisition the comrades of the last 
voyage who had fallen into the hands of the Sjianiards. 
Diplomacy had failed to obtain redi'e.sa for their losses, 
and both were bent on repiisids. Still, when we con- 
fciihu' the demand there was at this moment fur navid 
oilicors, with what care the intelligence department was 
being organised, and finally how the expedition was pic- 
pai’od under the eyes of Ilrake’s old patron, William 
Hawkins, who was now C4overnor of Plymouth, it is im- 
lio.wiblo to licllcvo that the (.lovcrnnieut was not in some 
way concerned. Without the incentive of a special 
mission Drake would hardly have sailed while his old 
commandfsr was hourly expecting to be loosed on tlie 
Plate fleet; and the truth most probably i.s that Hawkins 
had .suggested tlie po.ssibility of reprisals in the Indies, 
that his idea had been favourably received as being loss 
lilci.dy to lead to an open rnptnrc than action in Europe, 
and that he had employed Drake to secure the nocussarji 
information. 

In the following year the expedition was repeated 
with the Swan only. Whatever Drake did and whatever 
ho saw, the cfl'ect of thc.se two adventurous voyago.s was 
to earn him a reputation for Immauity with the Spaniards 
and beget in him a magnificent contempt, for their iiower. 
Ho velnrned with his head full of a scheme so wild in its 
daring that in the bare contem 2 )lation of its extravagance 
we seem transported into the world of the Seven 
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Champions. Spain hestrid tho world like a Oolo.s.sn.s, 
half Europe wa,s crawling hctwcou its legs, and I)rako 
was voluntcoi'ing with a jest on hi.s li[).s to .steal tho hcii 
that laid tho giant’s golden cgg.s. Tho two yoai'.s of 
daiigor through which the State had Ju.st [)assud had hrod 
a spirit ripe to applaud such an enterprise. Eliijalioth’s 
oxcommiuiication, and tlicdiBcovery of tlio great Tlidolplu 
plot, had filled her with an ugly desire for retaliation 
both against Romo and S])ain, and the relations heiweou 
London and Madj'id wore .stiuincd once more to hroakiiig- 
poiut. Although ill last she wisely smiled upon Alva’s 
.suggestion that they shoidd kiss aud ho friends yet a 
little while, ati adder’s poison was uudei' her lips. In 
(leforeneo to the i’l'oeonsul’s wishes she ndused any 
longer to harbour tho savage Jdc la Marek and his 
Tcggai'.s of tho Sea under tho gnus of her (Jinf|uo- 
Ports j hut tho rrovernor of Plymouth rocioivod no oi'de.rs 
to stay two wicked little ciaifb wliicli under his very 
eyes 'were being fitted out with every device which tho 
latest science could suggest. 

For Francis Drake had found friends to back liis wild 
scheinc, and on '\Phitsunday eve, May 24tli, ir)72, lie 
sailed out of Plymoutli Sound on hoard the i’a.s/m, of 
seventy tons, aud in his wake was tho little Hu'tw, of 
twenty-five, in command of his brother John. Another 
brother, Joseph, was with him too, and .lohu Oxculuim 
of tragic memory, ami others whoso names Avore destined 
to ho not entirely lo.st in tlie coming hlazo of lirilliant 
rcpntatioiis. The Spaniards alway.s said the (iueeu Avas 
among tliose Avho suhscriliod the cost, lint he that as 
it may, no .ship in her navy Avas bettor fnnh.shod than 
these. In all respects they miulit have huou Her 
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Majesty’s own men-of-war, and yot the whole project 
wears the air of a schoolboy’s escapade. The crews 
all told, men and boys, numbered but seventy-three 
souls; there was but one of them had reached 
the ago of thirty, and their modest end was nothing 
less than to seize the port of Nombre de Dios, and 
empty into their holds the Treasure-House of the 
World. 

On his previous voyage in the lonely depths of the Gulf 
of Darien, Drake had discovered a little hindlocked bay.^ 
Hero he had Ijuried his surjdus stores, and here on July 
12th ho hove-to his tiny squadron. Secure in the solitude 
of these rrntroddon shores, he intended at his leisure to 
set up three dainty pinnaces which ho had brought 
from riymouth in piece.?, and with which the attack 
was to bo made. No sooner, however, had his heat 
passed the narrow entrance of his hiiling-pluce, than ho 
saw smoke rising out of the dense tropical forest in 
which it was embosomed. His fastness had been 
profaned, and after returning to the .ships for more 
strength and arms, he went ashore and boldly idimged 
into the tangled vegetation to solve the mystery. Not 
a soul wa.s to he soon, hut a leaden tablet met his view, 
informing him that some prisoners whonr last year, in 
defiance of aU precedent, he had released instead of 
drowning, had betrayed his hiding-place, and that the 
Spaniards had removed his stores. One of his former 
crow had conducted a rover called Garrett to the spot, 
but, in alarm to find the place had been discovered by 
the Spaniards, he had hurried away, and the only ti'aces 

1 1‘robbibly tUo lower Puerto Esooiulido (Hidden Hiirbour) marked 
on Keith Jolmston’s map. 
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left of him -wore the kindly warning on the leaden 
tablet and tlio smoiiklcring lire. 

Eut Drake was not Ko easily daimtcd. lloliad lixod 
on the spot for sotting U]) his piinnaces, and ho did not 
moan to leave it till they were alloat. d'he ships Avanvs 
brought in, a pontagoiud cntronoliment inarkeil out on 
the shnro, and all hands wore soon hard atwoik elearing 
the ground about it iiiid iiauling the felled trees togutlier 
to make an ahattis for its defence. 

So protected, the earpeutors iie.'ct day got to Avork 
on the pinnaces, Imt it Avas ojdy to ho intcjTnpted by 
the appearance of a su.s[ticions .s((nadr()n bearing straight 
for the harl)oni'. It consisted of a slhp, a caravel, and a 
launch or shallo]). Tt, proved to bo nothing Averse than 
a vos.sul of Sir Edward Morsoy’s, (laptain Jinnes llanse, 
with tAvu Spani.sh prizes in com])aiiy. Ned Horsey had 
Ijeon a uoialdo pirate in the old wild days Avlion jMary 
was on the throiio, and any man in his (unploy was aiot 
likely to prove bad company for a venl.ure like the one 
in hand. No sooner had dtanso heard wliat tvas in tlio 
wind than ho bogged to stand in Avith Drake, ;iud 
the two rovers, with all tlio solemnity of ink and Ava.v, 
drew np a deed of jnirtuer.sliip. 

In a week the pinnaces wore ready, and the eom- 
hinod sepuulron stole out of its hiding-place. I’rncec‘ding 
north-AvestAvard along the const, on the third day they 
reached some fir-clad ishinds, Avliich they called Tshis do 
Pinos. Jdero, too, they found tlnmisolves forestalled, 
ySoino negroes avoio in possession, loading jdanks and 
timher into two frigates or small galley.s from Noinbro 
do Dios. The men wore seized and migtirly (juostioiied 
for iiGAvs of the state of the town. Their infermalion 
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was as had as it could he. Tlio waste of hill <ui(l 
forest that lay on either side of the road from Panama 
to JMomhre de Dios was occupied by a savage black 
people whom the S^janiards called ChiiuirroiiPS, a word 
our seamen corrupted into Maroons. Eighty years ago 
a number of African slaves had been driven by the 
cruelty of their masters to take to the woods, and 
having found favour in the eyes of the Indian women, 
they had now grown into two great tribes, whose terrible 
mi.ssion it was to roh, and kill, aiid toituro ayery 
iSpaniard on whom they could lay their hands. Filled 
with the savage cruelty natural to so mongrel a 
race, possessed of a splendid physique, and alarmingly 
prolific, they were dreaded and treated hy the Spaniards 
like wild boasts. So formidable had these terrible 
tribes become, that this very jicar they had anniliilatod 
a strong force which a chivalrous Spiinish gentleman 
had voluntoored to lead against their .stronghold. Six 
wook.s ago they had almost succeeded in surprising 
Nombre de Dios itself, and the Governor in great 
alarm had sent to Panama for reinforcements. 

Nothing could have fallen out worse. The town on 
whose .sleejiy security the .success of the expedition 
depended would ho all on the alert, and without shame 
Drake might well have reconsidered his determination. 
But for him the nows was but a reason for immediate 
action, on the chance that the troops had not yet arrived 
from Panama. With that remarkable foresight which 
seemed alwaj^s to temjier his rashost mood.s, ho sot the 
uegfoe.s ashore, trusting they would find their i\'ay to 
the Maroons with a good report of his kindness, and, 
at the same time, made rajiid jreparations to reach 
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Nombro rlo ])ios before tlicy could report Iiih presence 
on the coast, in case tlicy wore so niincleib It was 
arrangod tiuit the three shijis and tlio caravel ^vere to 
lie bidden amongst the Pine Islands under Uanse, while 
Drake himself made the attempt with the three jiitniaces 
and the shallop. Fifty-three of his own men and twenty 
of Liaiise’s were picked for the serviee, and on the 23ril 
the last farenmlls were said as the four hoiiis rowed oil' 
on their desperate adventure. 

The arms us yet were lying snngly packed in chests. 
In l.hair selection Drake showed a scluilaily respect for 
tlio liitest ideas of infantry oflicevs, no less than that 
almost hnmoTons originality which is so chaviicLm’istic of 
all his exploits. Pikes and firearms wore iji cijiial pro¬ 
portion, according to the aj)proved practice of the time, 
and the oflicor.s wore armed with sword and l)ncklor; 
blit with the remaining third of his force ho iiormiltod 
hinisclf the indulgence of an ingenious fancy. Mixtocn 
men ivoro armed ivith hows, and supplied not with 
heavy Avar-arrows but with light roving shafts, specially 
devised to produce the same distracting elTecls for which 
rockets were afterwards employed. Hix of the jjikes, too, 
Avere fitted Avith gear for holding biasing trnv, wliilc the 
remaining four men carried nothing more deadly than 
trumpets and drums for the sole jiurposo of making as 
much noise as jio.s.siblo, a.s Avoll for the encouragement of 
their comrades as the alann of the enemy. 

In five daj's they had covered tayenty-five longues 
and reached a group of islets Avhich Avas knoAvu to them 
as Gativaas or Prisoners’ Islands. Kero at break of day 
the men Avere lauded, and paraded in their respective 
parties, while Drake Avitli cheei-y spuochc.s served out 
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fclieir arms and did liis best to remove the bad im¬ 
pression whidi the negroes’ news had made. In the 
afternoon they wore away again, and by midnight the 
foiu' evil-looking craft were lying still as .sharks under 
the point Noinbre Bay. Hither, creeping stealthily 
along the .shore, Drake had conducted tlieiu unpercoivod, 
and hero they ninst wait for the hr.st gi’ay streaks of 
(lawn. It was a time to try the stoutest heart. As the 
chuk hours diaggcd wearily on, the J'omig hand.s grew 
more and more nervoms. On the other side of the point 
under which they lay was a w'orld-ruuowucd town, as 
big us Blymouth, by this time perhap.? full of the ini- 
conquered Spanish infantry. There was nothing to 
break the spell of the deathlike silence hut the hooming 
of the surf and their own anxious whispers, as tlicy dis¬ 
cussed beneath tlicir breath the negroes’ news. Drake 
knew that another hour of such suspense would wither 
the heart out of his force, and it wanted yet an hour to 
dawn. Snddonl}’ he descried a faint light silvering the 
horizon. It was only the moon rising, as he well knew, 
but by a happy inspiratiou he proclaimed it the dawn, 
and cheerily ordered out tho sweeps. 

No sooner was the liarhour gained than they knew 
they were detected. As ill-luck would have it, a .ship 
was just taking np her moorings, and to their dismay a 
Ijoat shot from her side straight for tho landing-place. 
In a moment Drake’s pinnace was leaping across the 
water at racing speed to head it off. It was a desperate 
struggle, hut Devon muscle told. Tho Spaniards .soon 
saw they were overmatched, and Hod to tho opposite side 
of tho hay. A few minutes later the four boats had 
grounded under the shore-hattery, and the men were 
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tumliliiig tlio guns into the .saiid. Tlnfortiuiatcly th(3 
gunner in charge had c.sciiped to give tire idiirni, and aa 
the men hastily foil into their places, they heard the 
citiijous take fright. TSlo .sound under hoavon is more 
awe-inspiring than that of a town awakening in terror. 
The first confuscrl innrmnj’ that is fpuckl 3 ' hroken with 
scattered cric.s, the finst wrnnaii’s .shriek and iir.st excited 
shout, each again and again repeated till the shuddering 
miirmnr is a hroken j-oar —all thi.s besot the cars of these 
thro(3.S(!0)'0 sailoi' lads, and worse than 1jhat, the roll of 
druni.s calling trooits to arin.s, and the din of the gisrat 
church bell high above all. 

But now there was no time to 1«3 afraid. Twelve 
men wore lefli t,o guard the boats, and the rest hurried 
.silently to seiKO the now eastern battery. It was Drake’s 
great anxiety, and to his inhuise relief ho found that not 
a gun had yet hcon luountod. So Jiow the real work 
could begin, and divided into two parties, with clatter of 
drums and blare of tiMinipots, brandishing their biasing 
fire-pikes and irttoring horrible yells, they rushed by two 
dift’eront ways to the luarkot-placo. Drake with the 
bulk of the force ran up the main st]'eet, while his 
brother and Oxouhain led the smaller party by a more 
devious route ivith which tlicj'' wore somehow familiar. 
At the corner of tho Blaza where the 1‘anama read left 
it a considerahlo force liad by thi.s time managed to 
assomhle, and as tho hoail of Drake’s little eohinut 
appeared it rvas received with a roar of musketry, '('he 
sand spat up about their foot: tho ti'umpotcr dropped ; 
and tho ro.st with one volloy of shot and ai'rows dashed 
at the glowing matches before them. I’hon hand to 
hand, with sword and pike and tho swinging butts of 
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muskets, the rlouhtfiil strui'gle va^ed. The event yet 
hung oil tho halauoe, Avheii in upon tlio Spaniards’ flanJc 
hurst the second party Avith a startling volley. IJe- 
Avildorod Avith tho darkness and tlio din the Spaniards’ 
hearts hegan to fail. Panic multiplied the handful of 
their foe.s. Maddened hy the roAung arrows, scorched 
and hliiided liy the flaming jiikes, they Avorc hnstlcd 
like sheep into tho narrow road. Pastor and faster 
they gave their ground, arms AA'cro Hung doAAur and 
hacks Avere turned, till all in hojieless rout wero flying 
for life through iJio Panama gate. 

The Plaza Avas immediately secured at all its outlets, 
and Drake with a small guard made a move for the Gover¬ 
nor’s house. No sooner liad they entered the storehouse 
than a siglit of wonder mot their eyes, Against the 
Avail they saw the gray .shimmer of a pile of silver bars 
ten feet in breadth, tAvelvo foot in height, and seventy 
in length. It Avas a .sight lieyond the most fevered of 
tho Devon lads’ dreams. In opon-nionthod amazement 
they prepared to fall upon it, hut Jh’nko only laughed at 
them and gave a sharp order to stand to their arms, 
lie knoAV the danger Avas yet extreme. The toAvn was 
full of aoldiors, and to remove tho silver in face of them 
Avas madness. He sternly forbade a single bar to he 
touched, for he kuoAV that doAATi hy the shore Avas tho 
King’s treasure-house, Avhere Avas a store of gold and 
jeAvels beside Avhich tho heap of silver Avas as mere 
ballast. 

Returning to the main body he found that the re¬ 
action from iho excitement of the fight had brought tho 
men hack into their nervous state, I'hc distracting 
clang of the great alarm-bell aaaas still crying lustily fur 
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help, for Drake not permit the clmrch to he 

profaijod j ink}' clouds were rolling u]) over the torvii and 
ohsenring tlie moon; frequejit shots and warlike ciios 
had 1)een heard bj' the shore, and the laimonr was that 
tlie boats had been attacked. John Drake and Oxenham 
were at onoo ordered oft' with their part}' to asccitaiu 
the truth and then rendezvous at the King’s treasure- 
house. Thither Drake hurried with the rest, hut ere 
ilic gofd was reached the toiiipe.st hurst, and to all their 
daiigors and torrot's was added the unearthly loai' of a 
tropic rain. Matches wei'o tpieindied and bowstrings 
ruined baforn tlioy foniul slicltor in a shod attached to 
the treasui'e-lumse. Here another insn.pportahlo delay 
occurred, for from the spot whore they stood it was 
impossible to break in. In the niid.st of the growing 
di.smay -John Drake and Oxenham ran up to report tlie 
boat-guard safe l)at in great alarm at the nnml) 0 ]’s of 
soldiers they had scon hurrying to and fro. A friendly 
negro whom they had taken on hoard reported that a 
hundred aiul fifty soldiers had arrived the day ludore, 
and that unless tlie J^iiglish got clear before dawn 
they would certainly he overwhelmed. In tlie faco of 
this it was inqios.siljlo to keep tlic young hands steady 
many minutes longer. In vain the undaunted captain 
tried to occupy them iii rcjiairiiig the damage whicli the 
rain had done to their arms; in vain ho encouraged 
them with holies and even taunts. “ 1 have l)roughb 
you,” he cried, “to the mouth of the 'I’l'easiu'c-iroHso of 
the ^Vorld. Dlamo nobody hut yourselves if you go 
away <3inpLy,” Tho men only grew more mestoady; and 
as the rain abated a little Drake ordered his hrothcr ami 
Oxenham to go round and break 0 |ien tho treasure- 
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house door while he returned to holil the Plaza. 
Eri.slily he .stopjicd forward to lead the way, and 
then with a cheery cry on his lips rolle<l over in the 
saiid. 

Ever since the first encounter he had lieen struggling 
against a desperate wound in the log, lest the timid 
should make it an excuse for returning with the plunder 
they had already collected. Now they saw' that hi.s very 
footprints wore full of Idnod, and it w’as clear his life 
w'as in jeopardy. The boldest w'ould not listen to his 
entreaties to proceed with the rvork. His life, they said, 
w'as dearer to them than all the wiealth of the Indies. 
In spite of his angry protests they hore him with loving 
violence on hoard his jnnnacc, and so as the four boats 
rowed moodily from the harbour the sun rose on their 
glorious failure, and the renowned attempt upon the 
Treasure-House of the "World w'as at an end. 

Every colonial port in those days had its Isla de 
Hastimentos or "Victnalliiig Island, and to that of Nomhre 
do Dios the boats made their course, taking wdth them 
for their comfort the ship which they had scon arrive. 
It W'as laden with good Oaiiary and othor stores, and 
with the aid of this and the abundance of delicacies on 
the i.sland Drake and the rest of tho wounded rapidly 
recovered. Hither they w'cre follow'ed by one of tho 
Panama officers, who professed himself overwhelmed 
with tho brilliancy of Drake’s feat of arms, flo wanted 
to know if he wms indeed that ineomprchensihle rover 
AV’ho dill not drown his prisoners; and if so, if there W’as 
anything with which tho Governor could provide him. 
Drake, who took tho Don’s fantastic courLosios for a 
cloak to cover a s|jy, answered roughly enough that he 
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was the Drake (.hoy meant, and that ho inteiulod to help 
liiniftolf to all ho wanted. “Ho toll your Dover nor,” ho 
concluded, “to hold lii.s 03 'O.s open. Jhir hofoi'o I depart, 
ii God lend nio life and leave, 1 moan to reap .some of 
your harvest which yon ifot out of the earth and maid 
into Hpaiu to l.ronhle all the earth.” 

Drake meant what ho said. lie was still unsatisliod ; 
he was more cont.einptnou.s of the iHjiiinish porver than 
ever', and his inou were intoxicated with thcii’ loader’s 
spirit. But not ,so his partner. Wlien tlio eonihincd 
force was once more a.s.s(!iuhled at the I'ine Jsland.s, 
llanse doolarod ho wa.s not willing to risk the booty 
already obtained in the hornote’ ]io.st they had stirred, 
So with mutual goodwill they wound uj) the partner¬ 
ship and ]iarted coniiiany. I'en days of I’est had elapsed 
since the at.tack on Noiuhrc do Dios, 'riieir wounds 
wore already half forgotten, and as Ranse shapotl his 
homeward eour.so, DrrdvO swooped upon Garfcagena, the 
capital of the Spanish Main. j!\a ho approached, l.ho 
boom of guns rolled out aeros.s the sea to tell him lie 
was expected. Light air.s ]»ad delayed liiin, and in spite 
of his proniptitude a despatch-boat had slipped in to 
give the alarm. jN’ovorthcless, with his pinnaces he 
boldly entered the harbour, c\it out a large slii]i tliat 
was di.scharging at the rpiay.s, and amidst a loud alarm 
of guns and bells and muskotry carried it in iriumpli 
out to sea. Next day lie intercepted l.wo mni'e dospal.eh- 
boats, imd learned the full extent of the touipo.st ho had 
raised. Daszlod though bo was with bis rec(mt feat, bo 
saw clearly the ferment must be allowed to subside. 
With bewildering suddenness his whole plan was changed, 
and no'^'t nio-lit no t'-ace of liim w.ss to bo seen off the 
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Spiiiiisli Jlaiu but tlie chuiTed romuauts of the tSwan 
Imniing clown to the water’s edge. 

He had utterly disappeared as suddenly as lie came, 
and the mystery of the burning ship was all he had 
left behind. It was a m 3 -stery the Spaniards were not 
likely to fathom. For the new project on wdiich his 
genius was bent the pimuice.s had to be fully manned, 
and to man the pinnaee.s his brother’s ship must be 
abandoned. Hts extraordinary iirstiuct for the control 
of men told him that to give such an order was but to 
court mutiny; his clear-ej'cd tenacity of purpose told 
him the work must be done, and done cheerfully. At such 
moments hi.s inlluouce over men was miraculous. That 
night Tom Moone, the carpenter of the Swmi, was 
secretly scuttling his helovod ves.sol at the risk of his 
life, and in Lhc morning she was lialf full of water; but so 
skilfully had llrako ordered the work that no leak could 
be found. All day he toiled with well-feigned anxiety 
at his brother’s pumps till lie and all the coiniiany ■were 
exhausted, and the water hardly reduced. In despair 
her heart-broken young ca^jtain sought his brother’s 
advice, and so astutely was it given, that that night, as 
the shadows fell, John Drake with his own hand fired 
his stricken ship. 
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TIIK MlTUD-TItA-TNS 

Tct the Rpaiiiardfi, that sight could oiilj’' ho a sign that 
tiao rcdouhtahlu rover luid left the coast, d’lu! tnitli 
wa.s far othenviso. On tlio rv'c.stcrji .shoi’o of the Onlf of 
r>arion a Httlciuitirralharhour,■which throngli tho ages had 
been uiuli.sturbo(l, -was suddenly teoiiiiiig with hu.sy life, 
Its primcvtil silonoe was awakened with the jolly laugh 
of the hollows, tho ring of tho anvil, and tlio snap of tho 
axe, and tho inonkoy.s watcliod with worried air tho 
mysteries of howls and quoits and archery, and all the 
pastimes of an English May-day fair. A wide st,vetch of 
fore.st growth had given place to row.s of leafy cottago.s, 
and by the shore a little dockyard waked tho echoes 
with unceasing clatter. It was another Puerto I'lseondido 
which Drake had discovored, and here, far from the keu 
of iSpauiards, 'with alternate days of work and play, ho 
was refreshing his men and refitting his iSipuulrou. 

They called tho place Port Plenty, for from hence 
they swept the sea (if every pa.s,sing victualler, and 
added the captured eargoo.s to tho stores of ganie aiul 
fish it wa.s their delight to catch. At iutorvahs along tho 
coa,st and among,st tho wildGriie.ss of islands maga;?ino,s 
woro hidden, and into these were poured tho .stores that 
had hecu destined for great Plato Hoots. Tho shark- 
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like pinnaces would suddenly appear in the midst of the 
trade-route no one knew whence, and, laden with food, 
us suddenly disappear no one knew whither. Even tlic 
solitudc.s of the far Magdalena river beyond Cartagena 
were startled with the splash of English oar.s ; and ere 
re.sistance could be made, the storehouses on its hanks 
were .swept clean, and all urns silence once more. 

It was on his return journey from this ex])editiun 
that Drake learnt the first stop towards the new exploit 
was accompli.shed. With the help of Diego, the negro 
who had joined at Nomhro do Dios, Jolin Drake had suc¬ 
ceeded in establislung communication with the Maroons. 
While the Spain"ai'd.s were striuniiig their cyc.s seawards, 
Drake was quietly preparing to seize ICing Pliilip’s gold 
hohincl their imeks as it left the gates of Panama. 
To this wild project the a.s.si.stauce of the Maroons was 
essential, and the first negotiations comdneed him how 
eager they were to help. But they had to as,sure him 
that nothing could he done till tlin dry season, for 
during the rains no gold was conveyed by land. Weary 
months must elapse before tlic blow could be struck— 
mouths of inaction, which in that terrible climate Drake 
knew ivas bis greatest enemy. Everything was done to 
mitigate the evil. The Maroons showed tlicm a now 
and more convenient harbour than their last, somewhere, 
it would .seem, amongst the shoroinost isles of the Muletus. 
Here, rvithin a network of reefs, the vessels were snugly 
ensconced, and with the eager help of the Maroons a groat 
fort of timlior built. 

In October, leaving hi.s brotlier John a.s governor of bis 
little kingdom, Drake with two of the pinnaces sailed 
once more for the Main in search of intelligence. Per 

I) 
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tnoro tlian a month ovoiy kind of l)nivado v\'a.s iu(Iiil£!;o(l 
in, partly, it. may hr, from ii hoyi.sh delight, in putting 
iudignillo'f on Ids enemy, and j):u't,ly from a hagiieinns 
pui}io&e of keoi)!!!^ \ip the Iiciii'ts of his niou, kov in 
h'rani'is Drake, as in some hero of saga, rocldess high 
s^iirits and a far-aightod'wai’iness scorn over contending 
for inastoiy. [Lo gallicrod fruifc in ilio gardens of 
Ranfcitign do Tolu; Jm cut. out, vessels from the very 
mouth of the Kpanish guns ; lie rode out two gales in the 
liarhour of (Jartagena itself; ho jnnipo<l aslioni in the 
face of the garrison to show liow <;hea])ly lie held the 
anus of Spain; and yet with a .skill and jiidgnicnl, )>(' 3 'ond 
his 3 ’cars lie ohidod every atle,in[)t to captiiia! him hy 
force or fraud; and ilirongh sickness anil limiger, thvongli 
exjio,siu'o and disappoiiituioat, lie nuiiutaiiied Ids men in 
such .a .state of cheerful obedience as liad peihap.s lun'or 
heforo been Heon, 

And now, as though l,o icaclv i.ho world what heroic 
fortitude, what a depth of patient resist,aneo, lay beneath 
the tiiranltuous .surface, misfortune eaino upmi Inm 
apace. Ho returned to find Ins lu’ot.lier dead. In spite 
of hi.s orders, Captain .rohu J)rake had hoeii taunted hy 
one a little more insane tlian the I'e&t, to attack with no 
better anus than a rajiier and an old firelock a frigate 
full of .Spanislv uiuskelccrs. It was certain death, and 
both of tliom fell at tlio first discharge. The whole 
comiiany were ovorwliolmcd with grief for the lo.ss of a 
man whoso brave and loyal nature seemed destined to fill 
a place but little lower than his hrotlior’s. It was i.hoir 
fir.st reverse, and it came at an untimely moment. It 
was now Docemhor. fi’ho rains wore ceasing; next month 
the Plate lleot would arrive from Sjiaiu; the gold wovdd 
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begin to move ; and the time for their daring laud- 
journey wati drawing near. It was ueeossary that they 
sliould keejj perfectly quiet till the trusty llaroons 
brought them news that the fleet had come. In painful 
inaction, therefore, they had to bide their time, while 
each day the heat increased as the dry season set in, 
and pestilence steamed from the sodden soil. December 
dragged wearily to its end, and with the dying year the 
vitality of the men ebbed fast away in the poisonous 
atmosphere. "With the first days of the year 1573 ten 
men dropped in a raging fever, and in a few hours half 
the company were dorvn. Death .succeeded death, and 
the surgeons w^ero helpless. Joseph Dralce was seized 
amoug.st the rest, and expired iir his brother's arms. 
Then Drake aro.se as valiant agaii».st the ghostly enemy 
that was mastering him a.s he over .showed himself in 
open fight. Burdened as ho was with the horrors of 
that fevci’-striekon den, and I’ovolting and inhnniiia as 
the bare idea of dissection then was, ho ro,solved to viol.ato 
the sanctity of liis oavu brother’s corpse to save the rotting 
remnants of his company. The weight of prejudice and 
tender sentiment ho had to fling aside, to ns is hfirdly 
concoivable, but the memory of it soonrs to send a 
shud<lor through the chronicler as 3 mars after ho told 
the talc. “It was the first and last experiment,” he 
exclaimed, “ that our Captain made of anatomy in this 
voyage.” 

It was the end of Jannary before the Maroons’ scouts 
reported that the fleet had jmt into Uomln'e do Dios, 
A pinnace was at once de.spatchcd to test their fidelity, 
and it returned with a victual-frigate, whose captive 
crew and pa.ssono:ors confirmed the neuToos’ intolligence. 
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AH Avas, now bustle and excitement. Of tlic seventy- 
throe souls who left I’lymoutli eight nionth.s ago Imt 
foui'-and-foi'ty now I’eniainud. Half of these were too 
fovor-Ktriclcen to march, and .some sound men it rvas 
necessary to leave behind to tend the sick and giuud 
the ])ri,soncf.s fi'om the fnry of the Maroons. Eighteen 
were all that could he .spared for the adventurous 
journey, and on Shrove Tuesday, Eebi'uavy drd, they 
plunged into the forest with thirty Maroons in company. 
Oil the tliird day they reached a strongliuld of their 
allies, Avlioro they were over whelmed with hosjntalitie.s 
and offer,s of assistance. JBut Drake would not tarry or 
accept any increase in hi.s force. Yet hi.s heart, was 
none the le.s,s moved ivith their simple kindness, and 
with pity when he saw them making a fetich of the 
cros.s. Ilis earnest rrote.stanti.sm would not suflcr him 
to leave them in such a slough of sin, nor did ho depart 
till ho had persuaded them to ca.st away their fotieli, 
and ill its stead had taught them like children to say the 
Lord’s Prayer, and fed them Avitli some scraps of the old 
navy cliajdaiii’s divinity. Then with hi.s heart lifted to 
heaven lie strode on once more to spoil (lod’s euoniies. 

Their march had now begun in earnest. Not a word 
was .spoken ; ivith all the hreathlos.s caution of the chase 
they followed their strange familiars up the fore.st-ehid 
spurs of tlio Cordilleras. A mile ahead four guides 
felt their Avay, as it seemed hy magic, through the 
snnle.ss forest, and marked the track with lirokou 
boughs. Twelve more Maroou.s headed the little 
column, and twelve more formed its roar-guard. In 
the midst with the two black chiefs marehod the 
Ensilishnien. To them it Avas lilvO some oncliautod 
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land. Thoir devoted friends would not sufl'er 
tliem to carry the lightest burden, and at ttieir ease 
they oreiit along the trail in silent wonder. The 
rairaculons instinct of their guides, the beast-like skill 
with which the hunters killed their game, the fascina¬ 
tion of the ciidles.s silence, the wealth of luscious fi'uit, 
the iirodigios of vegetation, the wonderland of birds, 
all mingling confusedly with the half-forgotten thought 
of the wild adventure before them—it wa.s enough to 
make their lives seem turned to fairy talcs, without the 
vision that was at hand. On the fourth day after 
leaving the stronghold, tho S 2 ) 0 t on which every thought 
was bent had been attained. It was at the summit of 
tho I'ange. Higli ujnrard.s rose a giant of the forest, 
and in it.s arm.s was a leafy liower. Dralcc first 
ascended, and sank awe .struck upon hi.s knees. First 
of all Englislimen he wa.s gazing on tho Golden Sea. 
Before him s^n'ead I,he unmeasured mystery of the 
Pacific; at his back rolled the old Atlantic. Flis heart 
was overflowing—.so Mo.scs gazed upon the iiromised 
land—and like a good crusader he humhly besought 
Almighty God of His goodness to give him life and 
leave to sail once in an English .ship in that sea. )So ho 
descended and told them of hi.s prayer; and lioforo 
them all John Oxenham, his lieutenant, vowed that 
unless tho captain did beat him from his company, ho 
■would follow him, by God’s grace. 

Tho secret of that falilcd ocean, whose very name 
for two centuries thereafter never failed to inflame the 
imaginations of high and Ioav ivith dreams beyond the 
extravagance of alchemy, was a secret no more. 
Jealously as Spain had veiled the South Sea’.s lieauty, 
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Drako had soon her face, and athirst tvitli desire ho 
hegaii the perilous descent to Panama. In two day,s 
the shelter of the forest ceased. I’lie open country 
increased their danger every hour. On Valcntincls JJay 
the iiiaguificout raad.sLead of Panama with its hurdon 
of gold-ships opened before them, and now the peril of 
discovery became acute. Pciiring at every stej) to he 
surprised by some fowler from the city, tlioy l)rolio into 
two.s and threes, and so by diirereiit I'outes crept like 
lynxes through the giant giuss, till a grove a league 
outside the gates gave them a seml)lauco of security, 
ilcro, beside the Nombre do Dios road, they lay couccak'.d, 
and re.stod while a spy was sent in di.sgniso into the city to 
got news of the movements of the gold-trains. Drake 
had hardly tiiiishotl from the skirts of tlio grove a 
Jiazardous reconnaissance of the city against the time 
\rheii God slionld grauc his prayer, than the spy 
returned hursting with news. T«m large, nmle-ti'aitis 
laden Avitli victuals and silver were gotling ready to 
start in the markot-jilace, and in front of them thaii 
night was to travel no Ic.ss a man tliaii the Troasnj'ur of 
Lima himself on Ids way to iSpaiu, with eight male- 
loads of gold and one of jewels. 

The luck indeed seemed turned at last, and in iiigh 
hope, as night was closing in, a, move was made for Venta 
Cruz. Here, at the xmiiit whore the Noml)ro do Lies 
road cros,sed the river Chagres, stood the half-Avay 
depot, ami thus far the mule-trains alway.s joiunoycd 
by night, so lierco was the noomlay heat across the gnuss- 
clad prairie. Thoiico, either by the river or the roughly 
paved I'oad wliicli .kizarro had made through the cool 
forest, the treasrme reached the Atlantic. Within a 
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couplo of Icag'ucs of tlio town they halted and jjroparcil 
their rinibiish. First every man pulled bis shirt over his 
clothes as the art military demanded for night attacks; 
and then, divided into two equal parties, they took np 
their places on either side of the way, some fifty yards 
apart. T-Jy thi.s disposition tlie fir-st and hindmost inulc.s 
of the train could ho seized at the same moment, and 
each party could use it.s weapons agaiiLst the Treasurcr’.s 
escort without hurting (,lie other. Thu,s with every 
detail arranged, and certain of their prey, they ivaitod. 

For an hour the silence of death lay upon the grixs.s- 
hound highwa^q In-okon only by the uneasy breathing of 
the crouching amljuscade, and the murmurous voices of 
the tropic night. Then faintly over the soft rustle of 
tho giant gra.ss came the tinkle of mulo-hells on either 
hand, and from tlic direction of Vonta Cruz the sound 
of a liorsoman’s trot and a ruTiuing foot-lioy. Tlie strictest 
order liad been given that ovorytliiiig going toward.? 
Panama should ho let hy witliout a move, and unsus¬ 
pecting the traveller came on at an easy pace. Suddenly 
amidst tlio waxing sound of the mule-holts Drake to hi.s 
dismay heard the trot change to a canter, and the gentle¬ 
man clattered rapidly down the hard road towards 
Panama. Still, it was impossible that ho could have 
seen anything tlirotigh tho impenetrable grass, and the 
anxious captain lay quietly on. Suz-ely enough the mule- 
trains wei'O not alarmed. Louder and louder jangled tho 
deep-Loued holts till the air was alive with tlie merry 
clang. Then sharp and high over all Drake’s whistle 
pierced the din—the grass bowed before tho rush of 
black and white figures—oaths and curses mingled with 
the hells—tho nudes stopped and then lay down—and 
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almost without a blow the whole ti'ain was in Dralco’s 
liiimla. Pack aftcf pack was rent aiul ransacked of its 
contents. A little silrorwas found, but Treasurer there 
was none, nor a single jewel, nor an ounce of gold. It 
was from the chief muleteer they learned the bitter 
truth. A .sailor who had been keeping Up lii.s courage 
with aqua ritec, bad been fired to spend it on the 
traveller. His Maroon mate in a moment had knocked 
him down and lain on the top of liini, but in the struggle 
they had rolled into the road. The gentleman had 
galloped on in groat alarm, and meeting the Treasurer 
had told him that El Draque—how and wlnuico ho could 
not tell —WHS lying in wait for him on the lonely road, 
and tlio Troasnrer liad conisented to send on the victual- 
train in front of him to spring the trap. Thn.s early 
did that ominous name hegin to liavo il.s iniearthly 
sound in Mpaiiish cans. Time and spare seemed already 
not to exist for him, but in trntli tliey were now a 
terrible reality. Dcliglitod a.s he alwa3’H wu.s to lujur 
liow ho frightened superstitious Ep.aiiiards, it wa.s )m 
moment for any hut tltc gi'avest thonglits. ITorse and 
foot would .soon ho hurrying out of Panama, .and in 
Vonta (Jniii perhaps the alarm liail already liecu given. 
The whole part.y wore iiuich exhausted h}'' their I'ocent 
long marcho.s. To rotoieo their steps to a place of safety 
was four good leagues, and the only other line of e.seapo 
lay through Yenta Cruz. 

Neoilless to say the latter counse was chosen. Eacli 
man mounted on a ninlc, they continued their way, till 
close to the town the Maroons scented inn.skot-nnitchos 
amongst the trees ahead. Disinountiug, they boldly 
hold on along the narrow road till they wore oliallengod 
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Ly a Spanish officer. In the name of the King of Spain 
the pompous captain hade Drake yield. For the honour 
of the (iuoun of England, the .seaman cried, ho must 
have passage that way, and flashed his pistol in the 
Siianiard’s face. It was the signal for a volley from the 
Spanish inuskeicors. As the firing ceased Drake’s whistle 
roso iiieri'ily once more, and then thi'ongh the clicking 
smoko sailor and Maroon dashed hlindlj' at the unseen 
enemy, yelling and leaping like fiends the negroes lead 
the charge. Yo jjchi’i/ Yv jjic/a} .'—their terrible war- 
cry struck dread into the iSpaniards’ hearts. Backed by 
the maddened mariners the charge was irresistible. 
^V'ithout a check the enemy were swept through the 
town-gal,0 np the narrow street and into the monastery 
—monks, soldiers, and civilian.s in a panic-stricken flock— 
and there tliey wore safely locked while the victors 
pillaged the little town. 

Iic.si(lc,s its commercial importance, it was a samitorinm 
to which the la(lie.s of Noinhre rle Dios came to bo con¬ 
fined. Dr.ako had reissued his invariable orders that 
no woman or miarniod man should be touched, and even 
in the heat of the .sack his savage .allies did not attempt 
to di.sohey. Yet the poor distracted invalids never 
cea.scd their iiitcous entreaties until Drake himself came 
to their hudsidcs to comfort them. Surely never was 
a pirate .so toudor, or with .such a gentle name. 

For an hour and a half the pillage continued, till an 
alarm of horse interrupted it. It was the advance guard 
of the cavalry from Panama; but a picket was holding 
the gate, and so well had Drake kept his men in liand 
that, faster than they camo, the new-comers were soon 
galloping liaok to join their comrades. When they 
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returnerl with the main ))0(ly to storm thu capturod 
town tho corsair liail vanishotl. 

Far and wide the alarm spread. To the confines of 
Nicaragua the mine-owners did not feel .safe, arid made 
ready for a llight to the South Sea. 'Within a fortnight 
one of tho shark-like [hunaccs appeared in the port of 
Veragua, and it was only the unsleeping vigilance of the 
garrison that saved a vessel laden with a million of gold 
from JJrake’s hamLs. A frigate of Nicaragua put in 
with news that Drake', had boai'dcd licr and .stripped 
her of her gold and her Genoese pilot. 'J'o tho 
eastward his lieutenant had captured and carried oil' 
a fine frigate laden with victuals. No one, in .short, 
know ivhero to look. All that rvas clear wa.s that 
he was at sea again, and tho gold-frigates hardly dared 
move. 

Meanwhile the treasure was pouring across tho 
Isthmus under strong escorts unmolested. On the last 
niglit of March, guarded hy half a company of soldier,s, 
three large mule-trains loft Vonta Clrui: with some 
thirty tons of .silver and a ipiantity of gold. Almost 
to tho very gates of Nomhro do Dins they travelled 
as safely as tho rest, when just as they thought all 
danger over, in fi’ent and roar tho jangle of the ladls 
was drowned in a rattle of mmskotry. The wood.s wore 
belching shot and arrows, tho air was rent witli that 
terrible Ft) jur/wl ! Y 6 pr/id ! mingled v’ith shouts in 
French and English, Ovorwholnicd and dazed as tho 
yelling figures leaped down \ipou them into tho road, 
the soldiers discharged their pieeos and lied into the city 
in wild alarm. Tlie garrison turned out with all tlm 
promptitude which their constant watchfulness made 
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possible; but 'when they reached the scene there was 
nothing but the mules and the empty packs. 

It wa.s Drake again where least of all he was to bo 
expected. Shortly after his attempt to cut out the gold- 
frigate of Veragua lie had met Avith a Huguenot jirivateor 
in distress. He had relioA^ed its Auants, and had heard 
from it.s captain the nows of the Mas-sacre of St. 
Bartholomew. Moved with pity at his heartrending 
tale, and lashed into a fury against the whole Catholic 
woild, Drake had taken him into partnership and 
determined on this last desperate atteuijjt. Strong in 
the certainty of his simple faith that G-od’s hand must 
surely now Ije Avith him against the idolatry that Avas 
stained Avith a crime so hideous, he had struck his 
triumphant bloAv at the gates of this Moloch, and Avliat 
Avonder if ho thought it Avas the linger of the Lord that 
had pointed out the Avay 1 

While the Spaniards A\'ere gazing hopelessly at the 
rifled mules the victors Avith jests and laughter Averu 
staffing silver bars into the land-crah.s’ holes, hiding 
them under trees, burying them in the river-hod, till 
fifteen tons Avero concealed. Then groaning under the 
rc,st and all the gold, they staggered on to the livor- 
mouth, Avhere the pinnaces Avere to meet them. Oa'oi'- 
takon by a storm of rain, in Iavo days they reached the 
rendezvous drenched and exhausted,—and there, AA'ith the 
suddenness of a dream, at the Amry eulminatioii of their 
fortunes, they found themselves face to face Avith a situa¬ 
tion beside Avliicli all their former griefs Avero as nothing. 
Not a sign of the boats Avas to be seen, and in tlioir stead 
appeared seven Spanish shallops. They Avere roAving 
toAA’arda Nonibre de Dios from the very spot AAffiere the 
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pinnaces had been lying during the absence ef tlio slioro- 
pavty, and all hope, not only of saving the troasuve, hut 
of over seeing homo again, was gone. The pinnaces must 
have hcou ovci'po'n''ered, and under torture the prisoners 
Avoiikl have to coTifoss wlioro tlic sliips were hid. r)esi)tiir 
seized every heart but Drake’s, and invoicing the aid of 
that extraordinary power in rvhicli lie was never .sur¬ 
passed, with a few cheery words lie trau.sforuuicl the 
situation into ouo of hope, llo slrowoil them that if 
God had permitted the ciioiuy to prevail again,st the 
pinnaces, Ho had .sent tlie storm to bring ti'ee-tnnik,s 
down the river; with these tlicy niiglil, make a 
raft and roaeli the ships long l>eforo tlio hlniidoi'ing 
indolent Spaniards could make up their minds what to 
do. “It is no time to fear,” ho urged, “but rather to 
haste to jirovout that which is feared.” In a trice all was 
movoiuont again. The raft was made; and with a eianv 
of one Engli&huian and two Fronclnncn, who insisted on 
sharing the danger, with a biscuit-hag for a sail and a 
tree for a rucUlov, Drake was waiving a cheery adieu to 
his company. “If it pleaso God,” lie cried, as they 
pushed off into the streain, “tliat I shall ever set foot 
aboard ray frigate in safetj', 1 will, God willing, by one 
means or another gel you all alioard in dos])itc of all the 
ypaniards in the Indies.” 

Yet no one knew liettcr than ho how doaporato was 
his case. No sooner were they at soa than every wave 
surged over tlie crazy raft up to their arm-pits as they 
sat. For six hours they toiled, parohod and blistered 
with the salt and sun. “See,” suddenly cried Dralco in 
the midst of tlicir torment, “tliero are our pinnace,s.” 
True enough they were there, and to the sull'crot's’ iu- 
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tense joy bearing straight for them. Drake declared all 
fear ^vas over; when all too soon it was clear the pinnaces 
had not seen them, and in a fow iiiomouts they dis¬ 
appeared behind a small headland, evidently meaning to 
stay tliere the night. Without a moment’s hc.sitation 
Drake steered his raft straight ashore through the 
raging surf. EecHoss as the resolution was, the landing 
was safely effected, and running round the headland 
they cpriokly joined the boats. The crows were horror- 
stricken to see their disfigured Captain with so ragged a 
following, nor would he relieve their anxiety till with 
cruel jocularity he had grimly enjoyed their dismay. It 
was not until he had ascertained that it was the gale 
which had caused their delay that ho had mercy on 
them. “Give thanks to God,” he cried at last, as ho 
drew from his bosom a quoit of gold, “ our voyage is 
made! ’’ 

Well he might say it. The shore-party rvithout 
furtlier adventure was Inmight off safely ^v•ith all their 
treasure, and much of that rvhich had been buried was 
subsequently recovered, iu spite of the Spaniards’ efforts 
to find it. The Irooty they now had must have been 
very large. Besides the plunder of Nomhre de Dios, 
Veiita Cruz, and the mule-trains, they calculated that 
of tho two hundred vessels of all kinds which then 
navigated the Caribbean Sea, there was not one they 
had not overhauled once at least, and some of them had 
suffered three times. Their only thought now was 
tho homeward voyage. So reduced was the company 
that the Pasha was too large for them to navigate, and 
Drake gave it to his Spanish prisoners as some com¬ 
pensation for their long detention, iu the Magdalena 
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ho know lie would find plenty of craft to servo his timi. 
So after parting company with the French on the best 
of terms, ho sailed in his new frigate for the river. In 
Cartagena harbour were all the great I’lato ships and 
their convoy on the eve of sailing for Spain. Tint in the 
exuberance of liia spirits Drake stood close in, and then 
ran by before the whole fleet with the flag of St. (loorgo 
waving defiance at his nuist-liead, and his .silken ponniint.s 
and ensigns lloating down to the water to bid them 
a mocking farewell. 

Another frigate was .soon pickoil up, and after 
lingering In hi.s stronghold long onongh to refit for 
the voyage and take leave of his trasty allies, ho 
shaped hi.s course for home. So [iro.spoi'ons was the 
voyage that he did not oven touch for n’uter at blow- 
foundland, as the cn.stom then was; and on Sunday, 
August 9 th, l.hTIl, the good folk of I'lynionth, to their 
jiroaclior’s di.smay, came rinining out of church as the 
triumphant young captain’s gnus thnndercd a salute to 
his kinsman’s liattories. 



CHAPTER TV 

GLOUIANA AND HER KNIGHTS 

The fctorm-clouds had rolled away, and the sun was 
shining peacefully over England, when Drake came 
home. A week ago the hist adherent of Mary iStuart 
had beon hanged in Edinburgh; Alva had turned liis 
hack upon the discredited hlnglish Catholics; and 
Elizabeth’s Government was drawing a long sigh of 
relief. Both England and Epain were but too ghul to 
enjoy the respite which Alva’s overtures aflbrded, and 
Drake, burning with his desire for the Soutli »Sea, found 
hiin.sclf plunged into the chilling waters of an amicable 
arrangement. So far from there being any hope of the 
Government countenancing liia passion, he was con¬ 
fronted with the possibility of being sacrificed as a 
pirate on the altar of Peace. Elizabeth was surrounded 
liy friends of Spain; the master of her household was in 
Philip’s pay; Mr. Christopher Hatton, her new favourite, 
was a Papi.st in his jrolitics; ami althougli the Piidolphi 
plot had ruptured diplomatic relations with the 
Escurial, there was a recognised vSpanish agent in 
London, who began jirotesting with such energy tliat 
Drake found it necessary to hurry out to sea again 
for fear of arrest.^ 

* See draft meinoi'andum of answer vivon to coraplainta of Sjiain, 
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There is miicli to he b.iiil for tlio Spaniard’s eonten- 
tiou that his proceedings were hat piracy, Ti’uo, there 
is no definition of the odbuce accepted liy modem 
publicists which would fix the guilt upon him. JHo had 
not acted as a hoAis liiimiim ijeiieiin, but as an enemy of 
Spain alone; he had not pillaged aninio funindi, but 
under colour of right. Rtill at that time International 
Law had not so nieuJy iiscertained tlio limits of jiiraey 
and irregular lepiisah That Dralco was entitled to 
roprl-sal under the old Law of Nations, there was no 
denying. lie had been wronged, he had applied 
through his Government for redress, and redress had 
not been for thcomiiig. lint it was now a well-ostablishod 
doctrine that before a subject of one country put in 
force his remedy of sjiccial rciirisal against the subjects 
of another, he ought to obtain a commi.ssion from his 
own PiincG, or some authorised ofllcial of his Govern¬ 
ment. Huch a commission John Ifawkins held at this 
moment, and William Ifawkins was the Queen’s Governor 
of Plymouth. If Drake was not enpiloyed by the one, 
ho at least had the connivaneo, if not the sanution, of 
the other. 'Whothor Elizabeth had directly autlnniscd 
the exiiedition, the friends of iSpaiu could never find 
out. They blew hot and eirhl on the point, like men 
with a weak case. At one moment they tried to fix her 
with complicif/y, in the next they sought to convict 
Drake by denying that ho had her authority. The 
Queen, as usual, Avould not commit hor.sclf. Though 

S. P. Rjiain, xxvi. Thu Bonfiaioii ot cnusiiroa, conurtions, and 
iiUerliaeations, rvhoro Drake’s caseia dealt with, would allVird Uirly 
dear evidence of thu emnpliaily of the Government, iveio no otlier 
lt> lie IdiiI- 
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she smiled and hold the rod behind her back, it did 
not suit her diplomacy just then to disown the blow 
with which Philip’s extremities were tingling. It was 
just what she wanted, to whip him into the ratification 
of Alva’s cojivention. So it was only a question of 
time for Drake to be aljlo to reappear out of hiding, 
and hold up his head without fear of the Lord Admiral, 
and in the proud consciousnes,s of an exploit that was 
dear in the eyes of his. .sovereign. 

Nor did ho doubt it was as dear in the siglit (jf 
Heaven. As Elizabeth consulted Jewell, .so Drake hail 
consulted his spiritual advi.ser, and the jransou had told 
tho seaman, as the bishop told the t^ucen, tliat to prey 
oil tho idolaters was doing Hod a service. ^Ye may 
laugh in cynical di.strast of such convenient doctrine, 
and doubt the tenderness of consciences so simply satis¬ 
fied ; hut it was all real and sincere enough then. The 
Elizabethan Protc.stants wont to tho Bible for tlioir 
political morality as a man goes now to his newspaper; 
and in the page.s of Scripture they found writ large 
and clear a connuand for unceasing war on idolatry. 
Nothing was plainer to men like Drake than that the 
Mass wa.s an idolatrous rite. He had seen tho Spaniard 
ahasiiig himself beside tho passing Host; he had 
seen tho African negro grovelling before his Mumbo 
Jumbo; and too simple-minded to grasp the higher 
mysticism of the Catholic creed, he could find no differ- 
once between the two .states of mind. So witli all the 
devotion of Gideon lie warred upon the idolaters, and 
revelled like a Hebrew cajitaiu in the spoil of the 
heathen. It was to him. a crusade ; and like a crusader 
he made war, Never once was his creed made to serve 

TP 
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as a I'lnak for piratical oxeoSiSOH. lAn- him his rolii^iou 
was as iimch a iiridlc as a fipiir. Imphicahlo as -was his 
animosity against iSpaiii, Spaniards wore univorsallj'^ won 
hy tlio courtesy and oven tlio generosity ■\riUi u’-hich he 
treated them. He novor Idliod a ])risoiu')', no luaLtur 
what ho risked hy spai-ing his life. Ho never de.stroycd 
a ship unless it were taken in act of war against him. 
Hia hate was horoie, atul he fought his enemies :i,s though 
he loved them. For a clnu'cli, or a woman, oi' an uu- 
armod man, he luid a noble forheaninco that jmts the 
l)righto.st cliivalry of hi.s time to hhi.sli, and it was the 
grateful eulogies of his prisonons of war that crowned 
his reputation. 

Still, in spite of alt his chivalry, politicians who 
hclicved his exploits wore dangerous would not ho 
jrersnadod. Those men regarded I’ivalry with Spain 
as madno&.s. They wore content if Kiiglaiul maintained 
her position as a second-rate irower, and iricked up a 
subsistence in such cornoi-s of tlio earth as slio could hud 
unoccupied hy Spain. Thn.s, though tlio law did not 
lay hands on him, ho was not permitted to put in iirac- 
tice the solienic wil.li which ]iis lieart was aching, and 
with admiraldo patience he suhmittcil to the restraint. 
His passion novor ceased to con.sume him. Yet month 
after month, and year after year, ho waited for the 
Qiuiou to siuictiou liis ((uosL. Ilia only solace was to 
send his brothers and companions to continue his worlc, 
and to watch cruificr after cmi.soi' leaving Flymuufcli for 
the AVost. Fired hy his snecoss, Hawkins, Wyntev, and 
half the Devon gentry were lifting out ve.sscls to follow 
where ho had led, hut Drake remained at homc.^ Poor 
^ Meynorias tic los Cormrinc, etc., iiH siijim. 
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John Oxcnliiim, wlio liad vowed to be his felln^v in the 
groat enterprise, was not so patient. After waiting three 
years, lie stole away to the South vSea overlanrl, and 
being tal<on by Spaniard.^, with no coinmi.ssion to show, 
was hanged for a pirate on Lima gallows, as every one 
knows. 

More wdse and loyal than Ids lieutenant, Drake sought 
relief in the public .service. In August, 1.173, a few days 
after his return, the Earl of Essex had gone to bury his 
reputation in IHstcr. In view of the coming struggle 
with Spain, Ireland was as great an anxictj' for Elizabeth 
ns the Low Countries were for Philip; and the chivalrous 
Earl had craved permission to undertake the cpicst, and 
to reduce the island to his mistress’s ohedience with his 
own Qui.xotio lance. Drake was there too, if legend says 
true, hiding in Queenstown harbour, where in the creek 
that still hears his name he was lost to his iierseoutors 
and Philip’s cruisers.' There ho lay (.ill hi.s jiardon was 
sure, but with his danger faded all hope of a A'-enture to 
the Pacific. As the year 1571 gresv old the Uoverimicnt 
drew closer and closer to Hpain. "Walsingham and 
Leicester wore still for defying Philip, and openly 
assisting the Prince of Orange; but Burleigh and Bacon 
had gone over to the party of the Sjjani.sh .alliance. 
Alva was noAV at Philip’s e.ar, and Hpain was as effusive 
as England. The English refugee traitors were bani.shed 
from Philip’s dominions; and Sir Henry Cobliain avciit 
over to Madrid to negotiate a commercial treaty. Thus, 
Avheu at last Drake Avas able to emerge from bis lair, 
ho found the air filled AAdth such a peal of harmony 

I Tlio tiiulitioii of Iih hiding in Drakeh Pool can only loror 
to this pGiiod. 
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that it Avas ii.soloss to expect his sighs to ho hourc]. 
In dospaii lie resolved to seek service in Ireland, 
and ill the spring of 1575, armed with a letter of intro- 
dnctioii friiiii Ilawldiis, lie joined the Earl with liia 
frigate the Falcon.^ 

Aroiiiid lissox was gathered the llowor of English 
knight-or'raiitry, and the ad venturous seiiniaii was re¬ 
ceived rvith o]) 0 n arms into their comjiany. Hero were 
niack John Norroys and Ids hi'otlier William, and 
others of their stamp fresh from the Low Oomitry ivars, 
Tlioy wore tins last of the old race of incdieval Koldicrs 
whom the Erinco of Orange’s niathuniatics were soon to 
improve away—“lircathiug valiant” men who, hut of 
head and stout of heart, gave to iSliakespcave his .stormy 
captains, and like them higoted, (piarrelsniiio, and loyal, 
loving, hating, and fighting, raged through Lhoir lives 
at Uoiiiei'io pitch. Those, at an ago wlion a mail’s nature 
receives it.s hist impre.ssioii.s, were Jlrake’s constant 
comradc.s; with these men ho now for months .shared 
darigor and privation ; what wonder if the .strong fellow¬ 
ship that such an atmosphere alouo ongcuder.s left its 
mark fur over oii the adventurous sailor 1 

Nov was this the sum of his changed .surroundings. 

1 mA. iim 510, fol. 103, k ,V. i*. Irelaml, liii. 4S1. X R. 
hr land (Eelioh) vol. viii. Klowc says, “ he rui-uishwl at his own 
[inilii'i' expcnac /hire frigates, with nioii and iiumitioin, ami .survud 
voluntary.” Es.^ox .speak.s of having tlireo (rigalos in Iii.s sru'vico, 
Imt calls tlioiu “your lla.ii‘.sty'.s frigiito.s'” (ItsHux to the Quii™, 
Deveroux, i. 11.3-117), and the ai'cenuts slunv Divdcu receiving 
pay a.s captain of tlic RtUcirn, and not otherwise. Tliia, liow- 
evor, appears to be tlie lirst introilnrUim ul' this elass of vessel 
into the Englisli service, and Drake may have pre-seutad thoin to 
her-~to slnit the Lord Admiral's luouLli on the subject of 
piraey. 
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K tlic ago still bred its Hotspurs, it was begetting lagos 
too, and. such a one was Mr. Thomas Doughty. Of all 
Drake's comrades, thi.s accomplished gentleman won the 
largest share of his affection. Ho was a man whose nature, 
once perhaps admirable, had been poisoned by the atmo- 
sjjhero of intrigue in which he had lived. It was a type 
which more justly reflects the age of Elizahotli than any 
one of those brilliant figures who by the very fact of rising 
above the ordinary level most attract the attention, and 
it was a typo mo.st niccl}'' calculated to nun the rougher 
nature of Drake. He was a scholar of no mean pi’e- 
tensiona, and could display both Greek and Hebrew; he 
had served a campaign or so in the Low Countries, and 
gracefully supported the reputation of a soldier; he had 
studied law at the Temple, and could discouisc in 
honeyed phrases the fashioiial)lc philosophising of the 
hour. Drake always loved a scholar as he loved a 
soldier, especially if ho were a Cambridge man, as Doughty 
seems to have boon. Even Essex had been won by his 
parts. He ha.d been in a confidential capacity in the 
EaiTs household, and wlicn Essex found his work was 
being thwarted. Doughty had been sent over to try and 
remove the obstruction at Court. Eiit ho was now in 
disgrace, for he had brought hack a lying report that 
the difficulties were all due to Leicester’s slanders. Essex 
had written afuriorxs letter of complaint. Leicester had 
explained, and Essex in a dignified apology declared 
that he should withdraw his confidence from Doughty. 
Tlie discredited servant continued, however, to .serve as 
a soldier. Drake and he became inseparable, and .so 
brotherly in their affection that the seaman even im- 
jjarted to his friend the secret on which his whole heart 
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■vvas bent, and they vowed to niiitc thoir efforts in 
bringing the great; advoiituro into being. 

It is casj' tu niidurstand the delight vdiicli Jlrake’.s 
liuiiuiiiity found in the polished .society of .sucli a iiuin. 
For tlic warfare in which ho wa.s engaged "^ras of a fierce 
brutality beyond anj'thing ho had seen. 'J'he Irish .sea.s 
were swarming with piratc.s, and in burning their gallcy.s 
and suppoi'tiiig Essex in hi.s wrotcliod man-hunts, the 
frigates Areio chiolly engaged. All wa.s murder, rapine, 
and fire, and the piteous spectacle culminated in the last 
act of Essox’.s proconsul,ship. To the isle of Ihithliii tlie 
chiefs of the rchel.s and the invading Scots had sent 
thoir women and children for refuge, and so heartlo,ss 
Was war in those days that even this pattern of Eliy.a- 
hothan chivalry conceived the idea of destroying them 
all. As tlic Earl retreated to the Pale, I ohn Norreys with 
his company was left hohind at (Jarrickfergns under 
orders to concert with the sea-captains the stu'piiso of 
tlic sanctuary. One day in Julj', a ilotilla c.scorted hy 
the throe frigates suddenly left the liarhour. T'wo daj^s 
later, in spite of every diilieidty, a landing was oH'ected. 
The first assault on Bruce’.s Castle wa.s rejinlsi'd, ljut on 
Drake and his follow-captains getting two heavy guns 
ashore, the Scots leader speedily capitulated, d’lio 
garrison was given over hy Norreys to the vengeance of 
the soldiers ; two hundred souls wore massacred as they 
loft the castle, and then day after day a cruel hunt 
went on till every cave and hollow of tho.so stonu-l)eatcii 
cliifs had echoed with the victims' shrieks, and not a 
soul—man, woman, or child—could ho found alive in Rt, 
Columha's Isle, So iniserahly did those two famous 
captnius first join their hand.s in war. We can Imt turn 
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from the sp(sctiiclo in disgust, and try to think of it as the 
jjarciit of that most cliivalrous veiitiu'c when Drake and 
Nori'oys wont out alone to fight the nation’s battle, and 
set an exiled inonai-ch on his throne. Drake himself, 
while the massacre went on, was busy ■with the frigates, 
burning eleven Scottish galleys; and liail it not been 
so, still we con Id hardly blame him for sharing an 
exploit which the Faery Qucen’.s own knight could 
describe to her in an exultant de.spatch. 

'With the close of Essex’.s mission Drake’s services 
wore no lunger required in Ireland, and ho came home 
tvith a glo'^ving letter of i’ecomn)erulation from the Earl 
to Walsingham. Es.sex had hecn thoroughly impressed 
witli the capacity of his new officer, and now that he 
could no longer find him work he sent him to the 
spirited Secretary of State as a inun fit to serve figainst 
the Spaniards. The cxprcs.sion nceil not surprise ns. 
Through good report and evil report A^’alsmghani had 
been Essex’s staunchest friend. Both -were consistent 
supporters of the war policy, and Walsingham may even 
have asked for a likely man; for once more the wind 
had gone round and was blowing gustily from the 
stormy quarter. Cohham’s mission had proved a failure, 
and he had returned without having removed the Grand 
Inquisitor’s opposition to the proposed exterritoriality of 
heretic merchantmen. In Don John of Austria a new 
champion for Mary Stnart was sounding hi.s challenge 
ill the lists, and under ln,s countenance the English 
Catholic refugees had fitted out a pirate fleet. Daily 
the Council were debating a war with Spain, and scri- 
oinsly considering the proffei'od allegiance of Philip’s 
Dutch Tchels. Walsingham was now supported by all 
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the Council except tlio oW peers and T’liilip’s jiensinncr. 
I^von the cautious I]urlcii;li wns catcliing the war-fovur. 
The city niorcliantSj tromliling for tlioii’ triidc, ^FOlo still 
liebitatiiig, 'wlion, in tTannaiy, IhTO, canio the nows that 
a ship of Sir Thomas Oshornc, one of the greatest of the 
lucvchaut princesj had hoon seized in a Spaidsli port, and 
its crow Hung iulo tlio dungeons of tlio Ii\i|nisition. It 
was the last blow to tlio tiiuo-lionoured alliance, as Iho 
allair of Vera Oruz had hoon t!ic first. The country 
was thorougldy roused. lihV.ahcth was furious. Parlia¬ 
ment was smnmonod io provide the sinews of wnr, and 
Cohliam went over to nrii,s.sols to tliroaten iliai’ if Alva’s 
convention wore not at once rati(led, the Queen wovdil put 
into execution “ some remedy for her relief that she would 
not willingly yield unto.” 

It was no idle (hreat. Soon after tlio delivery of 
Es.se.x’.s letter, Drake had been surprised hy the sight of 
Walsinghinu’s grim face in his lodging.?. As soon as 
they wore alono tlio Secretary luid unfolded a map, and 
informing IJrako tliat tlu! Queen had received injuries of 
the King of Spain, for which she desired revenge, asked 
him to mark upon it the j)ohit.s at which Philip might 
1)0 most annoyed. Thinking his hour had indeed come, 
yet cautious .still in the midst of hi,s excitement, Dudee 
began vaguely to hint at his mighty j)vojoct. ’\Valsing- 
haiu at once a.sked him to reduce it to writing and sign 
it. But tile wary seaman was not to ho caught. No 
doubt he preferred to keep his own secret, for the King 
of Spain’s eyes might he anywlicroj he.sido.s, lie wiis too 
good a Protestant not to ho ovoi'flowiug with tlio idea of 
which the assemliling Parliament was full, and ho refused 
to jmt pen to paj)or. “ I-Ter Majesty is mortal,” ho told 
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the Socretiuy, “and if it should please Clod to take Her 
Majesty a-^vay, it might be that some Prince might reign 
that might lie iii league -with the King of Spain, and 
then will mine own hand ho a-witness against myself.” 
It was all l^alsinghnm could get out of him then. But 
a few nights later he received a simiinons from the 
palace, and -ivas introduced by the SecLotary into the 
pre.sence of the great Queen herself. 'With all the 
witchery she so strangely exercised o\ or the sturdy 
chivalry of her time, she a 2 )pealcd to tlic young sca- 
cajitain as some distressed inhicess to an errant knight. 
Her caitiff kinsman had foully wronged her, she was 
pining for revenge, and he alone was worthy of the 
quest. So with a woman’s art .she claimed his service 
and drew from the eager seaman the outlines of his 
immortal projeo.t for a raid into the Golden Sea. 

Full of hopeful re.solve ho loft her, but it was only for 
new disappointment. By the end of March the wind 
had changed again. The wayward Queen had quarrelled 
with her Parliament for being as Protestant as Drake, 
and h.ad rudely dismissed the Dutch envoys. The broach 
between the two natural allies widened as the summer 
went on, till in the autumn Elizabeth was actxially cou- 
tcin 2 )latiug an active policy against the Prince of Orange. 
Walsingham was in despair. He saw hi.s efforts to open 
the perver.se Princess’s eyes were useless j he saw she 
had obstinately made up her mind that Philip meant 
jjeace, and determined to save her from henself, his 
unrivalled genius for mauagement seems to have sho-^vii 
him in Drake an in.strumcnt to force her into war with 
Spain, 

llow the affair was managed it is still impossible to 
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sny; Init ilicre can l)o no doubt that ilio (^bicon wiih 
approiiuliod through TIatton, ami no oiio iit that moment 
was bettor calcuhiLod to load her into mi.schiof than her 
liaiidsoinc captain of tho guard. Fortunately Q’lioinas 
IJoughty’H talents had again Horved him in good stead, 
and ho was now Idatton’s jnivato sccrclavy. JJoughty’s 
olo(|UcnL tong'uo turned the favourite’s head ■with 
the (hiMling prospect which the vonliirc promised, and 
in duo course tho Queen told Dralco she was ready 
to subscribe a thousand crowns to tho expense of an 
expedition to jjanotiato the .South Sea; hut it was on 
tho express eoiidition that tho whole iill'air was to ho 
kept a profound secret, and she gave stringent orders 
that above all not a word of it should he breathed to 
Lord llurloigli. 

.So like a naughty child did this strange woman try 
to cheat lier most trusted counsellor. Ilut the Jjurd 
Treasurer ivas not so easily outwitted. Ido know ovnry- 
thiiig, though ho held his peace, and (]uiotly wont to 
wo]dc to prevent the praidc on wliicli his wayward 
mistress was hciit. Sad to relate, a tool was ready to 
his hand. No one knew better than ho an dago when ho 
saw him, and with such a man ho could play as ho 
would. Doughty, ignorant perhaps of dlraku’s rela¬ 
tions with dValsinghani and the Queen, felt that his own 
Court iiilluenco had done everything, and jealous of tho 
prominent position which Drake assumed, revealed tho 
whole project to Jhudeigh. It takes away tho breath to 
think that tho great Minister with wlioin all the glories 
of Elizabeth arc associated should have doliherately set 
to work to wreck tho most brilliant and tyjdcal acliieve- 
inent of her reign; yet what tho instructions wore 
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wliicli Doughty received from the astute old schemer 
Lccaino only too plain in the sequel. 

Meanwhile Drake, without a suspicion of his friend’s 
treachery, throw himself into the work of floating liis 
company and organising the expedition. It vus in a 
happy hour, for just now the tow'n wa.s run mad on 
exploration. In the autumn of 1576 Frobisher returned 
from his attempt to discover a north-w'ost passage into 
the South Sea, and had turned every one’s head with 
some ore ^vhich he had brought from Labrador, Court 
and city vied with one another in supporting his venture 
for 1577, and Drake caught the tide of speculation at 
the flood. Leicester, Hatton, Walsinghaiu, and other 
courtiers took shares freely. Sir IVilliam IVynter, 
Elizabeth’s Admiral-at-Sea, so rvarndy supported the 
scheme that the younger ’\V 3 'nter was appointed vice- 
admiral. It also seems to have received the sanction of 
the Ftawkiiiscs, for young William Hawkins, the son of 
the Governor of Plymouth, sailed with it. Cadets of 
the best Devonshire families freely volunteered, and 
when the little sea-captain with his fine clothes and 
his page, and Diego, his negro, strutting at his heels, 
swaggered into the Temple to see Tom Doughty, thoro 
were found plenty of spirited young harristers weary of 
their briefles.s existence and eager to embark their 
younger sons’ portion in a romantic adventure. Drake’s 
frank blue eyes and hearty self-reliance spread con- 
fldence around liim, and he was soon busy equipping his 
expedition regardless of cost. 

Ill Plymouth liaihour three ships were brought for¬ 
ward for a vo 3 'age to Egypt. There was the FeUcan, of 
one hundred tons and eiiihtcon guns, which was to serve 
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him for iiis “admirn,]” or fiaj'E.hijj; tlui Itliti i/ijohl, a hiu'quo 
of Uiirty tons ami sixteen guns; and n pT'orision-hhip of 
fifty tons, wiiich ho c;dh‘(l Ihe i^wan, after the little 
vessel in Arhieh ho iuid founded Ida fortiiiies. Tii Sep- 
toniher tlohii Wynter came round from the Thames 
with a flue new aliip of oiglity tons and sixteen guns, 
named the Elhuhelh, and a pinnin'o of fifteen tons, 
wiiich Drake ro-eliristoned the Chridoiiliey, in honour 
of Ifatton. The Miin/ffold and the H'wan were com¬ 
manded by two of the gcntloiiicn volunteers, Mr. 
John Thomas and Mr. John Ohestor; while the CJhria- 
committed toTomMoono, the trusty carpenter 
wlio had scuttled the old Siniii, oil’ (Jartagona five years 
ago. Doughty scom.s to have considered himself as 
(Japtaiii of the Jjand-.soldior.s, Imt otherwise had no 
command. The crows, all told, numbered one hundred 
and fifty men and fourteen hoys, and ineludod men of 
hcieuco as well as comhatants and mariners. Amongst 
these Doughty was careful to enrol an ally. l!\jr some 
months past his brother John had been confined by order 
of the Council without a trial, on a charge, there is reason 
to believe, not unconnected with tl\e scandal about 
Leicester having poisoned Essex. Hoping probably 
never to hoar of him again, Tjoiccster had boon recently 
indneed to consent to his release, and for this ominous 
recruit 1 lorrghty obtained a place as gentleman volimtoor. 

Erom a natural lavisliness, no los.s tban a sagacious 
belief in the efficacy of di.sjday, no oxpemso was .spai'cd to 
make the squadron as sploudid as possible, Hkilful nuisi- 
cian.s wore engaged, and arms and raunitioriH of tlio be.st 
patterns provided, while the hog,ship was fitted with all 
the splendour proi)or to the dignity of its commander’s 
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commission as Captain-General. His table furniture was 
of silver, richly gilt and engraved with the family arms; 
his cabin was redolent with perfumes, which the Queen 
herself had given him; and in every way ho was .sur¬ 
rounded with all the state and luxury of one of her 
Maj esty’.s Admirals-at-the-Sea. 

To the end Drake .suspected nothing. True, Doughty 
had been overheard in Drake’s garden at ri 3 ’'mouth 
making use of expressions which seemed to hint that the 
t^ueen and tlio Council were to be bribed into winking 
at piracy; but Drake would hear nothing against hi.s 
friend. Indeed there is no reason to believe that 
Doughty revealed the destination of the sipiadron to the 
Spanish agent, though the Spaniard must have guessed 
that the thin disgui.se of a venture to Alexandi'ia covered 
another of those sharp sui'in'ises with which Elizabeth 
loved to season her diplomacy. Don John liad assumed 
tlie government of the Spanish Netherlands, and the 
exiled English rebels were gathering round him in siiite 
of Alva’s convention. In the summer letters were inter¬ 
cepted revealing hi.s romautic dream of conr|uering Eng¬ 
land for the love of hlaxy Stuart; and the Spanish agent, 
caught in corrc.spoudcncc svith the Scots Queen, was 
sent to the Tower. At last "Walsinghani and Leicester 
persuaded Elizabeth she was being betrayed, and war 
was on every one’s lips. Arms and troops and projects 
to annoy the King of Spain were the only talk in the 
Coiuidl; and it is impossible to believe thiit secret orders 
had not enlarged Drake’s innocent commission for trade 
and exploration, as on November 15th, 1577, at the 
height of the war-fever, he ran proudly out of Plymouth 
b-Thmir 
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In days when tlie cartli socinS) hardly to have a .secret 
still iiuprofaned, it is difficult to gra.sp through what a 
world of shadowy terrors Drake had resolved to push 
his way. Yet wo may conceive the strange fancies that 
mixed with the music of iviiul and wave, of trumputH and 
violins, as ho paced the poop of his little llagship and 
;vatchod her four frail con.sorts rising and falling to the 
mystcrioiis savcII of tho Atlantic, yince the discovery of 
the Now World no event had so profoundly moved men’s 
imagiuatrou as Magellan’s great aehlevomcnt sixty years 
ago. Till the] I it was believed that America rvas part of 
one vast continent that covered all the Mouth Pole, and 
was one with New Gtrinca; and even now, geograplioi's 
taught that tljero was no southward pcs.siige from the 
Atlantic into tire Mouth Sea except l)y tho narrorv sti'iiit 
through which tho groat Portuguese di.scovoror luid ])[issed 
to liud the Old ^Vorld boyoud the Ncav. Time after time 
the mo.st renowned offiocr.s in tho Spanish .service hiid 
attempted to follow in Magellan’s track, but even tho,so 
wdio .suoceodod in i)assiiig tho strait had demoiistratoil with 
di.sastor the impracticability of the route. Por a gcuora- 
tiou it had been abandoned: the riches of tho South Mca 
cuutiimod to pass overland by Nomhro cle Dio.s; ami 
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primeval silcneo liarl oiKse more settled upon tlio desolate 
shores of Patagonia. 

To tlie real and kno^yn difficultic.s of the navigation, 
the seienee of the day added all the terrors of its 
naive deductions. The pr?//wm mohila was supposed 
to set u]) so violent a westerly current that even if a 
man passed in he could never return. So great was the 
dread the idea inspired that Magellan had been com¬ 
pelled to hang two of his chief officers before he could 
proceed, and the last attempt to penetrate the passage 
had been frustrated bj' open mutiny. For those who 
had no science, myth and legend provided horrors in 
plenty. The seafaring folk of Europe generally believed 
the fires of Heaven would consume all who attempted to 
pass the torrid zone; and those whoso comrades had 
passed and lived, still shiiddci’cd at a void heyoiid where, 
engondered of incessant storm and darkness, the great 
Atlantic swell was born. Yet it was through this region 
of prodigies, chartless and. unexplored, that Drake with 
his imperfect instruments was going to find his way; 
and those were the men whom, with no help of modern 
di-sciplinc, he had to persuade to tlie work. They" had 
onlj'^ agreed for a voyage to Alexand]'ia, nor was it till 
the little srpradron rendezvoused at Mogadore, on the 
west coast of Morocco, that they know anything more 
adventurous was in the wind. At any time they might 
refuse to venture farther into the burning void. "With 
all the support of his officers Drake could barely hope 
to in.spire them with his own daring; and at his side ■was 
his dearest friend sworn to overthrow the voyage. 

It was not long before Lord Burleigh’s tool was at 
work. Eunning down the African coast as far as Cape 
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Blanc, Brake aji'iiin j)iit in witli lialf-ii-dozcu prizes he 
had ])icko(l up on the H'-.ay. Hero ho proceeded to clean 
his ships, and while the rummagint; wiis going on 
Bonghty got the soldiers ashoj-e to exorcise them at 
their weapons. There was a prospect of sharj) work 
ahead, for Brahe meant to water and victual at the Gape 
Verde Tshuids, and force might he needed, Mayo, which 
was thou a iiotaljlc haunt of pirates, was the first point 
attempted, and hero Doughty, with Gaptaiii Wynter in 
his company and sfimo .seventy nmskoteors, was landed 
to scour tho island for pi'ovisions. Once out of sight, ho 
hugan scci'otly tam[iorii)g 'with tho men, and afto]' a half¬ 
hearted attonpit to trade witli tho inhabilants returned 
to the sliips with a report that nothing was to ho luid. 
It is possihlo that this unsatisfactory ])erformanco already 
aroused Brake’s suspicions, hut the constancy of his 
friendship aulicvod him to give no sign; and when next 
day ofl’ St. lago a rich Portugno.se prize hound for tho 
Brazils was captured. Doughty was placed in command. 
Besides .silks and other valuable goods, it contained all 
the stoi'os ^vl^ch the lleet nccjded, with the oxcoplion of 
such tliiug.s as were to ho had in ahundance at the island 
of Brava. Thither, therefoj’o, Drake at once proceeded, 
taking no further procautioiLs with tins prize than to send 
his brother aboard to represent his interests. 'I’homas 
Brake seems to have hcon tho last survivor of the eleven 
Bt\irdy Protestants who had been reared on tho Medway 
hulk; and, with the exception of Tom Moono, ho was 
perhaps the only man in tho expedition on whom tho 
Admiral could implicitly rely. Ai-rived at Brava, Brake 
went aboard tho prize to arraiigo for the discharge of tho 
prisoners, and fomicl himself at once face to face with 
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liis now difficulty. No sooner did lie steji on clock than 
Doughty came up and accu.scd Thoina.s Drake of having 
pilfered the cargo. On inquiry, one of Hatton’s men, who 
was now Drakc’.s trumpeter, made a similar charge against 
Doughty, and not only was his accusation supported hy 
others, hut .some trifling articlc.s belonging to the prisoneis 
were found in Donghty’.s po.ssession. In vain he prote.sted 
they were presents. Where prize was concerned such a 
defence was inadmissible, and Dralco flew into a passion. 
He told hi.s friend plainly that it was not Thomas 
Drake, hut Francis, that he meant to di.sparage; he 
accused him of seeking to sap his credit with the fleet, 
and swore hy God’s life he would not have it. For, iin- 
lilco the later Puritans, Drake was no precisian. He could 
swear like a gentleman, and on his occasions used his 
fashionable accomplishment with some freedom. Still 
it was not his ivay to hark without biting, and he ended 
his outburst hy ordering Doughty aboard the flagship, 
and giving the conimaiid of the prize to his brother. 

With the exception of one .smack which had been 
exchanged for the C/irkfopJicr pinnace, the whole of the 
other captures had been already dismissed; hut the 
Brazil .ship .so nicely suited. Di-.ike’s needs that he had 
resolved to attach it to the squadron as an extra 
victualler, and before leaving the confines of the Old 
World, whore now they were, he set at liberty all his 
prisoner.s. Drake’s gentlemen were not a little astonished 
at his clemency ; it was not at all their idea of honour¬ 
able piracy. Some of the Portuguese passengers ■wore 
men of wealth and position; yet not only wore they 
discharged without ransom, but a newly-set-up pinnace 
was given them that they might get back comfortably 
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to Rt. lago. Olio, liowcver, remaiiiud behind, and the 
oxcoption i.s important. [Fe was a pilot for tho Hra/dls 
from (Iciioa, with a Genoese love of adveutm'Q; and 
so soon as lie hoard Dralce’s iiiLentioii of poiicirating 
into tliQ I’acific by Magellan’s abandoned route, bo 
voliintoorod for the voyage. ni.s services wore aeeejitod 
gladly enough, and with this valuable addition to tho 
.stair, the eoui'.so was laid for the Kiver Plate. 

For the present no further notice was taken of 
Doughty’s iniseonduet. Mr. Vicaiy, one of tho barris- 
tors who had volunteered from tho Temple, iutorcodod 
ill his behalf so suoco.s.sfully that Drake left liiin in 
peace on hoard tho Pi'luav, while he himself sailed in 
tho prize. But hi.s forhcaraiico was of little avail. An 
they crept .across tho J lohlruiiis, constant coinplaiuta 
eamc from the PcVimn that Doughty was trying to 
take upon liimsolf tho coimnand of tho shij). Tlic gravity 
of the situation lay in the fact that thcpn.sitJon of soldioi'.s 
and gontleiuon volnntocrs on board ship had not yet 
been doternuned, and tho consequent jcalou.sy and in.suh- 
ordination wore exactly the in.struinonts lic.sb suited to 
Doughty’s hand. It was a r[uo.stion of oxtreino delicacy, 
and on its light adju.stmonfc tho efficiency of the navy hung. 
At Brava Doughty luid begun by assciuhliug the i'c/Mvwi’.'j' 
crew, and wliilo charging them to look to tho mastei' in 
all matter,s of .seamanship and navigation, ho had given 
them to nnclcT'stand that howu.s there as Drake’s deputy 
to exercise the powers of life and iloath contained in the 
(iueon’s commissian.* In tho absence of tho captain, 

' Son "TIik sum of Tboa. Pouglitip'.s oration uiiim ilic PcVu'im, 
etc.,” Ihui. MUfl, (1221, /«7. 7, miiittoil ill Yttu.'c’s collection, J/tiL 
isr.i 
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Doughty may really have thought that ho was entitled 
to Goinmand. Lieutenants had not thou lu'on intro¬ 
duced into the sea-service. The second officer of the 
ship was the master, invariably a practical seaman; 
hut in the Spani.sh service seamen Ijad always to give 
place to soldiers, and as Spain then set the fasliion in 
all things military, Douglity probably' thought it a duty 
he owed to himself and the other gentlemen to teach 
the master his place. But Drake knew better, and 
face to face with the question for the first time he 
grappled it with all Ids jua.storfnl directness. No 
greater deljt is duo to him than that ho successfully 
resisted the ideas which paralysed the Spanish navy; 
and it is in that very arrogance which disgusted so 
many of his contemporaries, that much of his greatness 
must bo sought, For from it was Ijrcd that blustering 
pride in his profession which for the first time taught 
soldiers to respect their brethren of the sea; it was 
his spirit that inspired Shakc.si)eare’s Boatswain; it 
was ho who made “ Out of the tvay, I say ! ” the standing 
order for soldiers aboard Engli.sh ships; and it is to 
tlio high credit of both teacher and tauglit that no 
admiral wnis ever more j'opular with the military than 
Francis Drake. 

A.S Doughty' had been sent aboard the Pelican under 
reprimand, hi.s case was one of peculiar aggravation, 
and thing.s soon came to a crisis. The offender ncvci- 
ceased his preteusious, and one day so far forgot him¬ 
self as to take advantage of some rough practical juke 
that the seamen were jdayong on the Admiral’s trumpeter, 
to he revenged on his accuser. The m.au had apparently 
Kono on hoard the flagship in the course of his duty', ami 



61 


S'/H FRANCIS DRAKli 


CHAP. 


Dralco SGoms to have regarded tlic insult as a piece of 
cloliborato iiisuhoi'diuatioii. Ou the truiiipcLcv’s com¬ 
plaint, lie sent a boat for Doughty, ami ,so soon as lie 
caino alongside, -vvithoiit j)ermittiiig liim to set foot on 
the shi]) or to sa}^ a word in his defence, ho peremptoiily 
ordered him on hoai’d the victual-ship in utter disgrace. 

On Ajiril 5tli the coast of Brazil was made about 
Eio Orando, and hero they lo.st toiicl) of the fail’ weather 
that liiid attended tlieui. iSuddcn fogs, accompanied 
U'ith heavy weather, scattered the ships and drove 
them one after another deep into the niontli of the 
La J'lata in search of water and shelter. It was not 
till the end of the month that they all got together 
again, and Drake, resuming Ids command of iJie Pi'linin, 
ventured to continue his course to tlic sunlli witii his 
roassemlded licet j l)nt no sooner liad he doubled Point 
Piedras than another .storm struck them, and the 
vietnallor parted company. Doughty was still on 
board of her, and Drake, who like other sailons had Ids 
.superstitions, began to think Ids Jonahs wore brewing 
the bad wcatlrer. They had never ceased to tamper 
with the men, and in hi.s anxiety to discredit the 
Admiral and advance his brother’s party, John Doughty 
had used his Plebrew and Greek to claim acrpiaint- 
anco witli the black art. TJie incos,sant gales which 
Drake encountered as lie .struggled southward in soarcli 
of a port to reorganise the scpiadron did little to 
remove his .suspieioms. The ships were contiiiiuiUy 
]o.sing touch, and so sure as they attempted to ride, 
a gale would tear them from their anchors. Did 
lirako venture inshore with his jiinnaco to explore 
the coast, a squall would .strike him so suddenly that 
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only by tlie daring seamanship of liis officers could lie 
ho rescued from destruction. Ilis brother in the ijriiie 
was missing altogether; and the victualler, with its 
uncanny passenger, had not been seen since it first 
parted company at Point Picdrics. 

For six weary weeks the .struggle southward continued 
till five degrees north of Magellan’s passage Port Desire 
wa.s disooverod. Here the .stonn-hcaten fleet found rest; 
and now at the moment when all danger seemed over, 
the viotuallor mysteriously reappeared to enjoy the 
security. But this -was not all. Her nuister had to 
report that not only had Doughty never ceased to 
disparage the Admiral and make liinisolf ajjpear as tlie 
real commander of the expedition, hut that he had 
done all in his power to g’Ct Mr. Chester, the gentle¬ 
man captain of the victualler, to cpiarrel with the 
master and defy his authority. So .serious had the 
.situation on board become that some one had even gone 
so far as to remind the offender of the fate of Magellan’s 
mutinous vice-admiral, Imt Doughty had only laughed 
and said Drake had no authority of life and death, and 
gallows were for dogs, not goiitlenien. Even if Drake’s 
power of life and death was over intended to apply 
to the officci'.s and gentlemen of the fleet, it is highly 
improbable that he at all contemplated such an 
extremity. But it is certain that lie was bent on 
ujiholding the authority of the sea-ofiicer.s, and that 
Doughty, with Burleigh’s iiistructioiis and his own end 
in view, was deliberately fouientiug the jealousy between 
them and the gentlemen. Still Drake seems not to have 
de.spaircd of bringing his friend to reason. Being in 
want of firewood, and desirous of making hi.s squadron 
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more compact, lie resolved to break up the victualler, of 
which there was no longer need; and ndiile tlio work was 
going on he once more took Doughty on his own ship. 
But BO persi.stciitly did he continue his cflbris to paraly.sc 
tlio oKiiedition, that one day in a fit of exasperation 
Drake ordered him to he hound to the mast. It was 
ail ignominious sea - piinishinent, well designed to 
teach the geutleiucn their place. But the niiitlor did 
not end there. The continued friction was fa.st chafing 
Drake’s masterful spirit to a dangerous heat, and as 
.soon as the offender was released both ho and his 
brother were ovdereil on hoard the smack Chrid\)ph('r. 
A-t last the conspirators began to be alarmed. It was Tom 
Moone’s ship, and the trusty old earpeuter was the very 
pattern of a pirate’s lieutenant. Truculent, fearless, 
and devoted, he was Drake’s chosen iuBtrumeiit for deeds 
he dare not oavu ; and reading murder in tlio grim sea¬ 
man’s eye.s, the brothers refused to ohuy Drake’s order. 
His only reply was to direct tneklo to ho rigged to sling 
them on hoard. 

Oil June 3i'd the four vessels that wore still together 
again stood southward, hoping to find that Thoiini.s 
Drake’,s lost vessel had pwceeded tlieni. Again they 
encountered adverse gales, again the ve.ssel which carried 
the Doiiglities parteil company^ and again, after Di-ako 
had desisted from the hopeless struggle southward and 
wms runiiirig back up the coast, she reapyioared. Ho wa.s 
now convinced that the rvcatlier was due to sorcery, and, 
determined to niako his squadron still mui'e compact, 
he rosolved to abandon the Christopher. Tom Mooiio 
was taken on hoard the Pelimn, and the Doughties were 
handed over to Captain Wynter on the Mkaheth, with 



V 


WlTCimS' WEATHER 


71 


strict orders that 110 one should s])eali: to them, and that 
neither of them should he allowed to read or write any¬ 
thing but what a man could see and understand. It is 
easy to smilo at such credulity ; hut rather should we 
bow before the undaunted spirit which, opprc.sscd as it 
was with imagined terrors, could yet bravely lift the 
load of o2J2Jo.sitiou which each day grow more real. 
For now the crisis of the voyage wa.s at hand. The 
harassed Admiral had given the order to stand onward 
as far .south as the latitude of Magellan’s Straits; everj' 
man in the fleet know at last for what he had been 
brought so far, and at any time Drake might find mutiny 
staring him in the face. The least credniou.s might well 
believe that they wore already in the confines of that 
fabulous storm-land, iii which Thomas Drake and their 
comrades in the prize seemed already engulfed. As 
they knew the world, it was .siimmer-tinie; and yet, as 
they painfully beat soutlnrard, at every league the skies 
grow more Avintry and the sea more tempestuous, till 
with infinite toil having reached the required latitude, 
for the third time they were hurled baedr. 

It was an ill Aviud, but as though Drake’s precautions 
had paralysed the Doughtio.s’ magic, it blcsv him to his 
brother, 80 severely, however, was the prize found to 
have suffered in the storms that Drake resolved to put 
in at Port St. Julian to finally refit for the des^jcratc 
attempt. It Avas the natural harbour Avhere .sixty yeans 
ago Magollau had made his last lireparations; and Avell- 
nigli overwhelmed Avith fatigue and anxiety, Drake 
entered it in safety on June 20th. It Ava,s like the end 
of the earth. For six months ho had been sailing out 
into a Avorld on which (fotl’s back seemotl tnrnefb Met 
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there it was, ujion the .shore of that forsaken wilderne.s.s, 
that the first sign of Christian men fell upon his oye.s j 
and that sign wa.s the stump of Magollau’.s gallo^rs. 

What wonder if, as Drake with troubled brow gazed 
upon that jagged fir-p,ost, the gliost of the old admiral’s 
resolution whispered in his ear, and he saw amid.st the 
desolation a sign from Heaven? "Buried at its foot 
they found the skeletons of the tivo mutinous offiecr.s, 
while on board the Eliuthih the prcsouce of the 
prisoners was fast demoralising Wyntor’s .ship’.s com¬ 
pany. It was clear the sittiatiou could not continue, 
though Doughty was still confident that the Admiral 
clave not exercise his powers upon a gentleman. But 
he knew not his friend, nor could ho measure the spirit 
to which the formulas that hind the world in chaiirs 
aro but as tlircads. Drake was no man to suffer a 
groat purpose to bo strangled with tlie phraso.s of a 
parchment. By the ol<l law of England an olloiider 
could 1)0 always condemned by tlw judgment of his 
peers, and so by fir.st priiiei[)le.s lie out the knot. On 
the last day of dune the crow.s wuro .summoned 
ashore, and there over against tlio giillows of Magellan 
Drake sat in judgment upon his dcare.st friend. The 
timc-liallowed forms of the Engli.sh law were rever¬ 
ently ])re&0rvcd- a jury was em})ane]led ■with Wyntor 
at its head, and solemn articlo.s wore road rvliich 
charged the prisoner where he .stooil with mutiny and 
treason. Then with hitter taunts and acrimonious evi¬ 
dence the wrangling trial wont on. Hearsay, i)rojudiee, 
and abuse were heaped on the wretched piisoner’is head 
in a way that shocks us now to road. But such wa.s 
then the everyday scene in the old courts of Eii'daud 
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where our liberties were shaped j and few piisouers fared 
so rvcll at Westminster for another century as did 
Thomas Doughty at that first Lynch-coiirt amidst the 
desolation of Patagonia. Though every one believed 
him guilty of treason, he rvas acquitted because the 
evidence was iiisufSciont—an unusual piece of clemency 
in days when juries W'crc expected to convict on their 
general impressions. It was not till they had found 
him guilty of mutiny that Drake produced any evidence 
himself. At the beginning of Lho trial he had protested 
that it was no matter of life and death; but in the 
midst of one of the sorry wranglings Doughty boasted 
of having betrayed the Queen’s .secret to Loul Burleigh. 
Then at last the whole truth burst upon Dralce, and 
he knew the case was even more dc.spei'ate than ho 
thcmglit. Leaving the traitor standing alone with his 
brother, he called the companies down to the shore, and 
laid his lieart Irare to them. He told them the Avhole 
story of the expedition from first to ki.st, ho told them 
what it meant, and asked them what a man deserved 
who had conspired to overthrorv so great an undertaking. 
“ They that think thi,s man worthy of death,” he cried 
out at the last, “ let tho 7 n with me hold up their hand,s.” 
And as the words left his lips a throng of brown hands 
surrounded him. 

On the second day from tlie trial the tragedy was played 
out. Wyuter, it is said, made an effort to save the culprit, 
but Drake’s hand was set firm upon the plough. On an 
island over against the relic of Magellan the block was 
placed, and lioside it an altar where side by side the two 
friends knelt to receive together the Sacrament in token 
of forgiveness. Hard bjq tables were spread with the 
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best the stoi'es provided, and there they all oaroiisod 
together in a farewell banquet to their coinraflc. 'When 
the feast was ended, with courtly jests Doughty drew 
near the block and the boon coinpaiiions gathered round. 
At the last, as one who had lost in a game of hazard, 
he embraced the friend who had won, and Dj-akc toolc 
payment without a flinch. He showed no animus, nor 
did .sontiniont sap his purpose one jot. Like everything 
else, his affection had to bo sacrificed to the mission. 
Doughty had .stood in the way of the great Ics.son ho 
meant to teach hi.s country, ami he had been honourably 
removed. Tliat wa.s all. Ko the sword fell, and when 
the provost-marshal hold up the ilrippiug head, Drake 
cried out, unmoved, “Lo ! this is the end of traitors.” 

What wonder if his heart was hardened 1 What 
wonder if it was said of him afto'Wards that he was a 
man hard to I'cconrile? Such a tragedy might well 
have poisoned altogether a nature less magnanimous. 
Ho would always S])eak of his friend with love and 
admiration; hut the memory of his treason never failed 
to rouse in Drake something that made him tcrrihle to 
his officer.s. 

.lohn Doughty he spared with a wise clemency ; 
hut the rest had still to he taught the les.son which the 
dead man had so hardly learnt. As the work of cleaning 
and refitting went on, the tcn.sion hetwocn the gentlemen 
and the sailor.s continued, till Drake could endure it no 
longer. lie was overwrought and de.sporalo with the 
trouble.s that beset him, A month went by, and then 
once more bo called the companies ashore. The 
chaplain thought it was for a sermon, but Drake said ho 
would preach himself that day, and a wholesome .sermon 
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iL Avas. Ho told them the mutiiioii& discords must cease 
or the voyage would lie ovcrtliroAA'ii, '■ I must liayc the 
gentlemau to haul and draw with the mariner,” ho cried, 
“ and the mariner with the geiitlonian. I would kiioAV 
him that n'oiild refuse to set his hand to a rope.” He 
offered the MurtjyiM to any who Arished to go hack. 
“ But let them take heed,” he said, “that they go home¬ 
ward. For if I find them in my rvay I Avill surely sink 
them.” With one accord they all con.scnted to go on 
and IciiA^e the Avages to him. Then turning to Captain 
Wyiiter, Avho stood at hi.s.side, he dismissed him hi.s Khi]!, 
and cashiered eA^ery ollicor in the squadron. They asked 
him Avhy. “ I.s there any reason Avhy I should not 1 ” ho 
retorted. As he grerv more excited ho rounded upon 
the traitors that ho knew, and in teiTor they huiuhlcd 
themselves at his feel. iSo in triumph he told them once 
moi’G liOAv it Avas tlie Queen aaTio had .sent him out, and 
hoAV they had come to set the kiiig.s of the earth by the 
ears, and Avarnod them of tho fate that aAvaited them if 
the voyage turned out a failure. With that, as suddenly 
a.s before, he restored every one to the rank of Avhich ho 
had just been deprived, and Avith cheery Avords of hope 
and kindlinos.s ho dismissed them to their duty. 

From that moment his rexmtation as a disciplinarian 
Avas unrivalled. Tlio state of his ships Avas a Avoudor to 
all AAdio suAv them, and Spianiards themselves considered 
his men as comparable only to their oavu Italian legions. 
Flo more AA''as heard of the quarrels and jealousy. The 
Avorlc wont rapiilly on ; the prize had been broken up to 
supplj'" the other three ships with fireAvood; and on 
Angn.st 20th, 1578, the three .shqjs that remained hove-to 
h“forn tlin of ISfinronm 
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Lord Burleigh’s sclicmc had failc<l, and Drake was 
kiiocldii” at the goldeu gates. In the tuetli of tlic 
astutest Ministers of the time, he was altonfc to blow the 
Ijlast before irliich the giaiit’.s door.s would II}' 0])oii, 
and deliberately to goad the giant into open tight. I'kill 
of the momentous moaning of his resolve, ho 2)aused U2)oii 
the threshold to do honour to the mistress whoso favour 
he wore. Before the frowning entiy ho eausod liis lloet, 
in homage of their sovereign lady, to strike their top-sails 
upon the bunt as a token of his willing .and glad mind, 
ami to show his dutiful ohcdicnce to Her Highness. It 
was a piece of true Elizabethan chivaliy, ami like .a true 
Elizabethan knight he accompanictl it witli a shrewd 
stroke of policy. Sir Chri-stopher Hatton had now no 
visilde connection with tho voiitnro. The vessel named 
after him had been broken up), and his roprosontativo had 
hoen beheaded. Dr.ake knew well how Hat fell provmss 
at the Faery Queen’s Court if a m.an had not a friend at 
her ear. He knew, too, that no reputation was so 
fashionable just then as that of a j)atron of discoveries, 
nor could he be ignorant that all the new favourite’s 
goodwill would be reipiired to save, him from Bnrlcigh’s 
power. Bo on the poop of the little flagship was idaeed 
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the crest of the Captain of the Guard, and in his 
honour the Peliaub became the Golden Hind. 

So pj'otGcted, Drake boldly entered the Straits. Then 
from the towering snow-cone,? and threatening glacier.? 
that guarded the ontjj the teniposte swept down upon the 
daring intruders. Out of the tortuous gulfs that through 
the bowels of the fabulous Austral continent seemed 
to lead beyond the confines of the world, rude squalls 
hufl'eted them this way and that, and currents, the like 
of which no man had seen, made as though they would 
dash them to i)ieccs in the fathomless depths where no 
cable would reach. Fires lit by natives on the desolate 
shores as the strangers struggled by, added the terrors 
of unknown magic. But Drake’.? fortitude and con¬ 
summate seamanship triumphed over all, and in a fort¬ 
night he brought his ill-.sailing ships in triumph out 
upon the Pacific. Then, as though maddened to see 
how the adventurers had braved every effort to destroy 
them, the whole fury of the fiends that guarded the South 
Sea’s slumber rushed liowling upon them. Hardly had 
the squadron turned northward than a tei’rific gale 
struck it and hurled it back. The sky was darkened, 
and the liowcls of the earth seemed to have burst, and 
for nearly two months they were driven under hare 
polos to and fro without rest in latitudes where no ship 
had ever sailed. On the maps the great Austral 
continent was marlccd, but they found in its place an 
enchanted void, where wind and water, and ice and 
darkne.s.s, seemed to make‘incessant war. After three 
weeks’ strife, the Mnnjyuld went down with all hands; 
and in another week Wynter lost heart, and finding 
himself at the mouth of the Straits, went home in 
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despair ; while tlie Golden Hind, ignorant of the deser¬ 
tion, was swc])t oiico more to tho south of Capo 
Here, on the fifty-tliirJ day of its fury, tho storm 
coased exliaustcd, and Drake found himself alone. Dut 
it Avas no niomont to ropine, for he knew he had made a 
di.scovcry so brilliant as to deprivu even Magellan’s of its 
radiance. He aauis anchored among island.? soutlnvard 
of anything known to geographers, and before him the 
Atlantic and Pacific rnllo<l together in one great flood. 
In his exultation he landed on the farthost island, and 
Avalking alone Avith his instruments to its end, ho laid 
hiinsolf doAvn, and Avith hi.s arnns emhraecd the soutliorn- 
raost point of the ki\o\vn world.^ 

The .spell seemed lirokcn. As AA'hen tho hci'o h]oAV.s 
the magic trum])Ct, tho dreaded hnhvarlcs had fallen, 
tho brazen gaf.e.s of tho castle had (!isa[)pcai’od, and in 
their place stretched a broad and smiling AA’ay into the 
golden garden. The very forces of Nature tlnit had 
seemed a part of tho enchantment ceased their .sfcrngglo 
to stop the man that made such light of their terror,s, 
and let him go in trinundi on his path of plunder u]) tho 
slumbering coast of Chili. 

About a month later, little dreaming Arhat had taken 
place, the crcAv of the Grand CaHain of the. Goiit/i, Avere 
lazily AA'aiting in Valp.araiso harbour for a Avind to carry 
them to Panama with their cargo of gold and Chili Avinc. 

1 Ohsrrwllons of Sir Itichurd IlmoHns, ji. 22-1, llak. Sou. 187R. 
Drake’s (li.suovujy fir.sl appears on a Diiteli silvur plmjuo exoculeil 
in liis lionoar, apparently, dining his visit lo Ifoilainl in liiSd. Tile 
Trrra, AiiUmUs entirely ihsappoars (on Dmko’.s autliority) iu the 
map attached tu Hakluyt’s Bccond edition, 1598. Orlulma, liinv- 
ever, continued to join Tiem del knego Avifli the Terra Au.slvnlis 
Incofniila. 
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As they louiigerl over the hnhvarks a sail appeared to 
the Tiortlnvard, and they made ready a pipe of wine to 
have a merry night with the now - comers. A.s tlio 
stranger anchored they beat lier a welcome of their 
drum, and then watched her boat come along.side. In 
a moment all w'as in confusion. A rough old salt was 
laying about him with his fists, shouting in broken 
Spanish, “ flown, dog, down! ” and the astounded 
Spaniards were soon tight under hatches. It was Tom 
Moonc at his old rvork. Hither the OoWen Jliiitl had 
boon piloted by a friendly Indian in its search for pi'O- 
vision.s and loot. The little .settlement ivas quickly 
plundered of all it had worth taking, and Drake’s 
mariners, who for mouths had been lir’ing on salted pen¬ 
guin, and many of whom were suffering from wounds re¬ 
ceived in an encounter rvith the islanders of Mocha, were 
revelling in all the dainties of the Chilian paradise. 
For throe days the mysterious ship, which seemed to 
have dropped from the skie.s, lay in the harbour collect¬ 
ing provisioms, and then, laden with idctuals, it sailed 
away northward with its prize. 

Drake’s great anxiety now was to rendezvous his 
scattered fleet for the sack of Lima and Panama, and 
assured that Wynter must he ahead ho fully expected 
to find him in 30 ° north latitude, the point agreed on. 
After an ineffectual attempt to water at Goquimho, 
where ho found the >Spaniards in arms, he dis¬ 
covered a natiual harbour a little to the noith of it 
wMoh suited his purpose. In a mouth his preparations 
wore coraploto. The men were thoroughly refreshed; 
a pinnace had been set up; the Gulden Hind refitted 
from .stem to stern, and under the ttuidauco of the pilot 
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of the Grand Capluhi lie seb oub to realise the dream of 
his life. Every one, except perhaps poor John I)o\ightj", 
was in the highost spirits. The rcbiirii of health and 
the glorious climate made them reckless of the dangers 
of tlicir single-luuided attempt. Still they tru.sted to 
find the Elizabeth, and as they searched the coast for 
water with the pinnace they never lost hope of hearing 
of her. Fresh plunder constantly compensated for 
their continued disajjpointiuent. At one point on the 
coast of Tavapaca they found a iSpaniaid asleep with 
thirteen bars of silver ho.sido him. They fij)ologised 
profusely for disturbing his nap, and politely insisted 
on making iimond.s by relieving him of hi.s burden. 
Farther on they mot another driving a train of giiana- 
coes laden with .some eight Imndrcd pounds of silver, and 
expressing themselves shocked to see a gentleman turned 
carrier, they took his place; but somoliow, as they after¬ 
wards said, they lost the way to his honso and found 
themselves .siiddoidy just where they had loft the pinnace. 
So they romped along that peaceful coast, startling its 
luxurious slunil)er.s with shouts of reckless laughter till 
they came to Arica, the frontier - town of Peru and 
the point where the fabulous wealtii of the Poto.si miuo.s 
was embarked for Panama. It was a place inpiortant 
eirough to have tempted the Mizahfifh from her tryst. 
Pmt not only w.as no trace of her to bo found, but so hot 
was the alarm in front of Drake that two small treasure- 
barks wore all there was in the harbour to plunder, and 
the town was in arms. A few hours ago a galleon had 
escaped northward, laden with eight hundred bans of 
silver, all belonging to the King of Epain, and fuming 
to so narrowly miss his revensjo, Drake at once resolved 
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to give chase. Without further cure for his consort 
or any attempt on the town he hurried on witii hi.s 
pinnace and the Valparaiso prize, till at Chuli, the port 
of Aretpiipa, they saw the chase at aiichoi'. Her capture 
was without a blow, for not a man was found aboard lier 
—nor a bar of silver either. Two hours ago the whole 
of it had been heaved overboard to save it from Dralco’.s 
hands, and in a fury of disappointment he at once set 
both the slow-sailing prizes adrift out into the ocean. 
Fur he was rc.solved by a dash on Lima to out.strip his 
notoriety at all costs, and so once more the Gohleji 
Hind and its pinnace spread tlieir wings northward 
alone. 

It was on February 15 th that, in the dead of night, 
they cpuetly entered Callao de Lima, The harbour 
was full of shipping, and the pilot whom Dridco had 
.seized from a vessel ou(.sidc was mailo to talce him right 
in among them. A ship from I’anama was entering 
at the same time, and as they anchored side hy side, a 
custom-house boat at once put off and hailed them. 
Not content to wait till the morning, a sleepy officer 
hoarded the Gulden, Iliud, and heforo he knew where he 
wa.s lie tmnhled right on the toji of a big gun. Frightened 
to death, he wa.s over tho side again in a moment, and 
his boat dashed away crying the alarm. The ship of 
I’anama cut her cahle.s, and Drake slipped into the 
pinnace to take her; but as she .showed fight he left 
her for the present and turned to ransack tho defenceless 
sharping that lay .around liim. From .ship to ship ho 
went, but not an ounce of treasure could he find. It 
was all ashore e.xcept avast quantity which hail recently 
been shipped for Panama in a large vessel called Our 

a 
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L(ul}j of the Oonceidion, aiiil nickiianiGcl the Bpitjire} 
That was enough for him. Jio returned to the Golden 
Hind, left his anchorage, and as he drifted out in the 
calm which had fallen, he captured the ship of Panama. 
But then ensued a delay both exasperating and dangerous. 
For three day.s there was not a lireath of wind, and the 
Yiceroy of Peru, marching down from Lima with two 
thousand troojrs, .sent out four vessels to capture or hum 
the rover as he lay becalmed. All was in vain. Ere 
they found heart to close with the terrible sti’angor the 
In'CQze sprang up and away he went in hot pursuit of 
the treasure-ship. It luid fourteen days’ start of him, 
but he did not despair, and while the Viceroy was 
solemnly ca.sting guns to arm vessels to pursue him, 
Drake ;vas ransacking ship after ship for trensuro 
and news of the chase. iShe liad stopped at Truxillo 
to load more bullion, and each pi'izc told liim ho was 
overhauling her. At Paita he learnt she had sailed 
but two (lays before. The scent was now hot indeed. 
Exasperated to miss his prey so narro'wly, the Admiral 
promised a golden chain to the man who fii’st sightO(l 
her, and sAvoro she should ho his, though he tore 
her from her moorings at Panama itself. Across the 
line they raced aird still no sight of her, till on March 
1st off Cape San Francisco young John .Drake, Ids 
page and nepherv, claimed the reward. Foarfnl of 
alarming his quarry, Drake at once ordered casks to ho 
trailed astern, and so managed to keep hull doA\m till 
nightfall. Then the Golden Ubul rvas slipped, and in one 
hound rushed alongside her prey, A single shot brought 

^ See deposition of her master in S. P. 82 x 1111 , 1580, Imijdle .'cviii, 
9. b. 
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her to reason, and then side by side the two ships ran 
westwards for throe days into the silent wastes of tlie 
Pacific. For three days more they lay together, and 
when they parted there were added to Drake’s treasure 
thirteen chests of piece.s of eight, eighty pounds weight 
of gold, jewels untold, and the GoWjen Hind was literally 
ballasted with silver. 

So huge was the booty that the only thought was 
home. To attempt Panama .single-handed would in 
any case have been madne.ss, and Drake resolved to 
return, hut not by the way he came, The great 
discoveriG.s he had alreadj' made did not sati.sfy his 
greed for renown. He had stvept one whole con¬ 
tinent from the globe; by his survey of the coast of Chili 
he had for the finst time determined the shape of 
niiotlier •, and now ho was minded to settle for ever the 
question of the h!"orth-\Yost passage. From the Atlantic 
his rivals wore seeking the fabulous Strait of Anian, 
and by that channel, if it existed, he determined to find 
his way homo. 

His daring resolve completely ontwfitted the Span- 
iard.s. The Viceroy of Peru sent his most brilliant 
officer, Don Pedro S.ariniente do Gambo.a, in piu'suit. 
He sought the rover towar-ds P.anama, but ho was not 
there. Still ignorant that it was not the only pa.ssage 
between the two oceans, he turned to bar the way at 
the Str.aits of Magellan, and Dr.ako was not there. But 
far away, in his palace at Mexico, Don Martin 
Enriquez, the perjured Viceroy who eleven years ago 
had broken his word at Vera Cruz, had news in 2Jlenty. 
Mocking greetings from his unknown enemy disturbed 
his ease, and he had to read news from the Hioarauuan 
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coa^t that sorted ill with a quiet siesta. There a 
corsair, the like of whom no man had seen, had been 
at -work. His prisoners had found him suri'ounded liy 
a eouucil of the younger sous of the fir.st men in 
England, ^v■ho always iip])roachcd him hat in hand 
aud stood in his pro,sence. Ho dined in .state to 
the .sound of ^dolins, and lii.s crew, whoso di.sciplinu 
filled the Spaniards "with amazoiiiont, adored him. lie 
was a martinei,, aud took no man’s adrice, but ho heard 
all alike and had no favourite. Ho had artificer.s of 
every kind, and at the Isle of Cano had ju&t careened 
and refitted hi.s .ship, God and Hi.s .saint.? only know for 
what fresh depredations. He had eiu'tograplier.s, who 
wore making charts of the coast as he ■went, so Unit 
whole fleets might follow in his track. vViid as for 
catching liiiii, so well armed and .so fast ivas his shiiJ 
that that was out of the ipiestion. Tlio whole const of 
New Spain was in a fever of alarm, for they knew it 
was the .Sfimo Drake, the consin of Aqninoz, who, five 
years ago, had raided Nombi’e dc Dio.s. The liishop of 
Guatemala liogaii melting hi,s chimc.s into guns, ship,? 
w'orc fitted out and troops moved up and down. In a 
month they exjiocted to be ready to take the sea, but 
in a week Drake had done his work. Swoo2nng on 
the 2iort of Guatulco, ho had found the court sitting, 
carried oft' all the judges bodily to hi.s shi2), and 
then made them .send an order for every man to leave 
the town. This done, ho rovictualled at his ease from 
the Spanish storohonsos, and next day he was away 
once more. He had les.s idea of staying than over; for, 
lurking oft' the coast of Nicaragua, on the track of the 
China, trade, ho had made a capture of greater value 
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than all Ills trcasnrp It Yvas a A^es'icl on wliicli wevo 
bailing two (lliiiui ])ilots, and now snug in the tahiu 
of Spain’s arch-enemy rvere the whole of the secret 
chaits l)y which was conducted the rich Spanish 
trade across the Pacihe. 

For Spain it was a disaster of which no man could 
see the end, and, hugging his inestimable treasures, 
Dr.tke sped iioi’thward to find his way liack into the 
Atlantic, J!y the first week in June he Inid leached 
close-hauled on the noitk-cast trade us liigh as the lati¬ 
tude of Capo Mendocino; hut here ho was suddenly 
caught in a storm of extraordinary severity. His 
rigging was frozen, his crew were half jiaralysed. Still 
lie struggded on, firiitg hi.s men with his own hot courage. 
In two days more he reached the latitude of Vancouver, 
and there he gave up the struggle. The land still 
trended westward, the weather grew more and more 
.severe, arrd he made up his iniird that if the passage 
existed it was impraeticahlo. So tlie great resolve 
was takeir, arrd ruinring south to find a port to prepare 
the Golden TIind for her tremendous oft'ort, he put into a 
natural harbour near San Francisco, whore the cliS's 
were white like those at home, and the soil was 
tocniing with gold. As fort and dockyard rose I'ry 
their lonely shores the Indians gathororl in wonder and 
would have worshipped the .strangers as heiiigs from a 
hotter land. The horrified Puritans protested as kindly 
as they might, and when persuaded Drake was human, 
the .simple savages crowned him in his mistress’s name 
king of New Albion. So at least the old navigators 
understood the strange corcinonies with which the 
month of their stay was occupied; and the loud lamcuta- 
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tions of their friends when they departed filled their 
imaginations with visions of an empire of Englishmen 
hardly less grand than the great reality. 

It was on July 2 oth that, with a boldness we can 
hardly roalise, the course was laid direct for the Moluccas. 
Their in.strnmeuts for finding latitude wore far from 
perfect; longitude it wa.s jjractically impos.sible for them 
to determine at all; their logs were so di.stnisted that 
as a rule they preferred to gues.s the runs; and the 
variation of the conipas.s was a.scei'taincd rrith childish 
crudeness. Yet Drake did not even condescend to fol¬ 
low the boatoii trade-track of the Spaniards along the 
ninth parallel. But straight across the Pacific, from 
where he was to where he rvi-shed to he, ho pushed his 
way as it were by inspiration. For sixty-oight days 
they had no sight of land. By the end of September tlioy 
found themselve.s close to the equator, and turning to tho 
northward to avoid the counter-current, on the la.st day 
of the month they ran in amongst tlio Carolines. 

Thorcst is longtotell; how, gettingclcar of the pilfering 
natives, Drake made tlie Pliilippines, and coasting along 
them lan from the southern point of Mindanao through 
the Talautse group and past Togoland(j to the Moluccas; 
how at Tarnate he made an exclusive commercial treaty 
with tho Idng which, for a century afterwards, was tho 
sheet-anchor of our diplomatists in their quarrels with 
the Dutch and Portuguese about the East Indian trade; 
how he careened again at an island near the Groyhoiuid 
Strait, and then, after trying to beat northward into tho 
Macassar channel, turned back to pass southward, and 
was at once entangled in the reef-eucumhored seas that 
wash the eastern coasts of Colehos; and how, after 
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escaping a thousand dangers in the first days of the 
year 1580 , as they were sailing along the south of Paling 
Island with a fine topsail breeze, they ran full tilt on a 
reef. There for twenty hours they lay at the mercy of 
Clod. All around was deep sea, where no hold could he 
got for warping. Every shift was tried, but not an inch 
would the trea.sure-laden vessel stir, and death only 
grow more real before them. Hopeless and exhausted, 
they desisted from their eftbrts, and in solemn pi epara- 
tion for the end, took the Sacrament together. Then in 
the good old Puritan fashion, to aid the Lord, Drake 
made jettison of guns and spices worth their weight in 
silver, till lo! in the midst of their pious labour the 
wind changed, and, like the breath of the Saviour in 
answer to their prayers, gently slid them from the rock. 
It was the gravest danger of all their vo}age, and for 
nearly two mouths more, as they groped their way 
about the Plot is Sea and struggled with baffling gales, 
they hourly expected its recurrence. But every peril 
was OTorcome at last, and in March they were well 
clear of the Archipelago, and with thankful hearts 
refitting, cleaning, and victualling in a southern 
port of Java. So the groat exploit was accomplished, 
and the prayer uttered so devoutly six years ago upon 
the giant tree in Darien was more than fulfilled. Clod 
had given His supplicant life and leave to sail the South 
Sea in an English ship, and he hud sailed it from side to 
side. Its secret was Euglaud’.s at hist; and, laden wdth 
its wealth, in two months more the triumphant explorer 
was ploughing his homeward way towards the Cape of 
Good Hope. 



CHAPTEr. VII 

TIIH filUCAT MrbTAKR 

At home, for more thnn a. jmar, nothing hiul hoon heard 
of Ifrako l)eyond a I'uinonr that Iio had Itoun taken l)y 
the vSpaniai'ds and hiu\ged. Tluifc the Douglity phjt had 
failed, and tliat the Queen’s chief i)iratc had entored the 
Mouth Moil, was known to the Government. Wyntor liiid 
hrought tlio new.? in the .suininer of 1570, together with 
a report of the chao.s of &tonu into whielr the CJoldcn 
llinil had disappearoil. Burleigh and the ])arty with 
■which ho was acting were consoling themselves with the 
reflection that their bugbear must certainly liavo gone to 
the bottom, when one day towards the end of August, 
Mendoxa, the Mpanish Ambassador, sjirang upon them 
tlie astounding nows ivhich tho Vicero}' of Mexico had 
ju.st had the pleasure of sending homo. Tlio peace-party 
Avore aghast. Except the vague report of Drake’s execu¬ 
tion, there seemed nothing bcUvoen tliem and Avar, and 
Walfeiiigliam could rub his hands over tlie success of his 
scheme. Philip, howcA’-er, Avas as sloAv as Elimheth ivas 
irresolute. Moreover hi.s hand.? Avoro full of his pre¬ 
parations to seize the inhciitanca of the tlyiug King of 
Portugal, and Mendoza was instructed to accept the 
Queen's excuse. She had jJrotestnd that Ilrako avus a 
jirivate adventurer, and that she had notliiuir to object 
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to his allogeil cxecntioii, and that if ho c^'or oamc homo 
lie would IjQ scverclj' dealt with. So all the ■warlike 
ambass.idor could do Avas to sit down and wafeh like a 
lynx for the pirate’s reappearance. 

Such was the welcoino that awaited the Golden Iliml, 
as ono day about Michaelmas 1580, woriu-caton and 
weed-clogged, she laboured into Plymouth Sound.' 
Drake, no doubt, was ready, as he alway.s was, to be 
di.sowued, and if necessary to disaiipear; and no .sooner 
had lii.s anchor plunged triumphantly into the 'well- 
known waters than hi.s friends warned him of lii.s peiil. 
’IVith characteristic decision he immediately warped out 
his priceless burden behind St. Nicholas Islaml, and 
making the plague which had been r.iging in Plymouth 
his excuse, refused to land. There he lay defiantly while 
his messenger sped to Court, and amidst the wonder of 
his friends and the caresses of his wife he resolutely 
aAraitod the end. 

In a Aveek came a summons to Court. Drake obeyed 
at once, but be did not go alone. lie had received 
letters of advice from his great friemls, and in his com¬ 
pany Avent a train of pack-horses laden Avith the cream 
of his plunder. It AA'as oil to assuage the storm Avhioli 
Mendoza Avas browing in the Council. Ilurleigh and tlie 
more earnest of the peace-party refused hi.s gifts Avith 
scorn, but still Drake had no cause to lose heart. He 
reached Loudon in a moment so happy that it Avould 
almost seem again as though some fairy godmother had 

1 So Sioorot nas Drake’s arrival kept that every authority assigns 
to it a ciilibrent elate, r’aryiug from Sopteiiihor ISth to Novciiihcr 
3ril. Prohahiy lio arrived September 2(jtli, and landed Oetoher 3rd 
CV -if-ll 
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waved her ivand to save him. Tim Ooundl had recently 
learnt for certain that Philij> had seized Portugal almost 
without a blow, and that Don Antonio, the lirotoiulGr to 
the throne, had been hunted from the realni like a 
■wild Ijoast. To the fabulous power and wealth he 
already possessed, Philip at a stroke had added the vast 
possessions of Portugal. Tho whole world sccmfid 
stretched at his feet. The great Armada in Cadiz was 
still unused, and free to .strike no one know whore. 
Fearing tho worst, tlie Council with feverish haste wore 
pushing forward military preparations, wlien tho very 
week that Drake came home news reached London that 
a vSpanifeh force had landed in Ireland. ETigland’s hour 
seemed conio at last. Half the Council wore in despair, 
and ready to liave peace on any tei’ins, wlicn suddenly 
the tone of English diplomacy changed to a ringing note 
of resistance. For tho Queen’s little pirate was wlirsper- 
ing in her ear, as lie walked beside her relating his 
adventures, th.at though tho whole world were tho King 
of Spain’s garden, yet it was hers to jiliick the fruit as 
she would. 

Mendoza raged, hub nothing could ho got save an 
order to Edmund Treinayno at Plymouth to register tho 
plunder and .send it up to London. Tremayne wits an 
old confidant of the Queen’s j and on tho heels of the 
order Dr.ake followed with a private letter under her 
sign-manual telling the Devon justice to turn his liack 
while lier well-hclovod subject secretly alrstracted ton 
thon.sand iioumls’ worth of bullion for himself. It was 
a sum equal to about eighty thousand pounds of our 
money, and this was part of his i-eward. 

Still the Queen would not openly recognise him. 
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Though she refused to see Mendoza while a single 
iSpimish musketeer remained in Ireland, still in her usual 
way she attempted to allay his auger. An inquiry was 
hold at which the whole of Drake’s crew swore that not a 
single act of cruelty had been committed as the Spaniards 
alleged; and so much of the plunder as Tremayne chose to 
see was registered, sent nj) to the Tower, and a return 
given to the Ambas-sador. Dut each day he grew more 
furious. Drake came back to town, bringing up the 
Ooldan Hind for all the world to stare at. He was the 
lion of the hour, and every day had long interviews with 
the Queen, so charmed was she with her little pirate and 
what he had brought back. In vain Mendoza and his 
friends tried to frighten the London merchants witli the 
prosjroet of war, or an enrbargo at lea.st. The splendour of 
Drake’s achievement, and the richno.ss of his presents, 
turned every one’s head. Eumour swelled the amount 
of the phmdor to a fabulous extravagance. His very 
crow seemed princes in their splendour. Ihvo years ago, 
l)eside Doughty’s grave, they had agreed to stand to their 
Captain’s courtesy, and so well had ho treated them 
that the people ran out of their houses as they swaggered 
by, to wonder at their wealth. So, in .spite of all 
Mendoza could threaten, louder and louder gre\v the 
exultation as the news of the triumphant exploit spread 
through the realm and waked in the farthest hamlet the 
old fierce spirit of the Hundred Years’ War. 

Still Mendoza, with the support he had in Council, 
was dangerous, and Leicester and his fellow - share¬ 
holders tried to bribe him. The attempt only made 
his complaints the more indignant, and as month after 
month of intrisue went by, people were still uncertain 
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whether, after all, Drake or his treasure would not luu^o 
to be given up. But Elizabeth never doubted a moiiieut; 
she and Walsinghaiu had fresh work ftir him to do. 

Terecira, one of the Azores, liad refused to roeogui.so 
the 8pani.sh conquest, and Don Antonio, luiving escaped 
to rari.s with his life and the Braganza jewels, was crying 
In.stily for help to go and support his faithful suljjeets. 
Ahd.singham saw tlie opportunity. Drake and his 
contemporaries were lifting naval warfare to a new IcA^el, 
and the far-.sightod Foreign Minister was the lij'st to learn 
the le.s.son their exploits taught. Hitherto tlie mivy had 
been the mure handmaid of the military, and had Irecn 
used by belligerents for nothing more iutclligentthnn raids 
upon each other’s coasts. But now the wisest heads in 
England began to divine for it a higher function than 
the paltry cross-rat'agiiig of tho Middle Age.s, and to see 
the tremendous -weapon a poAverful fleet would 1)0 in the 
liaiida of tho power that first used it against an enomy’.s 
trade. It is Drako’.s chief claim to be called a greiit 
adinir.al, that he was tho pioneer of this strategic revolu¬ 
tion. Above all countries Spain was most expo.sod to 
such an .attack, and ho saw that the moment had come. 
Terceira was on the dii’oet road of tho fleet,s returning 
both fi’om the East and West Indie.s, and Drake told 
tho Queen if he might seize it in Antonio’s name and 
act from it as a base, ho could so utterly destroy the 
trade of Spain that .she would be able to dictate her 
own terms of reconciliation, Elizabeth seized the bait. 
'Whether or not she grasped the whole significance of 
Drake’s proposal, a privateer -war in a pretender’s name 
was irresistible to her tortuous statecraft. By March 
it wa.s already whispered that Mr, Drake was Koing 
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on a second voyage, well fiirnislied and countenanced. 
Walsingliam was Inisy working out alternative projects, 
and in Aptil tlie Queen threw off'all disguise. Drakels 
ivoi'iu-eatun ship 2iad lieen hauled ashore at Deptford, 
and on the 4tli of the month the Queen went down, and 
after a haiiquet onboard publicly knighted the “ iiia.ster- 
thief of-the unknown world.” The G-uldfn Ilind was 
ordered to be proaerved for ever, as a rvorthy rival of 
Magellan’s Vicioria, and all the world knew at last that 
the “ King of Spain’.s long legs ” were in sore danger. 

In July the expedition was ready to sail. Hauldii.s 
and Drake had arranged it together. Courtiers and 
mei'cliants had freely subscribed the cost, and everi 
adventurous .spirit had flocked to their flag. KoiTe 3 -s, 
Bingham, Carloill, and all the rest were there, and Benton 
and Yorke, Frobisher’s favourite lieutenants, Aveie each 
in command of ships. Don Antonio had come over, and 
after a secret interview with the Queen had pawned hi.s 
jeivels and gone dorvn to Plymouth. Nothing Avas 
Avanting but the order to sail; but day after day AA'ent 
by and nothing but scolding came from the Queen. A.s 
usual Avith her on the eve of doing something heroic, she 
AA^as lo.sing heart and fretting herself into a .state of 
uorvou.s irritability. She Avas angry because Di'uke had 
spent c£2000 more than tlie estimate: she could not 
get a definite aiisAA^er from the French king that the 
contingent he had promi.sed Avas going to sail; and 
.she Avas fast persuading herself that by a reneAval of her 
flirtation Avith the Due d’Alen^on she could frighten 
Spain into condoning Drake’s offences. A.s the days 
Avoiit by in inaction Drake lost his temper too. No 
doubt he Avas not loss masterful since hi.? brilliant rocep- 
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tion, and his .siilcndid self-reliance was more than ever 
impatient of restraint. Pardonably jealous of his sudden 
predominance, the Irish oHicersand Frol)islier’s men found 
unendurable hi,s habit of listening to every one’s advice 
and always taking his own. Yorkc was even suspected 
of treachery, and by the middle of August, when sailing 
orders were hourly expected, .so acute had the, friction 
grown that they all found it necessary to resign their 
commts.sions. 

Drake and Hawkins had triumphed. The whole 
affair u'us now in the hands of their own set; but still 
no letter came from the King of France, and in a week, 
afraid to act and afraid to draw back, Elizabeth had hit 
on one of her disastrous coni])roniises. Ehe resolved to 
send a little squadron under Norreys and young William 
Hawkins, and to pay off the rest of the hoot. Don 
Antonio refused such pitiful patronage, and after vainly 
trying to recover his jewels, retired to France in a rage. 
William Boroughs, of Muscovy fame, came down with a 
commission to break up the expedition, and so ended 
one of the most brilliant projects that a far-sighted 
strategy ever hatched,* 

Drake’s deep disappointment is ea.sy to jheture; but 
the Queen would not hear of either his or Hawkins’s 
leaving the country. Till she had pushed France into 
the fire she did not mean to provoke Siiain further, and 
till Bpaiii was occupied with a French war she wanted 
her be.st men at her side. So in organisation and rontino 
work Drake had plenty to do for his wayward mis¬ 
tress. He was chosen Mayor of Plymouth too, and was 
soon busy with projects for its improvement and defence. 

* Bw^e's Oompleai Ambassador, 379 ct scq. 
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Nor was tliis all. Leicestor, bent on saving something 
from the wreck of the ahortiv^e venture in which he hud 
been deeply engaged, rc.solvcd to organise from its ruins 
an expedition to carry out one of Walsiugham’s alter¬ 
native schemes. It was for a trading and exploring 
voyage into the East Indies to widen the opening which 
Dr.ike had begun. Again an attempt Avas made to 
combiuo Lho tAvo sets, and the command Avas divided 
hetAveen Fenton and William UaAvkins. Drake, like 
most other people, knew Iioav incapable Fenton Avas; 
hut at Leicester’s entreaty he loyally ilid his host both 
Avith money and advice to make the thing a .success, and 
Foutoii handsomely acknoAAdedgod his generosity. So 
the expedition sailed next j’-car Avith ali tlie prestige of 
the groat navigator’s support; but Fenton’s stupidity, 
and hi.s jealousy of his biilliant young lieutenant and 
the rest of Drake’s men, proved invincible, and the affair 
ended in complete disaster. 

Thus it Avas that as Avoll as he could, surrounded by 
treachery and jealousy, Drake tried to carry on his life’s 
Avork. When the Queen had finally refused to give 
him up, Philip too had recognised the feud. He AA’as 
keen enough to .see in the Puritan corsair an arch-enemy, 
and diplomacy failing, he stealthily drcAV his favourite 
Aveapon. KnoAving Avell that Drake had enemies, and 
al)ove all that Doughty’s brother Avas living for revenge, 
he offered a sum of more than forty thousand pounds 
of our money to any one who Avould assa.ssinate or kidnap 
the renOAvned corsair. Spanish oAAoiers Avho had .suffered 
from Drake’s depredations, with faith unshaken in his 
clemency to private citizens, Avere sending over an agent 

to Tfr'^'n toriTi'' Avith hiTn Tbi- rmn Ava" ch^rired AV’lth 
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tlio mission, and Im at oime approached -lohu Doughtj', 
who had naturally found it iinjtossihlo to got any redress 
for Ids hrotlier’s deatli. For ohviotia i'eas(jnR Drake’s 
opponents in tliu Council dared not call the execution 
in (pieslion. They liad oven to assent to its iirocediiro 
heingused as a precedent in Fenton’s ofticial instructions. 
Doughty, therefore, eagerly embraced his onl^r chance 
of revenge. The matter was settled; and of course 
Doughty l)egan boasting of what ho wa.s going to do, 
just as before ho liad hoa.sted of his .skill in the Black 
Art. Drake soon hoard of his folly, obtained hi.s arrest 
from the Council, and a spy of the iS])anish agent’s 
confessed the whole crime on the rack. Ho the tragedy 
ended. Doughty remained in prison, and save for one 
despairing cry for hi.s release, so far a.s wo know, was 
never hoard of again.’ 

But so far from its being the end of T’ldlip’s projects, 
he was more than over bent on revenge for all the stiijie.s 
he had received. Wliile the year 158.3 wore away in 
ominous quiet, wliile Drake was mourning the lo.ss of 
his wife, and as a member of the Navy Commission was 
arranging a peace-footing for the llect from which it coidd 
bo rapidly mohilised, the ai'ch-sekemcr of the Escurial 
was piling up his great French plot to crush his island 
enemy. In November it all came to light, and from 
Scotland, Franco, and Spain, a .simultaneous invasion wa.s 
tlireatcning upon a country scored with treason. Thou 
at last the Queen awoke, and wliile the fleet in three 
divisions watched for the coming blow.s, the nation armed, 
ilendoza wa.s expelled, the seaports fortified, the border 

^ S, F. I)om. Rl!-, uliii. /. CO, and ulxiii. Tlntfidd MSS. Onh 
vnl. ii 
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sti'(3ngtliciied, and Catholics arrested wholesale. The 
imniudiato danger passed, hnt the effect of the shock 
remained. Burleigh was now all for action, and ore the 
year was out, hands had been joined with the Prince of 
Or.inge. Drake as member for Tlo-ssiney was voting 
.supplies and death to traitors at 'Westminster; and in 
his pocket were orders that were destined to mark the 
jioiut where the tiile of Spanish Em])iro turned. 


ir 



CHAPTER Vm 

'I'UB DRA(iON MOSED 

^VaiweT) by bis disappoiiitmenl of three years ago, 
Drake threw himself with all his vigour into the woiic 
of organising his foree. Ills jiarliamonlnry rtutios still 
engiigocl his attention, and in Eohruary, IhSh, ho was 
married to Elizabeth Sydeiilniin, the young lioiross of 
a knightly and warlike house in vSoincrsetshire. Fhit 
nothing Avas alloAved to intcidore rvith his mission. As 
early as November in the past year A^'•alBingllam had 
.snnimoiied hi.s son-in-laM’, Captain Cliri.slopher Carleill, 
from Ireland to command the troops, and in the early 
spring thing.s wore so far advanced tliat Philip took 
alarm. ni.s imagination innltipiiod the havoc which 
Drake laid made with one .sliip hy i,ho numhors of the 
gathering' squadron, and lio trembled for Ins Indies. 
Fli.s alarm Avas premature. Onco more a.s Elizahctli felt 
the hot Li'cath of war upon her cheek .she shrank from 
its liorrors like the very AVoiuan she was. Drakots work 
Avas stopjjod, and ho Avas loft to fret as tlm Avoary diplo¬ 
matic dance hegan again. Rut bonea,th it all the mill of 
Philip’s piirpo.se Avent grinding on relentlessly. ITc 
used the lull only to invito a largo fleet of English corn- 
ships to the relief of lii.s famine-stricken province,s, and 
then as they lay nnsnspccting in his porta he seized 
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them every one. rSTever once was the growing Armada 
out of his iniiid. This atrocious onlr.age was but to 
feed his monster, and swift and sliarp was the retriluhion 
it earned, it was in tho last days of hfay, and ere June 
was out far and near tlie seas were .swarming with 
Engli.sh privatoer.s, and El iJrai^ue was unchaiuod. 

Fortified with letters of uianiuc to release tho 
embargoed ves.sels, ho hoisted his flag at I’lyniouth on 
the ElhuhHh llunaveiiiinv, and tliere, by tlie end of -Inly, 
“ in all jollitj' and with all help and fnrtlioranco himself 
could wiali,” a formidable fleet gathered round him. 
Frobisher wa.s his vice-admiral, Francis Knolhus liis rear- 
admiral, and Tlioma.s Fenner his flag-captain. Chris- 
tophor Carleill was there too as lieutenant-general, with 
a full staff and ten companie.s under him. No such 
privateering squadron had ever been seen before. It 
consisted of two hattle-aliips and eighteen cruisers, with 
their compleiueut of store-ships and pinnaces; it was 
maniiocl with a force of soldiers and sailors to theiiumher 
of two thousand three hundred, and it is not surprising 
that constant difficulties delayed its departure. Yet delay 
■was dangerous in the extreme. The Spanish party had 
again taken heart, and were 'whispering caution in tho 
Queen’s car. Even Burleigh grow nervous that she 
would repent; hut at last he got sailing-orders scut oft', 
and, ■with a sigh of relief, entered in his diary that 
Drake had gone. To his horror came hack a letter 
from the Admiral still dated from Plymouth, instead of 
from Finisterre, a.s lie had hoped, and he .sent down a 
warning to urge the iimuediatc departure of the fleet. 
August wore awajy and the equipment -was still incom¬ 
plete, "wheu Drake, ivho •\vas now in constant dread of a 
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countcrmimrl, wns aliiniieil by Sir Philip Sydney’s sud¬ 
denly appearing at Plyiuoutli and announcing his inten¬ 
tion of accuiupanying the cxjiedition. nii\intcd still by 
the memory of the tragedy he could never forget, and 
determiuod to have no more to do with courtiers and 
amateur soldiers, lie secretly sent off a courier to betray 
tlie truant’s escapade to the Court. Ho must ga'oii ho 
suspected, in his desperation, of having set men in wait 
to intci'cejit and destroy any orders that were not to his 
likingd TJu! precaution was nnneccssaiy. Sydney was 
peremptorily stopped, and ore any letter came to stay 
Drake too, the wind had shifted northerly, and all 
unready as he u'as lie cleaved for Finistorre. 

There he avrivod on Soiitomher ’iCth. lie was clear 
away, but that was all. Ho was short both of water 
and victuals. There had not even been time to di,stri- 
bute the stores he had, or to issue his general ordens to 
the fleet. Ho smelt foul weather, too; and, dotormiiied 
to complete somewhere svliat he had left mulone at Ply¬ 
mouth, ho boldly ran in under the loo of tlio Bayona 
Islands in Yigo Biiy. The old Queen’s officers were 
aghast. Entirely dominated by the prestige of .Spain, 
tliey holleved that nothing could ho done against her 
except by surprise, and they tromhled to see their 
Admiral thus recklcs-sly fling his cards upon the table. 
But ha knew what he was doing. As with s.agacioiis 
bravado he had sprung ashore at Santa Marta, and 
had mciokcd the Spanish fleet in Cartagoiiii harbour, 

' Ilisl. il/A’-S'. Com, Jt/'p. XII. iv. 178, 180. TJiu fant.i&tic; coni- 
plu.-don wliicfi Fulko Grevillr. pat on tluij iimiilcnt c.iu only lio 
excusoil by his infatuation for his frieiul. Ilis story not only con¬ 
tradicts itself, but is at issue witti almost every .State Paper wliicli 
touches the question. 
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so now before lie struck he exulted that his luiflesliud 
host should hoar him shout tn garde ! to the King of 
Spain; that they should listen while he cried that Eng¬ 
land cared not for spying traitors, for she had nothing 
to conooal, that her lleets meant to sail when and where 
they would, and Philip might do his worst. It was a 
stroke of that divine instinct which marks out a hero 
from among alile captains;—the magic touch of a 
groat loader of men, under rvhich tlie (load fabric of an 
army springs into life and feels eveiy fihi’c tingling with 
the strong purpose of its heart. 

Two leagues from the town of Bnyona the fleet 
anchored; and resolved at once to disjday his whole 
strength, and cxGrci.se his men in their dutie.s, Drake 
ordered out hi.s piunacc.s and boats for a reconnaib,sauce 
in force. His huldiiess bore immediate fruit. The 
Grovoi’iior sent off to treat, and by nightfall it was 
arranged that troops should land, and in the morning he 
allowed to water and collect what victuals they could. 
But at miduiglit the threatened storm rolled up. The 
troops were hurrioclly re-emharked; and barely in time 
to escape disaster, the flotilla regained the ships. For 
throe days the gale continued, threateuiug the whole 
fleet with destruction till it was got safely up above 
Vigo. There the whole of the boats in which the panic- 
stricken inhahitauts had emljarked their property were 
captured, ami though by this time the Goveruor of 
Bayona had arrived with a comsiderahle force, he was 
compelled to permit Drake to carry out his purpo.se in 
peace. 

By October 8th he was out in the Bayona road again, 
waiting for a wind to waft him on his way, and it was 
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reported at the iSpaiiisli Court that ho had gone toi-^erds 
tlie Indies. The coiibteriiation w.aa universal. The 
Maripiis of Santa Cruz, High Admiral of Spain and 
tlic most renowned naval olHecr in Europe, doelared that 
not only the African Lslands, but the whole Pacific 
coast, the Spanish Main, and the West Indies, were at 
the corsair’s mercy, and told his master that a fleet of 
forty sail niu.st l)e iustantlj' ccjLii])iied for the pursuit. Hut 
though for another fortnight Drake rode defiantly at the 
Bajmna iinchorage, not a limb of Pliilip’.s inert machinery 
could bo moved agaiirst liim; and while the chivalry of 
Spain chafed under their .sovereign’s deliberation, the 
second blow was struck. 

]\Iadeira was passed by and the Canarie.s sjiaved ; for 
Palma, which Drake intended should rovictual him, 
showed so bold a front that ho would not waste time in 
trying to reduce it. It was on another point that his 
implacahle glance was fixed. 

I'ivo j^eaivs ago at Hantiago, the chief town of tho Cape 
Verde Islands, young William 1 lawkins, a personal 
adherent of Drake’s, had been made tho victim of sonic 
such treachery as his father and captain had sulf'ered 
together at Vera Cruz. From that hour it rvas doomed. 
In tho middle of JSlovomher the lloet arrived in the road, 
and the troop.s landed. Threatened by Carlcill from 
the heights above tbo valley where it lies, and from the 
sea by Drake, without a blow tho toivii was abandoned 
to its fate. For ten days the island was scoured for 
plunder and provisions, and era the mouth was out the 
■duchurage was desolate and Santiago a heap of ashes. 

Drake’s vengeance was complete, and exulting like 
Crideon in the devastation that marked his course, ho led 
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Ids skips across the Atlantic. Is there a Tnoinunt in 
history more tragic than that? For the first time since 
the ages began, a hostile fleet was passing the ocean — 
the pioneer of how many more that have gone anil am 
yet to go—tlie forcrumior of how much glory and shame 
and misery ! AVhat wonder if the curse of Clod seenierl 
upon it? Hardly had it lost sight of land when it was 
strickou with sickness. In a few' days some three 
hundred men 'were <lead, and immhcrs of others prostrate 
and useless ; but in misliaken faith and with reverent 
wonder at the inscrutable will of Heaven, Drake never 
flinched or paused. His only thought w'as how to check 
tlic evil. At Dominica he got fresh j)rovisions from the 
natives, and refreshed hi.s sick with a few days on sliore. 
Ml St. Christophor he again halted to spend Christmas 
and elalxji'ato the details of his next move. The point 
w'here I’liilip 'wa.s now to feel the weight of his arm was 
the fair city of iSt. Domingo in Hi.s])aniohi. It was hy 
far tlic most serious operation Drake had yet unclcr- 
takeii. Hitherto his exploits had heeu against places 
that were little more than struggling settlements, but 
St. Domingo was indeed a city, stone-ljuilt and ’walled 
and flanked with formidahle hatteries. It was hold hy 
a powerful garrison, as Drake learned from a captured 
frigate, and a naval force had ]»ceii concciitrated in the 
harbour for its defence. As the oldest towm in the 
Indies, its renown had hitherto secured it from attack, 
and in Spain it wa.s held the queen-city of the colonial 
oiupirc. The moral effect of its capture would Ijo pro¬ 
found, and besides, from Yirginia the governor of 
Kaloigh’.s new colony hail sent home a fabulous report 
of its "wealth. Drake was fully alive to the gravity of 
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thu ta.sk before him. His cli.spo.sitions had never been 
so elaborate, and they evince at loa.st a touch of that 
military genius which tlic .strategists of the next century 
denied him. ‘While the .sick -wcro recruiting ho sent 
forward a sijuadrou to I'cconnoitro, and, if possible, to 
open communications with the Maroons who infested 
the hills, h'or three days the garrison vais thus oxhiiusted 
with constant alarms, and then on January 1st, LbSG, the 
whole fleet ai^poared in the haje 

Night fell, and as darkness clo.scd the eyes of the 
harassed garri.son, with the fleet all was activity. In 
boats and ]jinuace.s the troops wore being rapidly em¬ 
barked, and soon Drake in person was piloting the 
flotilla for the surf-beaten shore. At a point within the 
Ivay, but some ton miles from the town, a practicable 
laudiug-placo had Djeu found. ‘Watch-houses overlooked 
it, hut watchmen there were none. Drake luukgot touch 
with the Maroons. By hi.s directions a party of tliora 
had stolen down from the hills, and a.s the sentries came 
out from tlic city in the evening, .swiftly and silently 
they luicl liceii every one dc.spatchcd. Thu.s unseen and 
uumolc.sted, the troop.s were successfidly lauded, and 
then with pious and cheery farewell.? to Garleill, Drake 
retuniod to the fleet to prepare the ground for llie 
surprise.' 

lu the nioriiiug he anchored in tlic road, ran out hi.s 

^ “ Advei-ltsomciil coucorniii" iSic t'r. Drake,” H. R. Rom, £U~. 
clxxxiii. 27, ami cf. Ih. f. 47. Cate.?, wlio wroto tliu only ooii- 
Hocted accouiiL of tliis cxpi'dition that has come down to ns, wa.s 
a eomp.any officer who iievov fully ajijireciali'd the sisnitU'aiioo of 
tliB niovoineiits in ivliich he was engaged. Though iiwarnt .'Ldniirer 
of Drake, he j}rautically igiion-s on overy occasion tlio naval jiart of 
the operations. 
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guns, and proceeded to tlireateii a landing at a point 
close to that side of the town upon wliicli Carloill was 
stealthily approaching in two parallel cohmms. As the 
Spaniards saw the fleet preparing the advance of the 
boats and pinnaces, the whole of the horse and a large 
force of foot inarched out of the town to oppose the 
threatened attack, and took up a position fronting the 
sea, with their left resting on the tomi and the other 
Hank exposed in the line of Carleill’s advance. It was 
exactly what had been foreseen, and ere the Spaniards 
had discovered that tlic movement from the beet was 
merely a feint, the horse ■which wore covering their 
cxpirsed flank wore flying before Carleill’s musketeers. 
The surprise was complete. Taken in flank by Carloill, 
and threatened in the rear hj’' lii.s second column under 
Powell, the chief of the staff, the infantiy could make 
no real resistance; and so rapidly ■«as the English 
advance pushed home, that tlie struggling mass of 
fiiond and foe entered pell-mell through the open gates 
of the town. For .an hour alarms of drum and triimjjet 
mingling confusedly with the sounds of street-fighting 
reached the li.steniiig fleet, as the two columns forced 
their way to meet upon the Plaza. But how they fared 
none could tell, till on a tower a white staff suddenly 
appeared, and in another inomout the cross of St. George 
fluttered gaily out upon the breeze. With a roar of 
triumph the ship’,s guns saluted the signal of victory. 
The town Avas avuu. 

Though the garrison fled panic-stricken Licro.ss the river 
on the far side of the city, and the citadel Avas evacuated 
in the night, the place Avas far too huge to he occupied 
hy the force at Drake’s command. FolloAving therefore 
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the same tactics that had hecn successful at Noiubrc de 
Dios, he ordered the troops to intrench themselves iu 
the Plaza, and to occupy the j^i'hicijial hatteiios. In 
tills way he held the city for a month. The plundei- 
was clisa[)poiuting. The city was already a liundrod 
years old, and its day was done; for the recldess 
native policy of the colonists had almost ruined 
the island. It icniaincd hut to treat for a ransom. 
The Governor at once declared hiniself unahle to 
meet the extravagant demands of tlio English Admiral, 
and in order to bring him to terms Drake hegiin 
to burn the town piecemeal. But .so well was it 
built, that little harm could he done, and every day 
lii.s impatienoo increased. Once in the course of the 
negotiation he sent a hoy with a flag of truce to the 
iSptuiish camp. A Bpauiard, meeting the hul, so ill- 
treated him that ho could hard}' crawl hack to die at 
the Adiuiral’s feet. Tlieu all the fury of Drake’s nature 
hur.st fortli, Two friars who wore among the ijrisonor.s 
wore immediately .sent ashore and liangetl hy the 
provo.st-marshal on the scene of tlio crime. rVnuthor 
wa,s despatched to the iSpani&h camp to declare that two 
more would he executed every moniing until the offender 
was brought down and hanged on the spot hy his fAvn 
authoritio.s. In hasty alarm the <lemand wa.s conipli(id 
with, and then the international dinners and the nego¬ 
tiations went on more smoothly. Gonvinoed at hast 
of the poverty of the colony, Drake accepted a, 
ransom of twentj^-iive thousand ducats. The sum, which 
i.s equai-' to about fifty thousand povmds of our money, 
though little enough In satisfy the shareholdei's, was 
very serious for the enemy. For besides this lu.ss the 
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town had been stripped of everything worth carrj’iiig 
away l)y the troops and seamen. Two hundred and forty 
guns wore taken on board the Engli.sh ships, and not 
only were they thorouglily refurnished from the (Spanish 
stores, but for a mouth the whole expedition had lived 
in free quarters at the enemy’s cxpen.se. The entire 
fleet which lay in the hai-bour fell into Drake’s hands, 
and with the exception of four of the finest galleouf, was 
given to the flames. Besides the ves.sels which the 
Kpatnards thomseIve.s had .scuttled, two galleys vith 
their tender.?, fifteen frigate.?, and a galleon were thus 
de.stroyed, and hundreds of galluy-.slavos set free. 

“It was such a c<joling to King Philip,” said one iu 
Europe as the news leaked out, “as never happened to 
him since he was King of >Spain.” But as yet Drake 
was far fi'oni done. In the middle of Pebrnary, with his 
force recruited by the English jirisoners he had freed, 
and with a troop of attendant prizes laden with his spoil, 
ill uiidiminishcd strength lie appealed lieforo Cartagena. 
No city in America was more difficult of approach, but 
the memories of the old hard days were still green, when 
.storm-beaten, drenched, and chilled, without food or 
shelter, he had ridden iu the harbour day after day in 
despite of idl the (Spaniards could do, and he know it all 
like a pilot. The city was built clo.so to tlie shore 
fronting- west, and directly from its southern face an 
inlet of the sea stretched many leagues southward along 
the coast, forming a large lagoon. The long spit of laud 
which .separated this sheet of water from the sea was 
pierced liy two natural channels. At the far end was 
the dangerous Bomi Cliica, and .some three miles from 
the city was a lartror entrance knov-u as the Buccn Gninde. 
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Between this entrance anil llie town a tongue of laud 
ran out at right angles, from the spit to the opposite 
.shore, forniiiig an inner hai-hour and harriiig all iip])roaoh 
to tlie city fiom the. outer part of the lagoon, except hy 
a narrow channel which lay niulev the guns of a power¬ 
ful fort on the mainland. On its northern and oasLcni 
faces the city was encircled l)y a hroad creek, ndiich ran 
round it from the inner harljour to the sea in .such a way 
as to form a wide natural moat, rondoring the citj- 
unapiiroaohahle from the mainland (ixcept hy a hridge. 
Tlu.s Iwidgo was ahso coninuindod liy tlio liarbour fort, nor 
wore land operations possible at any other point except 
from tliat jiart of tlie .spit wliicli ];iy Ijciuvoen tljo city 
and the T>wm Gnuule. So finely, hou'cvor, did thi.s 
narrow down hcforc the city could he reached, that 
between the iniior harbour and the sc.a it was hut fifty 
[laces 'wide, and here the Spaniards had had time to 
prepare defences that looked hnprcgualdo. From .sliorc 
to .shore a formidable entrenchment completely barred 
the way, and not only was its front .so staked and 
encumbered a,s to render a night attack impo,ssil)lu, Init 
its api)roaches were ssrcjit by the gnn.s and sman-arm.s 
of a great gallcasse and two gallejis which lay in the 
inner harhonr. ’ 

To a man so tender as Drake over was for the lives 
of hi.s men and the safety of his ,shii)s, to attack .such a 
place might Avell have appeared hoprlo.ss; hut the origin¬ 
ality of the amphibious corsair at once descried a hole 
which had e.scaped all the science of the S])ani.sh 
martialists. Instead of entering hy tlie Jhcea Gnindu, 
with consummate .skill and daring ho piloted the whole 
fleet through the dangerous channel at the extronjo end 
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of the lagoon. The only iinpresMon which so hazardous 
.a moreineiifc could create in the minds of the Spaniards 
was that he was about to repeat Ms St. Domingo opera¬ 
tion,s, and land his troops there to attack from the main¬ 
land. Such an impression must have been confirmed 
as, moving up the lagoon, he anchored oppo.sito the 
Bami G-rmile and threatened the harbour fort with his 
boats j hut Drake’s jji-oiect was far different. Instead of 
being huirled on the mainland, Darleill with eight coin- 
panie.s tva.? quictlj- .slipped ashore in the Bomi Grunth', 
with instructions to make his rvaj- diiigonally through 
the w'oocls that covered the spit till he reached the 
seashore, and then, instead of advancing on the front ol 
the intrenebmonts, to waide along tlirougii the w'ash of 
the surf till ho was within striking distance of the 
Spanish position. Meanwhile Frobisher advanced with 
the flotilla against the harbour fort, and as soon as 
Cavlcill was heard in contact with the enemy’s pickets he 
ojieiied Arc. The boat-attack was rc 2 mlsed—indeed, it 
may only have been intended as wdi.nt soldiers then 
called, “a hot alarm”—but C'aiicill was comidetely suc¬ 
cessful. Dy the march through the suif he had not only 
evaded the obstacles which the enemy had so carefully 
prepared, hut he liad been covered from the fire of the 
galleys in the harbour, and had never so much as entered 
the firc-aroa of the heavily armed intrenchment. After 
a desperate struggle at 2 >ush of pike the position svas 
carried by assault, and once more so hotly w'as the 
acivautiigo ijursiicd that in one rush the whole towui wars 
captured. The garrison fled across the bridge to the 
hills, and next day rvlien Drake brought up the fleet to 
bear upon the fort that also was evacuated. 
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No succc'is -w’as ever liottev earned, and few more 
richly rewarded. Cartagena wa.s the capital of tlio 
Spani.di Main, and thongli much j-oungor tlian St. 
Domingo it was far wcaltliier. It yielded rich loot for 
the men, and for his ,shiirc!liohlor.s Di’ake after a long 
negotiation .siicceedod in exacting a ransoin of a hundrod 
and ten thousand ducats, hesido.s ^\'liat ho got for an 
adjacent monaster}'. Though to ail this plmulor Drake 
could add the consolation that ha had destroyed the 
galley.s and shipping which crowded the port, and hlon-n 
np the harbour fort which the Riianiards had forgotten 
to include in the convention, ho was still nnsatislied, 
'Well knowing that hy an advaiuie uii the Chagres river 
in his boats I’aiiama lay at his mercy, ho was re.solvod 
with its capture to crown the campaign; hut as he lay 
in (Jartagena the siolcne.ss, svlrich had never really ceased, 
broke out again Avith new virulence, and made such 
havoc Avith his force that he had reluctantly to coii- 
fo.ss that Panama must Avait. H’o capture it Avitli the 
crippled means at hi.s coninraiid Ava.s impossible, and 
the only question Avas Avhether Cartagena should he 
held 1111 he could return with ]-oiufoi’ooments. The 
sohlieivs declared themselves ready to undertake the 
ta.sk; hut in a full council of Avar it was liuall}' decided 
that no strategical advanlago Avoukl he gained at all 
proportional to the risk that Avould he run in further 
Aveakening the fleet, and on the la.st day of March 
the signal to make sail liomc Avas flj'ing from the 
Eli-Mbiih Jjonamifum. Ho severely, hoAvevci', did thej' 
suffer from the Aveather and Avaut of AA'ator that it Ava.s 
nearly tAvo months before they roachod the coast of 
Florida. Htlll Drake found time and energy to destroy 
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nnd plundor the Rpaiiwh .settlement nt St. Aiip.ustme, 
and relieve Tlalcigli’s exliansted colony in Virginia. 
AVith the remuaats of the &ettlers on boind bo veighed 
for England, and on July 28tli, InSG, lie was writing 
Ironi I’lymoiith to Loid Buileigh laconically repoitiiig 
Ills return j and apologising for having missed the Pl.itc 
licet l)y only twelve hour.s’ sail—“the reason best known 
to tlod ”—he declared that he and his fleet were ready 
at once to strike ag.ain in any dnection the Queen woulil 
bo pleased to indicate. 



CHAPTEIi IX 

SINGEING THE KING OE SPAIN’S TIEAED 

“There is ii very great gap npciicd,” said Drake iii liis 
letter to Burleigli, “very little to the liking of the King 
of Spain.” That, noth the calm rcque.st for orders, rvais 
his comment on a feat which changed the de.stiiiieR of 
Europe, At ite fullest flood lie had stemmed the tide of 
Sl)anish Empire. It wa.s no le.ss a thing than that. 

A few months ago all Europe had been cowering in 
confused alarm before the shadow of a now Eonuui 
Empire. Ever since the first triumph of Luther the 
cause of Eeformation had heoii steadily losing ground; 
on England and tire Low Oouiitrics hung its only hope, 
and 'with the fall of Antwerp Europe saw itself on the 
eve of that “ last g'i’out battle in the we.st ” which mn.st 
decide its fate for conturie.s. In despair of the result 
eacli trembling Power was trying to hide behind the 
other; each w.a.s thrusting its noighhonr forward to 
break the coming blow; and PJiilip led the cheating 
till his houi' should como. Ho was bent on crushing 
Elizabeth; and then with one foot on the ruins of her 
kingdom he meant to stamp down his rebellious Nether¬ 
lands into the gloomy Catholicism in which his own 
dark soul was sunk. As the fruit of his splendid 
deliberation riuened he strove to cheat her into in- 
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activity by :i. hope tliat peace might yet he pui'cliased by 
the betrayal of the Netherlands. Hlic bit the bait and 
spat it out, and bit again, and all the while squirted 
round her a cloud of fal.sehood as black as that with 
which Pliilip was covering his spring. Her wisest 
councillors wore in despair at her folly, and confessed 
to each other that on Francis Drake hung the last hojio 
of Europe. 

Then in laughing gusts came over the Atlantic the 
ruraours of hia exploits, till the full gale they lieralded 
swept over Europe, whii'ling into oblivion a hundred 
intrigues and bending the prestige of Spain like a reed. 
The limitles.s possibilities of the new-born naval waifare 
had been demonstrated, and the Ics.son .startled EnrD]ie 
like a revelation. An unmeasured force was added to 
statecraft, and a now iiower had arisen. The effect was 
immediate, hfoii saw the fountain of Sjianish trade at 
England’s mercy; they know how narrowly the Plate 
fleet had escaped, and a panic palsied Philip’s finance. 
The Bank of iSevillc broke; that of Venice was in 
despair; and the King of Spain, pointed at as a bank¬ 
rupt, failed to raise a loan of half a million ducats. 
Parma was appalled. "With his hrilliant capture of 
Aiitwci’i) ho had seen himself-on the brink of that great 
exploit with which he hoped to crown his career; and 
now, instead of a host armed at all points for the in¬ 
vasion of England, he saw around him a broken army 
it was impossilile to supply. In Germany the Pro¬ 
testant princes raised their heads, and seeing dawn at 
last, began to shake off the lethargy into wdiich despair 
had plunged them. England was ivikl with joy. Bur¬ 
leigh himself was almost startled from his caution, and 

I 
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cried out with lialf a sluulder that Di'ako was a fearful 
luau to the King of Kpaiu. 

Tint 50 ttiiuultuously was the great epic now hurrying 
to its catastrojjhe tliiit Drake could not lie spared a 
moment from the scone. In the midst of the ovation 
with which he was received, the great iJahington Plot 
was disclosed. It was known that Pliilij), hy a com- 
hiued operation from Li.sl)ou and the Netherlands, had 
iutouded to invade Kiigl.and tlic moment he heard 
Elizabeth had been assas.sinateil, and maii3f Ijoliovcd he 
would pensovoi’e in spite of B:ibing'tun’,s failure and 
Drakes trium]ihiint return. The impiisonmimt of Itlary 
Stuart for Ikm' complicity in the plot \ras followed Ijy 
a threat of war from Franee, and no oiu', could tell vliat 
pScothiud Avoiild do. The fleet was mobili.sed to wateli 
the narrow .seas, and so groat luul lieen the an.'dety of 
the Dovernment while Drake was away that they laid 
no idea of letting him cross the ocean again till the 
danger was over. lie knew well enough that in attaek 
lay Eiiglaudls Ijest defeneo. liis genius liad discovered 
how a naval power .should make war, and ho was (waving 
for leave to de:d another stroke at Pliilijds trade. IJut 
so far fnnu being permitted to repeat hi.s Idow, Elizabeth 
•songht to pacify Philip h^oa brazen disavovail of hi.s late 
exploits. This was his reward. Peerages and i>en- 
sions the Eaiiry Queen kept for her caipotdcniglits. 
Tiie lighting iiicu had to rest eonteiit with plunder 
and renown; and Drake choorfully accepted a j)osi- 
tion for which his loyalty was fully prepared and vliich 
only made him more conspieuou.sly a factor in European 
politics. 

To the con.steriuition of the whole Catholic world, 
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Pliilip iiccepted Elizabeth’s transparent excuse. IJis- 
gusted at Babington’s failure, he was re.solved that 
nothing should again teiujjt him fi-om his own lino of 
a[)proach. His method was slow and laborious, but time 
ahjne wa.s wanted to make success certain. So the 
smiles and the 13'iug went on again; a7id while Philip 
and Parma, under cover of diidomacy, resumed the 
gigantic preparations which Drake had interrupted with 
a panic, Elizabeth turned once more to her little pirate. 
Since lii.s return he hud been conilemned to the old 
futile tactic.s, and with Sir 'William Wyuter liad been 
keojring' wateli in the narrow seas for the invasion that 
was hourly expected. r>ub as the autumn avuuciI the 
immediato danger j)assed; the Channel sf[uadrons were 
linmglit in to bo overhauled, and Drake hurried over to 
the Low Countries on a secret mission.' 

A joint expetlition witli the Dutch against the Spanish 
Indies had long hoon urged by the Queen’s mo.st far- 
seeing statesmen iind soldiers. They knew it would 
give Spain a wound so deadly that she never could he 
tlic same again; aud now the moment seemed arrived. 
Late in the antunui Drake crossed the seas that he knew 
so well from the hard Jajus of his boyhood. "Wherever 
he went, the great navigator was received like a 
prince, and although the States refused him assistance 
officiallj'', he was authorised to treat privately with the 
various cities. Men who knew him had no doubt of 
]ii.s success, aud all would have gone well could Elizabeth 
have been for a moment sincere. But the distrust which 
Loicestor’s fatuous government had engendered, almost 
from the moment he had been sent in answer to the 
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I'chels’ prayGi' for a Icarler, iras only decpciiocl Ly liis 
Avitlidrawal from the .scene of his failure. lie 3'etiu'iictl 
Lo England in November, and Drake Avitli hopes still 
high fulloAved him to organise the Engli.sh contingent 
for the iiCAv' enterprise. Diit Avluitcvor the Dutch cities 
may have intended, all hope of oo-operation A\ais at an 
end Avlien, in January, Deventer and tliefort of Eutphen 
were betrayed to the Spaniards ])y the two English 
traitors that Leicester had left in command. 

Still, had it been otherwise, it is certain Drake Avoiild 
not have Ijocu allosvcd to go. Mary Stnart was under 
scutoneo of death, and the attitude of Fiauico was mure 
menacing than over. For two yeai's I’hilip had Imen at 
work upon his Armada. Ilis ports VA'crc ci'owded with 
its details; liis storehouses Avere biu'stiiig AA'ith its fur- 
nitiu'e ; and 'Walsingham at last Avas able to convince the 
Queen by a paper stolen from the very closet of the 
Pope, that i t Avas uiion Jier Jioad the great engine Avas to 
crash. Her eyes aa'Ci'o opened; imd infected for a 
moment with the Avarlike spirit into Avhieli her people 
and her Parliament had la.shed themselves, slie ordered 
Dralce to the coast of S])aiu. 

It Avas no longer as a ja-ivatecr that ho Avas to act. 
He helfl the rank of Her Majesty’s Admii'al-at-the-Seas, 
and dVilliani Borough, the Coraptrollei' of the Navy, was 
his vice-admiral. Four of the Queen’s large.st battlo-sMp.s 
and tAvo of her pinnaces Avere under his command, and 
the London merchants committed to his hag ton fine 
cniiscns, Avith the famous Merchant Itojjal at their head. 
Besides tlie.se ho had six hundred tons of his own ship¬ 
ping, as Avcll as some of the Lord Admiral’s. In all, 
exclusive of tenders, there Averc twenty-three sail—five 
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batilo-sliipj), two first-class cruisers, .seven of tlio second 
cliuss, and nine gmiboats large and small. With this 
fine force he was instructed to proceed to Cape St. Yin- 
coiit, and bji every means in his power to prevent the 
eoncontratioiL of the several divisions of the Armada, hy 
cutting off their victuallers and even de.stroying them 
in the ports whore they lay. If the enemy sailed for 
England or Ireland, he was to hang on their .skirts, cut 
off stragglers, and prevent a landing; and, finally, ho 
wa.s given a fine hand to act against tlic East and West 
India convoys. 

Elizaheth wa.s in a resolute mood. Drake's ideas of 
naval warfare n-ere developing a step furtlier, and the 
(Jueon for the moment listened. He was heginning 
dimly to grasp that the command of the sea was the fir.st 
object for a naval power to aim at. It was because he 
had not command of the seas that ho bad been imalile to 
retain his hold of Cartagena, for the troops which should 
have formed its garrison were wanted to defend hi.s fleet. 
Wiser for the lesson, his aim was now to crush the Spaiii,sli 
n.avy, and then in undisputed control of the sea to gather 
in hi.s harvest. The opposition were Ihoi'oughly alarmed, 
and while Drake in hot hasto was driving on his prepiara- 
tions, they loft no stone unturned to get his orders 
modified. They tamjjerod with his men, they whis¬ 
pered .slanders in hi.s mi.stress’s ear, they frightened her 
with throats from abroad, they tempted her with offers 
of peace from Parma on the old disgraceful terms. For 
AValsingham, who, through thick and thin, was always 
at Drake’s back, it was an unequal fight; udth the 
staunchest of his party in disgrace for Mary’s prema¬ 
ture execution, ho was sinulo-handed against a host, 
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and at last tlio friends of Spain prc^'ailcd. Early in 
April a mcssougcr s])ed dorm to I’lyninuth rvitli orders 
that operations rvore to l>e confined to the high seas, As 
Philip’s ships wore all snug in port, and conld well 
remain there as long as Drake’s stores allowed him to 
keep the sea, it was a complete triumph for 8pain. lint 
when tlie messenger dashed into Plj'mouth with tlio fatal 
packet he found the roadstead enn)ty. Drake was gone. 

Ill A'liin at the la.st moment a nuniher of lii.s .sailors 
hud hoeii induced to dc.scrt; ho had filled llieir places 
with soldiers. In vain a swift pinnace was do.sjiaLched 
in pur.suit; Drake had taken care no orders .sliould 
catch him, and with his squadron increased by two war¬ 
ships from Lyme, was already oil' Finisterre, battling 
with a gale Aidiich drove the pinnace home. For seven 
days it raged and forced the flout far out to sea, iStill 
Drake held on in its teeth, and so well had lie liis sliips 
in hand, that on the IGth, within twenty-four houi’,s 
after the gale had blown itself out, the whole fleet in 
perfect order rviis sailing gaily eastwards past Capo St. 
yincent. 

Eastwards—for he had infceliigenco that Cadis? harbour 
■was full of transports and storo-shijw, and on the after¬ 
noon of the 19th as he entered the hay ho saw a forest 
of masts in the road behind the city. A council of Avar 
Avas summoned at once, and Avithout asking their opinion 
ho rpiietly told them he Avas going to attack. It Avas his 
insnal manner of holding a council, but it tools; Eorongh’.s 
breath aAvay. It shocked the old Queen's officer, and out¬ 
raged his sense of Avhat was duo to his oavu reputation and 
experience, and the time-hoiionred customs of wav. He 
Avanted to talk about it, and think about it, aud find out 
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first whether it was too (Jane;eiTju.s. Anil thoro was 
certainly some excuse for his caution. Cadiz stands on 
11 ])i'ocipitous rock at the end of a low and narrow neck 
ot laud, some five miles in length, running parallel to 
the coast. 'Within tl>i,s n.atural lireakwater aio onclo.sed 
an outer and an inner port, and so cumbered i\'ith .shoals 
and rooks was the entrance from the sea that no ship could 
get in without pasdiig under the guns of the town 
laittei'ie.s, while aeces.s from the outer to the inner port 
was only to lie gained hy the runtal passage half a mile 
wide. Oppusito Cadiz, on the other side of the outer 
liarl)our, was Port 8t. ihiry, and ivithin tlie Pnntal 
chaniiol, at the extreme end of the inlet, stood Port 
lioyal. JJoth places, however, were so protected hy 
.shoal.s a.s to ho nnapproachablo e.xcept to tlai ])o]-t jiilots. 
It was an ideal scone of action for galleys to dertdop 
their full capaliilitios. Two had already appeared to 
reoonuoitro, and how many more there were no one 
could tell. Galleys, it must be rememhered, were then 
considered the most formidal)lo vvarship.s afloat and 
quite invineiblc in confined waters or calms. Ily all 
the rules of war, on which Borough was the first 
authority in the service, to attack was suicide; hnt 
Drake had spent his life in breaking rule.s. He did not 
care. The cnoray wa.s there, his authority was in lii.5 
pocket, the wind was fair, his officers believed in him, 
and as the sun sank low hohiiid them the fleet went in. 

A scone of terror and confusion followed. Every 
sliip in the harbour cut its caldes and sought safety in 
flight, some to sea, some across the liay to St. Mary’s, 
some through the Puntal passage to the inner harbour 
and Port Royal. To cover the stampede ten ^alleys 
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ctirae ('onfidciitly out from uuder the Cadiz Lattcrics. 
All was useless. While the chaptered cruisers swooped 
cm tliu fugitives, the Queen’s ships stood in to head 
off the advanciug galleys as coolly as though they 
had fought them a hundred times before. In a few 
minutes the English Admiral had taught the world 
a new lesson in tactics. Clallcys could only fire straight 
aiioad; and as they came on line abreast, Drake, passing 
with the Queen’s four battle-ships athwart their course, 
l)oured in his heavy broadsides. Never before had such 
gunnery been seen. Ere the galleys were evithiu effect¬ 
ive range for their own orduauce they were raked and 
riddled and confounded, and to the consternation of the 
)Spaniards they broke for the cover of the batteries. 
Two had to he hauled up to i>rcvent their sinking, the 
rest were a shamldes, and nothing was now thought of 
but how to protect the city from the assault which 
seemed inevitable. Hardly any troops were there ; a 
panic seized the population 3 and Drake was left alone 
to do the work for which he had come. 

Beyond the batteries the lleefc anchored with its 
prizes, plundering and scuttling with all its might, till 
the flood came in again. Then all that remained wore 
fired, and by the flare of tho blazing hulks as they 
drifted clear with the tide, Drake moved tho fleet into 
the mouth of tho Puntal channel out of range of tho 
Iratteries. He himself took up a position seawanls of 
tho now anchorage, to engage the guns which tho 
Spaniards \vevc bringing down from the towi\ and to 
keep off the galleys; for as yet the work was but half 
done. Iri the inner harboui lay the splendid galleon of 
the Marquis de Santa Cruz and a crowd of .groat ships 
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too big to fceelc the refuge of the shoals about Port 
Eoyal, and at daylight the Meirhnii Boi/ul went boldly 
in with all the tenders in eompaiy^ Then, in sjiite of 
the labours of the past night, the plundering, scuttling, 
and burning began again. Outside, the galleys were 
inahing half-hearted demonstrations against the English 
anchorage, but tlie^' were easily kept at bay. P.y noon 
it was all over, and lirake attempted to make sail. In 
the pa.st thirty-six hours he had entirely revictualled his 
Hoot with wine, oil, biscuit, and dried fruit,s. He had 
destroyed some twelve thousand toms of .shipjiiiig, in¬ 
cluding some of the finest vessels afloat, and four sliip.s 
laden with provisions were in po.ssession of his prize 
crows,'- It was ouongli and more than enough. Put 
the -wind would not serve, and all day long he lay wliere 
he was, iii sight of the troop.s that n ere non pouiing 
along the isthmus into (*adiz. Again .and again tho 
galleys attempted to approach, and every time Drake’s 
broadside,s swept them haok before they reached their 
ollectivo range. Vainly too the Spaniards strove to jiost 
guns near enough to annoy the fleet. Nor did the 
struggle cease till at midnight a land-wind si»rang up, 
and hrushing from hi.s path the galleys that sought to 
block the way, Drake made sail. By two o’clock he 
had cloai'ed the batteries and wa.s safe outside without 
losing a single man. Boldly enough then the galleys 
gave chase, but, unfortunately, the wind suddeidy 
shifted completely round. Drake at once went about, and 

' In the ollieial report the Spimiarcls admit tho loss of hventy- 
foiir silips valueil at 172,000 ducats. This, it would .seem, was all 
they dared tell tho King. Dnro, Armada, i. 334, where the report 
is printed. 
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tlio gnlleys Hed iu mosl. undignified linSifc, leaving tlio 
Englisli fleet to complete its tiiunij)]! by anoljoi’iiig 
unmolehtod iu full view of tlie town.' 

iSncli an (ixjdoit wii-s without precedent. The 
chivalry of vSpain was as enthusiastic iu its admiration 
of Drake's feat of ann.s as it was disgusted at the 
cuiuhron.s oi'gaiiiaatiou which condemned it to in¬ 
activity. A whole daj^ Drake waited where he was 
to try and exohiiuge his ])i'i.soner.s for Engli.sh galloy- 
slavc.s, hut getting nothing hut high compliments and 
dilatoi' 3 '' answers for hk pains, on the morrow ho sailed. 
There was no time to lose. Uy his captures he had 
dkeovovod the whole of Dliiliii’s ])lan. Out of the 
Mediterranean the divisions of Italy, Sicily, and 
Andalusia were to come and join tlie headipiarter.s at 
Lishon, where the rirand Admiral of Spain, the 
Manpiis do Santa Cruz, Ava.s busy witlv the bullc of thu 
Armada. At Cape iSt. Vincent was the road where 
sliips coming out of the Straits waited for a wind to 
carry them North, and there he had resolved to take 
hi.s stand, and fight evcrj-tliiiig that attempted to join 
iSaiita Cruz’s flag iu the Tagu.s. 

Snell light airs prevailed tliat it Avas not till the end 
of the month that the heel reached the road. By that 
timo its Avatev Avas cxliaAistcd, and as every headland aa^s 
crowned Avith Avmks commandiug the anchorage and the 
Avatering-jilaces, Drake at once .saw he must take them. 
In his usual ofl'-hand Avay ho snnunoned his conncil, 
and told them over the dinner-table Avliat he Avas going 

' koi' the whole action cf. the anUioritios collected in Camden 
Stic. Mfsc. vol. V., with tlio plan put iu by liorough al his ooiirt- 
niartial, S. P, Dorn. eoii. H. i. 
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to do. It waf, mnro than the vice-admiral’.s dignity and 
caution could oiuliire. In higJi dudgeon he returned to 
his sliip, and in the midst of a gale which suddenly 
arose and di'ovo the fleet to the noith of tlie Cape, ho 
indicted a long and solemn protest, not only against 
the contemplated o])eration, hut against the unpre¬ 
cedented despotism with wliich Drake was conducting 
the whole expedition. Borough, thougli no donht 
jealous of Drake, certainly helicvcd he was doing 
nothing hoyond his right and duty. Ho felt ho hud 
hoen attached to (he expedition as the most complete 
sjiilor in the kingdom, and he valued and deserved his 
reputation. In the Bcicntific knowledge of lii.5 art ho 
was unrivalled, and he was the only ofKcer in tlio .service 
who had fought and won a purely naval action. No 
one, therefore, can fairly hlainc him for resenting the 
revolutionary manner in which liis commander was 
ignoring him in coiitoiupt of the time-honoured privileges 
of the council of war. Drake in his hot self-conlidcnce 
thought otherwise. As he rode out the gale under the 
lee of St. Vincent, and the tempest howled through his 
rigging, once more there fell upon him the shadow of 
the tragedy which could never cea.se to darken his 
judgment. Already, in Cadiz harhonr, he had thought 
his vice-admiral too careful of his ship when the shot 
were flying l and now ho saw in him another Doughty 
sent the friends of Spain to hang on his arm. “ In 
porsi.sting,” he told Lord Burleigh, “he eommitted a 
double offence, not only against me, hut it toncheth 
further." To his embittered sense the rpierulous 
protc.st was a treasonable attack on his own authority, 
and in his fury he brutally dismissed tlic old admiral 
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from hi^ ooniiiumd, and ]daced him under arre.st on Ids 
dagsbip. In vain tlie astoni.sJicd veteran 2 >rntested bis 
innocence, apologised, and made snbniiKsion. Drake 
would not listen. The ring of the hcad.smau’.s sword 
u 2 ioir the desolate shores of Patagonia had deafened his 
ears to such entreaties for ever. 

Two days later ho was hack in Ijagos Bay, landing 
a thou.sand men for an attem])t njjon the town, hut in tlio 
evening, after vainly enileavouring to induce the hodic.s 
of cavalry which hovered o)i their line of niai'ch to come 
witliiu rcaeli, the troo^js rc-emljarkod, rojiorting the 
jdace too strong to he taken by as.sanlt. Sucli rojiorts 
were not to Drake’s liking. It rvas no mere cro.ss- 
raiding on which he rvas heut, but a sagacious stroke 
that Avas essential to the devcloinncnt of his new ideas. 
To get tlie command of tlie .seas it was necessary that 
ho .should he able to keep the .seas, and for this a 
safe anchorage and ^vatcring-jrlaccs ■were noce.ssary. In 
default of Lagos, strategy and convenience both indicated 
iSt. Vincent road for hi.s jjurpose. It was coiumaudod 
by forts, hut that did not deter him; and resolved to 
have his way ho next day landed in i)cr.son near (Japo 
tSagres. On the summit of the headland was a castle 
acco.ssihlc on two sides only. The English milit.aiy 
officers declared that a Imndrcd doterininod mon could 
hold it against the whole of Drake’s force. But he 
would not listen; it commanded the watei'ing-idacc, and 
ho meant to har'o it. Detaching part of his force against 
a neighbouring fort, rvhich was at once, ovacuatod, he 
Idmself ailvanceil against the castle, and at the 
summit of tliQ cliff found himself confi’ontcd with walls 
thirty feet high, hristliui; with brass aims and cro'vvded 
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■with soldiers. The garrison had. ju.st been I'einforced 
by that of the evacuated fort, and to every one but 
tho Admiral the aliair -was hopeless. He attached 'with 
his musketeers, and -ivlien they had exhausted their 
ammnuition, in the name of his (^ucen and mi.strc.ss 
ho summoned the 2ilace to sniTcmlor. In tlie iiaino 
of hi.s lord and master the Spanish captain laughed 
at him. Whereupon Drake, more obstinate than ever, 
sent down to the fleet for faggots, and l’}egan piling 
them against the outer gate to fire it. So desijcrute 
wa.s the re.sistauce that again and again the attemitt 
failed. For two liours the striigglo la.sled. As fa.st as 
the defenders threw down the fire, the English jiiled 
it nj) agidn; and in the midst of the .smoke and the 
bullets tho Admiral toiled like a common .seaman, with 
his arms full of faggots and hi.s face black ■^vith soot. 
How long Ids obstinacy -would have continued it is 
imi)ossiblo to say, but at the end of tho two hours the 
Spanish commandant sank under In's wounds, and tho 
garrison surronderod. Daunted by a feat which every 
one regarded as little short of a miracle, the castle and 
monastery of St. Vincent, together with another fort 
near it, capitrdated at the magician’s first summons, and 
loft him in complete ])ossessiou of the anchorage to 
■water tho fleet undistuiiied. 

Having fired the cajitured strongholds, and tumbled 
their guns over tho cliffs into the sea, Drake returned 
to the fleet to find tho sailors had not been idle. 
Bot-weon St. Vincent and a village some nine miles to 
the eastward which they had been ordered to burn, 
they had taken fort3'-seven harks and caravels laden 
■vvith stores for the Armada, and destroyed betwmen 
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fifty and sixty iishini>-boats with miles of acts. Tlie 
tunny fishery, on which the whole of tlie adjacent 
country chiefly deyunded for its sulisistoiico, was 
aiiniliilated. Ifor the time Drake’s woi’k on the 
Algarve coast was done, and hiiving watered the licet 
and fished up the ea])tnred guns, he sailed for Lisbon. 

Ilis own idea had been to laud there and smite 
Philip’s preparation at its hoai't, but this the (Jovern- 
inont had ux[jrosHly forbidden.^ .Still he hoped that the 
havoc lie had made and the insults ho had put on tlic 
iSjianisli coasts might goad Santa Cruz 1o come out and 
fight him. For three day.s he lay ofi' Cascacs in sight of 
Lisljon, threatening an attack and sending poli.sliod taunts 
to the Spanish admiral. Ho oflcrod to coiu’oy him to 
England if liLs cour.so laj' that wa}'; ho took prize.? nnd(3r 
his very nose ; ^sdth his fleet in loose order lie sailed up 
to the very eutranco of the haihonr; Imt tliongh .seven 
galleys lay on Uieir oaz's ivatching liiw from the month 
of the Tagus, Santa Cruz would not move, and Drake 
learned at la.st how deep was the woniid ho had in¬ 
flicted. Philip’s organisation wa.s completely dislocated. 
The fieet at Lishon was nimiaimod. Its crovv.s had been 
.shattered in Cadiz harbour, and tlie troop.s that were 
intended for it had been thrown into the defenceless city 
under the Duke of Medina-Sidonia with orders that 
Avdiile Drake was on the coast not a man was to he moved. 
All thought of an attack on England Avas given up. 
It AA^as even doubted AAdicther by straining cvoiy nerve 
it AAmnld be possible to save the homoAvard-honnd hoots 
from the Indies. The Italian squadrons Avero ordered to 

■ Drake to AValsiualiaui, Juao ‘Jiicl, lf!S7. i'. P, Dom. Hlh. 

.-■ii 7 
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Ifiiid tlic'ir trodps iit CarLagoua, ami Philip hopod tliat 
hy forced marclics across tho peiiiiisida they might 
possibly arrive iu time for Rauta Cruz to sail before it 
^\'as too late. Evo-y one else looked on the convoys 
as doomed. For Drake, having a.ssured himself tliat 
jSanta Cruz could not stir, and that England was safe 
for a year at least, resolved to make for the Azores and 
rvait for tho jirey that laid so uunwvly e.scajied him tlio 
year before. On the thiid day of his stay off the Tagus 
ho took adr'antugo of a northerly gale to run for tho 
anchorage at St. Vincent, which he had made his ova 
and whore ho intended to rvator and rcfrcsli for tho 
t'oj'age, There, huddled under the lee of the Cape, 
was found a fresh crowd of store-ships which ho 
seized. For nine days he lay thcie rinnmaging the 
ships, taking in water, and .sending the men a.shoro 
ill batches to shake off the .sickness rvith which, .as usual, 
the fleet was attacked. Every day neu' ])rizcs fell into 
his hands, and ere he sailed he had taken and destroyed 
fort}'- more vessels and a hundred small craft. On ^hfay 
22nd he put to sea, and a.s tlie news .sjiread a panic 
seized every commercial centre in the Sjiani.sh dominions. 
Half the merchants in rhilip’.s empire .saw ruin heforo 
them: the whole year’s produce both of the East and We.st 
Lndian trade was at Drake’s mercy; and no one knew how 
Spain -with its resources already strained to the utmost 
would survive the shock. 

Whatever might have been the rc.siilt had these 
fears heeii realised, destiny seemed to have decided 
that in the Channel should he pla}-ed the last 
great scene. Drake had. not been two days out 
rvlmn c storlri strncl' hi” fleet inirl 'Tattered it ovei' the 
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filce of the sea. For tliroo claj's it raged Avith extra- 
oi’(fiuary fury. Dralre’s OAvn flagship was in dire peril, 
and when the heavens cleared oidy throe of the hattle- 
Hhip.s and half a dozen smaller craft wore together. Not 
a single merchant-ship was to be scon, and the Lion, 
llni'ough’.s ilag.ship, 011 which lie wa.s still a, prisoner, was 
lui.ssiiig too. Before leaving St. Vincent, Drake had told 
AValsingliain that he ought to have at least six more 
crui.sci’.s to do hi.s \vork jiroporly, and now two-thii’ds of 
what ho liad lieforc were gone. Still he hold on, hoping 
to find some of tho Buis.sing ship.s at the rcndezv'ous in 
the Azores. On the morning of dnno itth St, Micluicl’s 
was .siglitod, hut not a .sail had rejoincrl tho flag G-xecf)! 
the »S'/y, one of the (^noon’s gnnboats, with tlm captain mid 
master of the Linn on hoard, and they reported that the 
crew of Rorough’s ship had mutinied and carried him 
homo. Then in tho depth of Jiis disappointment Drake’.s 
fury blazed ont anoiv. His fierce self-reliance and fanatic 
patriotism had taught him to see a traitor in every man 
that oppo.seil him, and the bitter experience of his life¬ 
long struggle against the enemies of his country anrl 
hi.s creed could bring him but to one conclusion^— 
Borough was the traitor who had ruined tho greatest 
chnnee of hi.s caroor! A 'jury was empanel)ed, the 
deserter tried for his life, found guilty, and condemned to 
death. 

It wa.s little good except to relieve tire Admii’aFs 
anger. The splendid opportunity was gone : the fruit of 
his brilliant exploit 'vvii.s snatched from hi.s lip.s ; for even 
had the remnant of liis fleet been lo.ss shattered than it 
was, the great convoys were beyond its strength. The 
only hope was to liimy back to England and bog for 
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reinforcements tn figlit Santa Cruz for the lifo-hlood uf 
Spain. 

Yet ere he sailed thcj’e was a consolation at liand. 
As he lay waiting for his shattered .srpuadron to close uj), 
fuming at traitors, and lacirvelling at the inscnitahlo will 
of Heaven, the dawn of June 0th lit npj the gray sea and 
showed him a huge caraclc in the oiling. On a smart 
hreeze ho gave chase. The caraok kept lier conr.^c, 
hut as Drake drew near began displaying her colours 
nervously. Drake m.ado not a sign in reply, but held on 
till ho was within range. Then on a sudden, with a 
blaze of her ensigns and her broadside, the EJkahelli 
Boiiaventiira told the stranger what she was. Two of 
Drake’s squadron threw themselves resolutely athwart- 
hawse of the enemy, aird the rest, plying her hard with 
shot, pn’cparcd to run aboard her towering hull. Dut 
ere they closed, her flag fluttered sadly down, and the 
famou.s Sun Filqipe, the King of Spain’s own East- 
Indiaman, the largest merchantman afloat, was a prize 
in Drake’s hands. Well might lie wonder now at God’s 
providence, as with lightened heart he sailed homeward 
with his prize. For not only was it the richest ever 
seen in England before or .since, not only was its cargo 
valued at over a million of oxir money, but in it were 
papers which tlisclo.sed to our merchants all the mysterie.s 
and richness of the East India trade. It was a revela¬ 
tion to English commerce. It intoxicated the soberest 
capitalists; and they knew no rest till they had formed 
the great Ea.st India Company, to widen the gap which 
Drake had ojiened and to lay the foundation of our Indian 
Empire. 


K 
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iStill burning for action, on June 2GtIi Drake readied 
Plymouth ndth his .splendid prize, and after a fortnight 
was sjiont in getting her up to Baltush and overhauling 
the pricelo.ss cargo, with a chest full of jewels and the 
bill of lading he huri'iod to Court hoping to dazzle tho 
(^uccn into giving him the oi-ders ho so ardently desired. 
But all was in vain. Not all Drake’s temptation, nor all 
that Burleigh .and 'Walsingham could urge, availed to .stir 
tho ob.stinate mood into which Mary Stuart’.s oxecutioii 
had plunged her. She would attend to nothing hut tlic 
funeral. Burleigh and all the war-party wore .still in dis¬ 
grace for having stolon the serpent from her bo.som, and 
she stuhbornly .shut her car to all who did not .speak 
of peace, Drake’s cxploit.s promised to wreck the whole 
negotiation.s, and he wa,s pitilcs.sly reprimanded. So far 
from lieing allowed to assist him, Burleigh was sot to 
write dospatche.s assuring Parma that the Admiral had 
exceeded hi.s imstructioiis and was in disgi'ace. Ordcr.s 
ivere .sent down to pay off his ships, and the hunger 
which his small beginning, as he called it, had only 
whetted, had to go unappeased. 

Still he might have been content, for the actual havoc 
he had made was but a little thing bc.side its moral 
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effect. Not only had lie taiij^lifc English .seamen to 
despise the dreiidcd galleys, but in the I'ank and fde of 
Pliilip’s ho.st he had planted a terroi' against which it 
was vain to .struggle. That a Lutheran heretic could .so 
2 )i'cvail against tlio army of God conlil admit, as men 
thought then, of hut one exidanation, ami that the 
(Jhurch made haste to fo.stcr. Di'ake was a magician. 
He had sold his soul to Satan for a familiar by whose 
aid he worked. In his cabin nas a glass in udiich was 
shown him the Herts of his cnenile.s and all that pa.s,spd 
on hoard: he could count their crew.s and watch their 
movements; and like the Noi’se witches of old, hy .some 
darlc hurgaiti ho had bought the power to garner the 
winds and louse or liind them at his will.^ 

Let no one underrate what all this meant. He 
cannot read aright the history of that time, who fails to 
gra.si) how such a personality could oppress the imagina¬ 
tion. Sorcery was then as real as sin, find men moved 
and breathed and thought iu an atmosphere charged 
witli magic. Nor was this all. If the suiierstitious 
fi.sliermen that mamicd I’liilip’s .ships shuddered before a 
new devil, the I'ornantic chivalry of Castile had found 
another Koland. For the crows, to fight -was madness; 
for the captains, surromler was no shame. To the King 
his name was a torment. The grandees looked cold 
disdain 'wlmn it was uttered. The Pope mocked at him, 
and said Elizabeth’s distaff was keener than Philiji’s 
sword. Ho invited a lady to go upon the -water, and 
she protp.stcd she dare not for fear the IJragon should 
come and take her from her sovereign’s arms. Philip 

^ iSTtivaiTutp, Ducitincidos IncditvSj tom. 81, p. 215. Hist. MUS. 
Cow. Jiqi. XIT. iv. 252. 
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biini.slied licr from the Coin't, and smarting nndcv the 
scourge rcdouldud his actiyity. TJut .still he had to f(jul 
what foreign critics were saying openly, that in Kngland 
was a man before whom his Armada might he not in¬ 
vincible and his cru.sade a disgrace. 

Yet he relaxed no fibre; nor did Drake, For¬ 
bidden to strike Pliilip abroad, he turned liis animosity 
against the traitor he saw at home. Though the (4overn- 
mont refused to ca)'ry out the sentence of death, Boi-ongh 
was brought before a court-martial. Charge upon 
charge Di'ake heaped im])lac!ihly on his head, and con- 
foiiudod him witli crowds of witne.sses too eager to win 
the groat Admiral’s favour. Yofc to liis indignation and 
a.stoniskment the Court rcfinscd to convict tlic juisoiier 
of treason. iMoro they could not do. [t was impoasihlo 
for tlio)n not to find that the veteran rvho sovcntoeii 
ycav.s ago had so brilliantly <lcfcateil tlio JJaltio pirates 
had lost his nerve; and so with clouded ro])utation 
in admiiii.strativo emjdoy, and once in command of a 
despatch-vessel, ho fades from history moaning liope- 
In.ssly over the charges which had broken his heart. 

Jfufc to crash tlieni.an who, as he ladievod, had ruined 
his enterprise was not cnongh for Drake’s energy. For 
twenty years he had never ceased a day to do and darn 
against Spain, and ho was not likely to be still at sudi 
an hour as this. If the Qnoeu would not make war he 
was determined to do it on his own account. As ho 
looked round him for the host method of pursuing his 
life-long quest, his eyes could not but tui’u on the 
abortive project of five years ago. It had been in his 
mind some time. As he lay off Lisbon in May ho had 
ascertained that the Portuguese wore expecting him to 
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land witli Don Antonio in his company, and for the ro&t 
of the time lie ivas on the coast he liad been carefully 
preparing his ground by conciliating them in every way 
he could. Don Antonio, over head and ears in debt, was 
still hanging about the capital ready for anything that 
would release him from the clutches of his creditors. 
Black John ]Sroirey.s, Drake’s old brother-in-arms, was 
there too, out of employ and in disgrace for jiresuming 
to try and .save the Eiigli.sh arms in the Low Countrie.s 
from Leicester’s incompetence. The capture of the 
great carack liaJ set the merchants’ moiitlis watering 
for the Indian fleet, and everything seemed ripe for a 
repetition of the great king-making project. The only 
difficulty was the Queen. But lirako had e'v ery ground 
for a comfortable faith in her love of tortuous political 
moves. Ho knew too at what value to set her reprimands, 
and, moreover, he had at Court a new friend more 
powerful and eager than Hatton himself. The young 
Earl of Essex, the son of his old patron, was just now in 
the first flu.sh of his favour and his passion for adventure. 
He had just been caught in an attempt to escape to the 
seat of war in the Low Countries, and hrought hack to 
play games with his fond and lonely mistress. Smelling 
traitors now with every breath, Drake punsned his in¬ 
trigue in such deep mystex-y that only here and there 
his workings showed on the surface. Still there can bo 
no doubt that he suggested to the forlorn young truant 
a new way of escape. The coaxing of her favourite and 
the temptations of her little pirate ’were always hard for 
the Queen to resist; and as she found her apologies to 
Spain aocoiited and the negotiations for peace going 
smoothly once more, opposition in high quarters seemed 
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to disappear. Don Antonio received a tliousand pounds 
to pay hi.s more jn'e.ssiug debts; .ships began to collect 
at riymouth ; the carack was ordered to Ije .sold, that 
the merchants interested might refit tliciv vessels; and 
by the cud of October Drake had formed a syndicate to 
provide the fifty thousand pounds which Avas ro(|uircd 
of him as a privateer hy way of caution-money. Every¬ 
thing promised aa’uII for his iicav Avar niAdor Dun Antonio’s 
flag, Avhen all at once Elizaheth Avas confronted Avitli the 
fruit of her folly in not having permitted Drake to 
return at once and complete Ids Avorlc. Wakinghani’s 
l)rilli.ant financial operations hy Avhich ho had got the 
King of Sjiain’s bills protested at Genoa Avero in Amin, 
for the safe arrival of the great convoys had restored 
Wpani.sh credit, and .stung at la.st from hi.s patience Philip 
foniid him.self rich enough to indulge in an outburst of 
energy that sni'priscd botli friends and foes. Eegardlc.s.s 
of the sea.son the Armada Avas to sail ore the year Avas 
out, and England, after the years of A\’aruiug, Avas taken 
by surprise. Once iiioro the country Avas tossing in a 
fcA'or of Avarliko 2 n’ 0 j)ai'ation. The navy Avas to bo 2)ut 
oil its Avar-footing, and Drake Avas .summoned to hcad- 
qnarter.s to take counsel for the safety of the realm. 

In eiideavonring to aiAiireciatc the strategy of this 
time, for Avhich Drake and iSir John Norroys must he 
held respuii.siblo a.s re.sjiectivcly the naval and inilitaiy 
diiefs of the .staff, it mmst he rememhered that England 
Avas threatened hy throe separate invasions at the same 
moment. In iSpaiii avus the Armada; in Elandors was 
Parma Avith an army of thirty thousand of the finest 
soldier.s in Europe, Avith adeijAAate transjiort and a small 
fleet to convoy them; Avhile the Border Avas in peril 
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from tliG Scots. Any two of these dangers, or oven all 
three, might comhino ; hut the hest intelligence led to the 
heliuf that Parma meant to join the Scots, while the 
Armada seized Ireland or the Isle of Wight as a hiisc of 
operation.^ again.st the west or sonth. In view of this 
information and the fact that the Queen, still ol).stiiiately 
clinging to her hope of peace, would only openly .sanction 
a defensive war, there i.s little fault to he found with the 
English naval di.spo.sitions. A fleet under Lord Henry 
Seymour, with Sir William Wynter and Sir Henry 
Palmer as flag-officers, was to watch Parma in the 
narrow .seas and to act in concert with the Dutch, who 
were blockading the Spanish Hetherland ports. To 
command in chief Lord Howard of Effingham was com¬ 
missioned Lord High Admiral, with authority to invade 
the Spanish dominions. For this purpose he was to 
he in command of tlio main fleet, with John Hawkins 
and Martin Frobisher for his flag-officers. For Drake 
was reserved the high rank of Lieutenant to the Lord 
High Admiral, an office which seemed designed to give 
him a.s full a control over the w.ar at sea as the lingering 
feudality of the constitution would allow to a com¬ 
moner, however groat his professional capacity. By 
virtue of the office he hecame President of the Haval 
Council of War, and a.s the Lord Admiral’s deputj', could 
e.xcrci.se all the powers of that officer’s commis.sioii at the 
head of an independent command. With thi.s in view 
his little fleet of privateers was reinforced from the 
Thames and Portsmouth dockyards with four hattle-shijis, 
a cruiser, and a couple of .smart gunboats. His division 
was thus raised to thirty sail, and the plan of action 
seems to have been that while Ploward auarded the 
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Cliiinnel, Ilrake iras to inflict a coiinter-bloiv some^plierc. 
It was given ont that he was once more hound for the 
Spanish Main, and volunteers flocked to Ins flag. His 
real destination was kept a profound secret, hut wo 
cannot douht what it was. For at Christmas time a 
spy was reporting to Fiirlcigh tliat Don xiutonio might 
easily ho re,stored to hi.s throne; and iu January the 
instructions of the commissioners, who wore going over to 
Flauder-s to treat for an armistice, wore modified so as to 
forbid Portugal or Don Antonio being included in the 
negotiations. In the light of this extraordinary pioco 
of statecraft, Elizabeth appears hardly .so snigle-hoarted 
iu her struggle to keep the jieaco as .some have thought 
her; hut she was at least consistent. Her darling policy 
had lu'on all along to do Irer hrothcr-iudaw griovotts 
bodily harm without committing a breach of the jjoaoe, 
and Drake had ever been the ■weapon that most nicely 
fitted her hand. She could not Ireliove that Pliilip’.s 
patience was at last exhausted; and under Don Antonio’,s 
flag she thought, like Celia in the play, to make horself 
invisible and “catch the strong fellow by the leg.” 

Such was Dralro’s mission, as on January Srd ho wont 
down to Plymouth to hoist his flag. It was fitly homo 
by the immortal Jinmiye, than which no ship wa.s over 
more gilded with the romance of war. Plis old friend, 
Thomas Fenner, AVtos his A’icc-adiniral in the Nbujuircil. His 
rear-admiral Ava.s Captain Cro.ss in the JIoj)e. Edward Fen¬ 
ner commanded the Swiftgure, his fourth battle-ship; and 
Will Fonner’s flag floAV over his cruiser the Aid. Beside the 
royal ships rode five splendid merchantmen of London, 
perfectly found, as the Londoners ahvays Avore. The 
rest Avere Avest-coimtry craft bolonuiusi to himself and 
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to his own and his wife’s relations and friends. All 
outward-hound vessels had been stayed, and Drake conld 
pick his crcAvs from the flower of the English marine, who 
flocked to his flag in numbers, it was said, sufficient to 
man two hundred sail. True, half-crews only had been 
sanctioned, but to this foolish piece of economy Drake 
paid no attention. Regardless of all but his end, he 
manned his fleet with its full complement, and when the 
time came sent in the bill without a word. 

While Drake ivas thus busy with his expeditionary 
force Howard covered Plymouth, and watched for the 
Armada off the Laud’s End. But he watched in vain. 
The seas wore still free; the winter campaign seemed a 
false alarm; and Howard, about the middle of January, 
was recalled to the Thames, where, in spite of hi.s pro¬ 
tests, half his cre^vs were paid off. Early in Eebniary 
came a now alarm, and Howard was once more ordered 
to man his ship.? and put to sea. But while the Lord 
Admiral and Seymour were thus distracted with orders 
that changed with every new reijort from Spain and 
every new turn of the negotiations, Drake, except rvhen 
he practised too haid with his big guns, was not meddled 
with. Men said ho rvould still sail; and Philip, trembling 
for his reconstructed fleet, left no stone unturned to get 
him stopped. Crofts, his pensioner in the English 
Council, oven ■went so far as to tempt the Queen’s cupidity 
with a scheme for his disgrace and the confiscation of 
his wealth.^ Essex, too, 'was made to suspect that the 
Admiral meant to play him false and treat him ns he had 
treated Sydney; and as his preparations approached com- 
iJction, Drake grow more and more anxious. Nor was 
‘ Crufts, to tliu Queen, Feb. 21bl, 1388. iS'. I’. Sjmui, xxii. 33. 
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it without cause. For ere the month was out Crofts 
liad prevailed, the commissioiicrs for peace ^vent over 
to Ostond, and the Plymouth fieeb was slo])pcd. 

From Howard downwards the sailors were in de.spair. 
All through March he and Seymoiirwero comjjcllcd to waste 
their resnurco.s with a naval demonstration off Ostend, in 
support of negotiations which they knew instinctively 
were but a trick. Drake ivas kept idle at Plymouth, 
and it was thought that when the moment came he 
could not possibly he ready. We can see him fuming 
up and down the I'lymouth Hoc a.s ho looked down on 
his half-dismantled shiiw, growing fouler and fouler as 
they chafed at their mooring.s. hear him swearing 
and jjraying by turns as he gazes seawards for a trace of 
the gunboats lie has sent to Fiiiisterrc for intelligence 
that -will coiu'iiico his mistress that the peaco-nogotiatiou 
is only a trick to di.sann her. Still ihe weeks went liy, 
and uufchiug wa.s done till, at the cud of the month, ha 
received orders to got ready for sea. Thou from the 
depth of hi.s disgust he poured out one iiist appeal to tlio 
Council. During his impatient striding up ami down 
the Hoe, the true theory of naval mirfarc, of which he 
had already a dim perception, had been growing clearer 
in hi.s teeming mind, and in hi.s acknowledgment of the 
fre.sh orders he, for the first time, distinctly formulates 
the idea of getting command of the sea. He fully grasped 
that the invasion was to come from Parma iu the Nether¬ 
lands ; but no less perfectly ho perceived that its feasi¬ 
bility hung rrpon the possession of the four seas. 

“ If Her Majesty,” he wrote, “and your Lordshipsthinlii 
that the King of .Spain meaneth any invasion in England, 
thou doubtless his force is and will he great in Spain, 
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and therein he will make his gimmclwork or foundation 
whcrehy the Prince of Parma may have the hettei' 
entrance, which in mine own judgment is most to he 
feared. Put if there may be such a stay or .stop made, 
by any means of this fleet, in Spain, that they ma}’ not 
come through the seas as conquerors (wliich 1 as,sure 
myself they think to do), then shall the Prince of Pariua 
liave such a check thereby as were meet.” With deep 
apologies he urged the folly of k'eeping so largo a fleet 
Idockadiiig Parma, and craved tliat his own division 
might Ije strengthened, that he might go and seek the 
enemies of God and Her htajesty wliercver they were to 
be found. iStill struggling to give clear utterance to the 
idea with which his genius was in travail, he wx-nt on only 
to confuse it with the moral eflect of offensive operations 
till his passion altogotlier overcame his argument, and he 
told liow three hundred English Hags rvith the red cross 
luid been made in Lisbon. “Which is,” he hursts out, 
“a great presumption, proceeding from tlie haughtiness 
and pride of the Spaniard, and not to he tolerated by 
any true natural English lieart.” 

His appeal had some eflect, for on its heels came a 
despatch from the commissioners at O.stend, telling how 
Parma had admitted that warlike preparations were still 
going on in Spain, though he vowed thej'- were only 
agaiiKst Drake. So an or-<ler came down that he was to 
write to the Queen direct and tell her how strong her 
fleet ought to he to carry out his ideas, and how he 
proposed to distress the fleet which w'a.s assembling at 
Lisbon. To the second question he would give no direct 
reply. Traitors were too thick about the Queen; and he 
told her it depended upon the intcllia:ence he e:ot on the 
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way, and the temper of his force wlion lie got it to sea, 
“ The last iiisample at Ctadiz,” ho growled in the bitter¬ 
ness of hi& auger, “ is not of divers yet forgotten, for one 
snch dying now as Borough did then will put the whole 
in peril.” As to the strength of her Hoot, “God increase 
your most excellent Majc.sty’s forces daily,” said ho; 
but with four more navy ships and sixteen merchantmen 
that were fitting out at London, he declared liimsolf 
ready through the goodness of hi.s merciful Goil to 
answer for the Armada—or oven, as the advantage of 
time and place in all martial actions was half the victory, 
ho offered to sail as he was, and let the rciiiforcomcnts 
follow. Surly as was the tone of his answer, the Queen 
was delighted and sang his praises everywhere. But still 
she could not make up her mind to luo.so her growling 
(log. A fortnight later one of the gunboat,s came in 
with intelligence that showed the Armada was on tlie 
eve of sailing, and Drake, iu an agony of impaticnoo, 
hurried the captain up to Court, urging again as a 
matter of life and death that he should be allowed to go. 
The answer was a summons to town. Elissabeth was 
now thoroughly alarmed, and no sooner wnis the sailo]'’s 
rough eloipience heard ringing in the Council-chamber 
than the (Jueen’s purpose was at last made linn; the 
eyes of the Government were opened to the great idea, 
and Howard with every ship that had three months’ 
victuals was ordered to join Drake iu the west. 

Golden rveeks had been wa.stcd. How grave the 
peril was, those only gras^jed who had to face it; and 
Drake knew that if the Armada was once allowed to 
sail, the England he loved so well was at the mercy of 
God. It -was not till May 23rd that Howard reached 
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Plymoutli. Drake was already there. In the moruiiig 
light at the head of sixty sail he put out to greet the 
Lor<l Admiral, and then, as thejr mot, went about with 
his whole division and escorted his delighted chief into 
port There the comhinod fleet watered, and on kJay 
30th, as an easterly breeze sprang nji, the two Admirals 
put to sea in loyal concert, to try if there yet were time 
to strike tho weapon from the hand that threatened 
their country’s life. 

It was no easy task that Avas before them. Over 
the sea came uncertain sounds of preparations so vast 
that no one could doubt any longer Avhorc Philip’,s right 
arm Avas. Ilut Avhoro and hoAV it Avonld strike Avas still un¬ 
certain. It might be destined for Ireland oi' for Scotland. 
It Jtiight he meant to seize some Engli.sli port. It might 
he under orders to join Parma, or to act Avith tho 
Guises from France. It might come north about by tlie 
Orkneys or directly uj) the Channel, and to Avatcdi one 
route Avas to leave the other open. Even if the Armada’s 
conr.so Avere divined aright, the Avind Avhlch brought it 
nin.st throw the English to leeward; and to reap the 
advantage of our superior gunnery, on Avlnch the only 
hope of victory lay, the weather-gage Avas essential. 
For the defending force it Avas a situation as difficult as 
tlzat Avhich outwitted Nelson himself, and one Avell 
designed to force home Drake’s idea of the command 
of the seas. From the first Drake had seen the 
strategic and tactical disadArantages of attempting to 
cover any of the threatened points. To prevent tho,so 
threats ever being developed Avas bis plan; and to eft’ect 
this he saAv he must go boldly out and lie to AmdAvard 
of the enemy’s port of departure. Once there he felt 



143 


sin FRANCIS DRAKE 


CHAP. 


that uvon if they daroil come out he could so handle 
them as they ])ufc to seu, and so liai’ass their advance, 
that nothing hut a hroken remnant would over roach the 
British coasts. As far a.s men could see it was the onlj- 
ch.ancc; and li 02 iing against hope that there might yet 
be time, the A<lnLirals lay the course for Fiiiistcrrc. 
But tlieii' cu]) ■ivas not yet full. Ere they were clear of 
the Channel the wind veered to south, and began to 
freshen to a gale in their V'ery teeth. With it came 
over tlio deserted seas a solitary mercliantmau, which 
announced tliat ten clays ago she had seen the whole 
Annada, stretching westerly from horizon to horizon on 
a northerly wind. It was too late. Tlie ’wind 'whicli 
had stoi)ped the English fleet would bring the enemy, 
and there was nothing to do hut to stanil off and on 
whore they wore. For six days the gale continued, 
veering slowly, hut in spite of it the fleet held it.s ground. 
On tlie seventh day it was blowing harder than ever 
straight from the west, and then fearing to be driven so 
far to the luervard as to uncover Plymouth, the discom¬ 
fited Admirals put back. 

The disastrous situation which for months had heen 
haunting Drake’s dreams was at Ia.st waking truth. Htill 
the Spaniard,s came not; and a ray of ho^ie hrightoned 
the gloom as Drake, with the instinct of a born strategist, 
divined what had hap 2 )Gned behind the waste of storm, 
lie felt that what had been seen was only a move to a 
rendezvous at Cormma, There was still time to strike. 
The conditions wore indeed more favourable tban over. 
After the gale the Armada must talce time for a final 
enneontration, and backed by Hawkins, Frobisher, and 
Fenner, he persuaded Howard to try again. Their 
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detcniiinatioji -was at oiicc amiouuced to the Council. 
But (hi]^ aftei' clay the -westerly gale continued to lage. 
vSucli a summer IniJ never Ijeeu seen. Every attempt to 
get to .sea failed, and ere tlie fleet got free, to Diake’.s 
utter dismay there came a povomptoiy order fiom the 
Queen absolutely forbidding the riianceiivre. In Drake’s 
abseiicG some one h.ad frightened her back into the 
old and futile methods j and -with a sha.rp repiimand 
for raslincss, Howard -was directed to cruise hetween 
Spain and England, and to water nowliere hut on his 
own coasts. 

Had the Queen in her perverseness wished to destroy 
her fleet as well as paralyse it she conld hardly have 
given more fitting orders. "With a sullen growl the 
Admirals obeyed. It was June 19th lief ore they could 
get out, and in three days they had to put hack for 
want of -victuals. It was not till the next evening that 
the provision-ships arrived, and it was fortunate they 
did. Eor the same night came news that eighteen 
>Spanish ships had been sighted off Scilly. 'Without a 
moment’s he.sitation a few stores were finng on board 
the fleet, and leaving the victuallers to follow, it jmshed 
out to sea again on a fresh north-easterly breeze to cut 
off the straggling scpiadron. But again, ere they were 
out of the Channel, l.hc -wind chopped round to 
south-west and stopped further progress. It was the 
wiud to bring the Armada ^ at any moment its sails 
might appear ; so while Howard stood oil' and on in mid- 
channel, Drake, with ten ships and four or five gunhoat.-!, 
made a sweep down to the Bay to feel for the enemy 
there, and to retard their advance if he found them steal¬ 
ing up the French coast. Howard had a fixed idea that 
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tlie first intention of the Armaria was to join liands with 
tlio Cruises ill some Froiieli port; Imt though Drake 
howetl to the Lord Admiral’s superior jiolitioal informa¬ 
tion, from the first liis instinct told him the move¬ 
ment was only exhausting the fleet to no purpose. Ey 
this time it was known that two more stray Spanish 
srpiadroiis had been hovering about Scilly. But for 
days no sign of them had appeared. One of tlicm had 
oven been sighted hearing for Sj^iain, and Drake divined 
the ro.st. A.s tliongii he had indeed bcGii shown the 
trntli in a magic mirror, ho know that tlie late gales had 
broken U[) the Armada and that it must bo painfully 
rea.sseinhling in tho ports about Fiiiisterro. As lie paced 
impatiently the dock of the lleveiujc, gazing out over the 
.still de.solate .sea, he saw in Vigo, and Eayona, and Oorunna 
a flonfu.sion of sliattorcd rigging, and hom'd tho muttering 
of land.smou siolconcd of the soa and raw orevts domorali.SQd 
with failure. Into tho midst ho pictured hiursolf himtiiig 
like a thuudor-olap, and iu a .storm of lire and iron 
oompleting the riiiii which Ileavou had hcgiiu. In a 
week ho could enduro it no longer. Victuals wore 
rumiiug out: the crews, on half rations, were falling sick; 
and as evorj^ day some poor fellow was flung ovorboard 
they began to lose heart. Juno came to an end; and 
then Drake rejoined the Lord Admiral to try and prove 
to him with all the force of his oloqiionco how tho Lord 
had once more iu His mercy delivered tho oncuiy into 
their hand. 

All wa.s in vain. Howard, loyal to lua fatal iinstrue- 
tioiLS, would do nothing liut .stretch out hi.s fleet like a 
net acros.s the mouth of the Clhaunel, and patrol liis 
front and flanks with stmhoats. In desperation Drake 
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reduced his reiisons to writing and sent them home, 
imploring to bo allowed to go at least a little roarer to 
Spain, ill order that, even if he were wrong, and the 
Spaniards wore already on their way, he might still 
have some chance of getting to windward of them 
before they entered the Channel. Shaken at length by 
his lieutenant’s vehemence Howard ventured to stretch 
his scruples so far as to advance the line ont.side the 
Channel; and there on the afternoon of the 7th a 
fresh northerly breeze came up behind tliem. To 
Drake it was the v'ery breath of the Lord, and before 
his passionate conviction Howard at last gave way. 
Half the fleet had hut a few days' provision.s, but, as 
Diake pointed out, if they returned for more the other 
half 'would he just as bad, so without more ado away 
they went for Tiuisterre. Long and low the tempter 
mu.st have laughed to himself as they flmv before the 
wind. If it ouly hold, orders or no orders, for hare 
life’s sake hi.s scrupulous commander would be com¬ 
pelled to revictual from Philip’s storeships. No man 
ever watched the wind more anxiously as next day sails 
began to .shake ominously. Yards were braced round, 
bowlines were strained more and more, yet league by 
league they neared the goal. On the 9th U.shant was 
eighty leagues behind, Imt their labour '^v•as in vaiu'—a 
south-wester was blowing in their tcetli. To ijroccecl 
■was impossible, to stay was starvation, and in oiien 
■wonder that God should have sent a south-wester, Drake 
confessed that retreat was the ouly course. So for the 
third time the great Armada escaped. Helpless and 
wind-bound it had been lying in Corunna Bay, at the 
mercy of the fireships and great guns of a fleet to vviiiJ- 

n 
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But now the wishcil-fov wind liad come to roloase 
it, and on the 12tli, as Jdoward’s cslianstcd iloGt re¬ 
appeared off Plymontli, the Duke of Mediiia-Bidouia, 
in the fulness of his strength, put out to sea un¬ 
touched.^ 

Not an English sail wn.s there to see or hinder, and 
ignorant of the jeopardy in which they stood, Howard 
and Drake set every hand to work that their fleets 
miglit he ready to renew the attempt together the 
moment the wind wa.s fair. A iues.songcr' sped to Court 
for pornii.s.sion, and this time, .so convincing had Drakets 
memorandum proved, it wa.s not rcfn.scd. By the 
lOtli they ■were almost ready—.sick had licon landed, 
crews wore reinforced, the scanty stores allowed 'wore 
on board—when suddenly tlioy were astounded with the 
news that the Armada was off the Lizard. The tables 
were completely turned. iSy the south-west w'ind on 
which kiediua-Sidonia was advancing, the English 
were shut in port and caught in the very same trap 
which Drake had meant to he the dufetruefcion of the 
enemy. Clever as ho was he had not gues.sed the whole 
truth. Tde could not tell that tlie wandering squadrons 
were merely some stray ships that had kejjt on bravely 
in spite of the gales to the rendezvous at Seilly; ho could 
not tell that the hulk of the Armada, more faint-hearted, 
had never passed Einistorro, but had taken shelter 

^ For rliis forgotieii movomeut aoo H. 1'. Dom. Elk. ccxii. f. 9. 
Reasons ojfi'n'd bij Sii Rr. IJntTce, etc., f. 10 . Uoiidderationa im- 
piisetl by Mr. Thos. Rmntr, etc. (wrongly dated .tuly 4Ui), f. f)7. 
Thos. Gely to Lord IjUrleigli, f. 80. Howard to Walsingliain 
(liostaciipt), f. 82 . Jlelacioyi Ue ... Pnblu ds Arambur qiic 
. . . fue cun dos xcibrus cn Serjtiimicnio del Artiiadti iiiijlaa, Duro, 
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weeks ago ere ii rojiarable (l.iiaago was, done. After 
all Ills schomiug and strife with fiiencl and foe ho 
ivas taken by siirpri.se at last, and the Aimada had 
leached the Channel without one English gun to saj' 
it nay, 
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The old stoiy goes that the fatal tidings found Drake 
on Plymouth Hoe playing howls ^vith the groat ollicors 
of the Hoet. He was ont-uuu\u‘uvred, the sui prise was 
complete, hut he did not stir or start. Of all that gallant 
oompiiny none knew so well as he all that the tidings 
meant. But in the jovial face, ruddy and clcar-oyed as 
ever, there Avas no sign of the anxiel.y beneath. Ilis 
fleet lay huddled in port, at the mercy of the Spanish 
fireships; tliero was not a moment to lose ] but hurry 
would spoil all, and ho would not budge. There 'was 
time, he said, to play the game and beat the Spaniaisls 
too. Born loader of men that lie was, his genius for a 
timely bravado taught him the value of such a speech to 
qiriot panic for the tremendous effort ho saw at hand. 
For there was but one thing that could save the Hoot. 
It must be got out of harbour licfore the morning, and 
then the aliuoi^t hoiieless struggle would begin, AFoll- 
uigh incredible as the feat may seem, it was accom¬ 
plished. During the night, in the tooth of the iviiul, 
nearly all the fleet was warped out. IVith Iho utmost 
difficulty and con-sninniate seamanship, on Maturday 
morning Eamo Head was weathered, and in rain and 
mist the fleet began beating to the westward close 
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along tlio coiibt to try and steal the wind from the 
ypaniards. 

So thiclc was the weather that it ivas not till the after¬ 
noon that the fleets had sight of one another. Then to the 
masthead of the great Aw Martin the Captain-General of 
the Ocean Sea raised the hle.s,sed standard of tho Ciusade. 
On one side was the crucified iLedoemcr, on the other 
the Holy Mother. Three solemn guns boomed out, and 
as the sound rolled through the groat Armada every 
maU fell doAvn and pi-ayed to C'hiisb for victory against 
the encmic.s of His Holy Faith. Then, too, along the 
mist)!' shore where Drake’s men toiled wore muttered 
unrecorded orisons without ceremony and without jiro- 
stratioii. They rvere ernsadens too. Their faith was as 
deep, their -worship as devout; hut the Puritans hauled 
on their bowlines as they prayed. There was need for 
them to aid the Lord. The Armada ivas edging inshore 
very close j hut closer still the arch-enemy of the Holy 
Faith crejit on in the -wot uii.sts to complete his mana'uvre. 
Fainter and fainter sank the -wind and heavier fell the 
rain, as Drake wrestled with the weather. The chance 
of .success was desperate indeed. In those day.s the 
best of ships could not sail within six points of the wind, 
and at every tack the countless sails on the hoiizon 
loomed clearer and closer as they crept on before the 
dying breeze. Yet on the completion of the movement 
before the dawn, ho saw the fate of England hang. 
On the morrow Plymouth would he at the Hpauiards’ 
mercy, unless the English hy getting the wind could 
fall upon their rear and force them to leow'ard of the 
threatened port. Night fell with the w'ork .still far 
from done, and hour after hour in the darkness were 
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hoard the cries of the boatswains and the wail of the 
rigging as the ships went about continually. But when 
the curtain of the night wa.s lifted it was upon a glorious 
scone for England. A little west of Looe was the groat 
Armada lazily advancing still, and seawards right in the 
wind of it wore fonuing the two divisions of the English 
fleet. Out of Plymouth wa.s .sailing another s(]uaclron, 
which, as it jiasscd boldly across the Spaniards’ front, 
fired on the leading .sliips, and then going ahout joined 
the bulk of the fleet to windward. Then in loose 
order Pin ward and Drake bore down. Anticipating that 
Sidonia with his snjicrior numbers and tonnage would 
take the oiTeiisivo, they had resolved to attempt nothing 
but to harass hi.s advance and cut off .stragglers. But 
no sooner wci'O they within range, than tlieji reoogni.scd 
how hard was the task heforc them. Ear from 
attempting Plymouth the Armada received them in 
tlie crescent formation, and continued its way nj) 
cliauiiel unmoved by their fire. 8o well were the 
Spaniards disposed, and such splendid order did they 
keep, that it was impossible for the English to como to 
close quarters without danger of lo.sing the vdnd. Com¬ 
pelled to fight at long range it was in vain that they 
directed the whole weight of their metal upon the port 
division of the Spaniards’ line, and tried by crowding it 
upon the centre to lireak up their una.s.sailablo formation. 
Siclonia’s best advisers know well their weakness, and 
Drake, too, saw it at a glance. “The Elect of Spaniards,” 
he hurriedly scrawled on the do.spatch that was sent to 
warn So}Tnoiu’, “are -somewhat above a hundred sails, 
many great ships; but truly, I think, not half of them 
men of war.” He wa.s rieht. The Armada was not a 
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fleet of irarsiiips free to take the offensive as it ivoulrl, 
Philip, still loss than Elizabeth, had grasped the import¬ 
ance of coninianding the sea. Instead of being a fighting 
machine of ovcrndiGlming power, hi.s great Armada was 
in reality the convoy of an unwieldy mass of ti-ansports 
and storeship.s ; and Ridonia’-s orders wore to e.seort it 
■Straight to Margate, and not to risk an action with the 
condiincd English fleet till he wa.s .safely at Ids destin¬ 
ation. 

Put though nothing could tempt Ridonia from hi.s 
defen.sive attitude, most of his flag-officers were all on 
fire to fight. Their chivalry was slow to learn the 
lesson which Drake so suddenly had taught both king 
and subject. Tlicy could not believe that their long 
unquestioned supi'emac 3 '’ at sea was gone; and at la.st 
Don duan hlartinoz de llccalclo in the S'anfa Anna, 
■who commanded tlio port division, as he felt himself 
being forced into the centre, was galled into turning on 
his foes. In a moment he was surronmled hy the van 
of Drake’s division. The Iicveiiij& herself rvas there, 
conspicuous with an extravagant pennant and a banner 
on her inizzon, and fighting almost fit grappling distance. 
Only one vessel could get to Eccalde’.s support, for 
as Ids flag-officers hove up to relieve him, they were 
received hy an overwhelming fire from Howard. So 
hot grew the fight, and so smartly was .ship after ship 
brought to hear on the isolated Spaniard.s, that at last 
Sidonia himself was compelled to come up into the 
■wind to save them. Howard signalled to sheer oft'; 
and for the rest of the day, in order to cover liecaldo 
wlnlo ho refitted his shattered ffagship, Hidonia kept 
the Bndish busy with manoeuvres for the wind. 
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So ended the memorable Sunday. Little ouou"]i 
had been done except to show the superior activity of 
the English ship.s, and the greater raiiidity of their fire. 
Tlioy found that under coiir.se.s otdy they could out.sail 
the Spanish galleons, and could easily pour in three 
broadsides to the eneinj’s one. Still the Armada was 
almo.st untouched. jVt nightfall Sidoiiia, liaving re¬ 
formed hi.s battle-ships, wa.s pursuing hi.s way up channel 
after the storc.ships and transports a.s majestically as 
ever, and the seamen wore grumbling that the onset 
had heen more coldly done than hccame the credit of 
the English navy. Erako saw that the tactics of the 
pa.st day would never do. It was clear that Sidouia 
meant to avoid an action, and act pmoly on the defen¬ 
sive till ho had joined haiichs witlt Parma. Had the 
contest l^egun off the Spanish coast, as Jlrakc had 
desired, a series of harassing engagements might have 
succeeded; hut now thei'e was no time. The two 
Spanish forces were but a few da}^ asunder, and at all 
hazard.s they must not be permitted to unite. Ere the 
light faded, therefore, the flag of conncil rvas flying on 
the MevcDfje, and when the flag-officers were assembled, 
Drake, and tho.se who supported him, urged that a great 
effort should be made without a moment’s delay. But, 
right or wrong, Howai’d lacked the daring of the 
seamen. He could not bring himself to risk the fleet, 

■—the only hope of his unready country; and indeed 
the risk wa.s great. Every ship grappled by a Spaniard 
rvas doomed; and lacking the old hands’ implicit faith 
in the power of English seamanship to elude the danger, 
Howard would not give way. With a di.scretion for 
wliich ho eaiiiiot he blamed, lie resolved to continue 
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the tactics of the ji.ist flaj’'. ITutil liis whole force was 
concentrated hy a junction with Seymour and "Wyiiter 
in the Straits of Dover, and hy the aniviil of the 
roinforceiiieuts he expected, he was determined not to 
fight a general action, but to rest content ivitli retarding 
the vSpanish advance till the gales returned for their 
discomfiture. 

Still bent, however, as we may well believe, on having 
his own way, Drake could coimole him.self that as vice- 
admiral of the combined fleet the van of the ]iiu'Buit 
\va.s his. The captains had ordens to follow hi.s cresset 
light, and with the wind freshening and veering to west- 
north-west he led the chase of the Spanish stcrn-huiteriis. 
Under ea.sy .sail he clung upon their heels, till in the 
middle of the night he wa.s aware of some strange 
sails near him, which were l)earing a different course, 
and impressed as ho was with the way the Spanish 
fleet had been handled during the day, ho was suddenly 
seized with the idea that tlicy were rveathering him in 
the dark. Something at any rate was wrong, and with 
characteristic decision he felt he must get to the bottom 
of it. Ill accordance, therefore, with the naval practice 
of the time in such ca.sBs, and nothing loath perhaps 
to mislead the coininauder ho could not direct, he iui- 
niodiatcly extinguished his light, and accompanied only 
by his tender, stood with the strangers. Having 
satisfied himself they svere Imt a few German merchant¬ 
men seeking convoy, Diake at once gave up the cha,se 
and lot them go. Meanwhile, however, his manoeuvre 
had thrown the English fleet into confusion. Howard, 
taking the Spanish light for Drake’s, held on hi,s 
course Four or five of hi-, rlivision did the ="niie. 
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The re.st, at a lo.ss wliat to do, .struck sail, and when 
day hi'olvC tlie Jlereiuje found liorself alone, save for 
ti irage galleini dviftiiig within a few cahles’ length 
of her. It was none other than iViie'<irii Seaom del 
Jloaario, the flags.hip of Don I’cdro dc T aides, captaiii- 
goncral of the Andalusian s(|uadron, and one of 
the finest officers in the fleet. In trying to assist 
Kccalde ho had fallen a victim to Sidonia’.s rigid forma¬ 
tion, which, though well enough Ijeforo the wind, ton 
often led to collisions if any mananivve was attempted. 
Drake at oiiee suniinnned her to surrender, hut though 
she had lo.st her bowsprit aud foremast, she had hitherto 
heaten oft' every assailant, and honourable conditions 
were demanded. The lingli.sli Admiral iras in a liiirrj-; 
lio wanted to overtake hi.s divi.sion; ho was Drake, 
he said, and had no time to parley; and at the 
sound of the great name Valdes struck without 
another word. He aud forty of his offieors wore 
takeia on board the Heivni/c, where they ransacked 
mythology to find adoquato compliments for their 
captor’s prowess and generosity. Proud of his reputa¬ 
tion, Drake loaded them with a inhieoly hosjhtalit}'-, 
while his oflioevs took possession of their treasure of 
.some fifty tlionsaud ducats. Then sending the galleon 
with a priise crew into Dartmouth, ho went on his way 
witlx his prisoners to overtake the Lord Admiral. 

Dy this time Howard was far ahead. So closely 
ixxdoed had he followed the lighis which he took for his 
lieutenant’s, that at break of day ho had found himself 
amongst the rearmost .ships of the iSpaniaixls. Kiioxving 
as wo do Drake’s persistent methods of getting hi.s way 
when persuasion failed, it is im])OBsiblo not to sxxspcct 
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hira of a hope, if not of un intention, of entrapping 
Howard into a general action by Ids wayward manreuvre. 
Jjiit in that case he was disappointof], for so light was 
the wind, and so scattered the ileet, that it Avas four 
in the afternoon before the ships had closed up, and by 
the time Drake anivcil on the scene the Lord Admiral 
had extricated himself Avithout fighting, and an attack 
Avas no longer possible. All that HoAvard and HaAAkins 
had been able to do aaws to take possession of the 
flagship of the Guipuzcoaii squadron, Avhich had Imen 
shattered by an exjdosion in its iioAvder-magazino and 
abandoiied. OtherAvisc the Armad.a Aras as strong as 
CA'crj and to make matters Avorse, Sidonia had taken 
adA'antago of tlio respite to reorganise his force. Tauglit 
lAy yesterday’s expericjice the Arealrncss of tlie crescent 
formation in face of so nimble an enemjq lie united and 
reinforced his tAvo AAu’ngs, and formed them into a rear¬ 
guard, AA-hile he himself, AAnth the galleasses and the 
tran.sports and .storoship.s, formed a A'an diAusioj). In 
thi.s formation, as Monday dreiA' to an end, the 
Armada aviis lying becalmed off Portland. ToAAuai’d.s 
.suu.set the AA'ind had died .aAvay entirely, and thus 
another 2n’ecioii,s day Alias gone and nothing dona 

The moon rose clear and bright, and, mirrored on 
the glassy sea, the tAA'o fleets lay facing each other 
scarce a cannon-shot apart. The English Avere spread 
motionless in a long broken line at the mercy of the 
enemy’s oared ships. It Avas the hour for the galleasse.s, 
and from the extreme right of the Armada Avhere 
tliey lay, in all the pomp of their sAvinging oars they 
came striding over the moonlit Avatens upon an isolated 
Aicssel of the English. But at that moment troubled 
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sails licgan to .shalce themsolve.s for tlio coming ivork; 
and in a few minutes a smart breeze had robbed the 
galloa.s.scs of their prey. The doomed ,sldp wa.s .saved; 
but the wind wa.s enmiiig from the nortli-east and tlio 
iSpaniai'ds had the weather-gage. The EuglLsli at once 
led off irilh a dash .straiglit inshore to try and get round 
the enemy’s right. Sidonia, to parry the movement, 
stood in too \rith his motley division trailing after him, 
and signalled to the rearguard to follow. Hut no sooner 
was the Admiral’s move talccn.np than tlio Ifngli.sh licet 
■was round again and standing to the eastward on the 
oppo.sito tack threatening to turn the Rpaniai’cl.s’ loft. 
"By the change of direction Drake, witli the staihoard 
divi.sion, was now leading, closely followed by tlio Lord 
Admiral, and a.s they strove to pass to windward, the 
fighting re.arguard of the Armada, which hy Sidouia’s 
inshore movement wa.s now on its loft, turned .suddenly 
upon them, A hot action was the immediate re.sull, 
and at a distance so close that the Engli.sh shijis wore in 
eonsl.ant danger of lieing lioardcd. One was only .saved 
hy the Lord Admiral boldly offciing its as.sallant a 
chance of Ijoarding his flagship, and ho himself was in 
imminent danger till he wa.s I'e.sciied hy Drake’s vice- 
admiral. To abide such an attack from the windward 
wa.s rank heresy to tlie new tactics of Drake’s school, 
and ninihly disengaging, the whole English fleet sprang 
its luff and ran large out to sea, to deprive tlie enemy of 
his chance of hoarding. After it the Spaniards’ rear¬ 
guard lalioured, straggling moi’e and more every length 
it advanced, Far from being defeated, a,s the Spaniiird-s 
thought, the English were fast doing what had ,scorned 
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almost hnpeless. iSidoiiia’s attempt to follow theii' rapid 
doubling had broken his solid phalanx: to pieces. Far away 
to windward was hi.s llagship toiling after liis chasing 
rearguard : farther still behind him were the galleasses 
vainly struggling with the carreiit in the Portland Itace 
to keep tlioir po.sitious in his wake ; and scattered con¬ 
fusedly over the sea were gronp.s of transports and 
victuallers trying to regain the shelter of the hattlc- 
i5hip.s. As the day advanced every hour improved the 
English prospects, for the wind was going slovdy round 
with the sun. For a time they contented themselvc.s by 
luffing up coutiiiuidly to deliver hroadside.s on their 
pursuers and tempt them to straggle farther; but at 
la.st the wind had veered far enough to give them the 
weather-gage, and with one accord they swept re¬ 
lentlessly upon Keoalde’s llag.ship. Aware that it was 
still trying to recover from the punishment its bolchies.? 
had met with on Smiday, the whole Spanish rearguard 
bore up one by one to the reseuo, and that with the greatest 
devotion, for each ship as it came into action was the 
victim of a concentrated fire. Sidouia in like mauner rvas 
hearing up with his sipiadron too when lus flag-captain 
pointed out to him that away to leowmrd the transports 
and store.ships were in sore trouble. The galleah.sei3, it 
was evident, could not protect them. They had given 
up the attempt to follow' their leader’s flag, but their 
attention was fully eug.aged by the I'ri'umjili, the Bnost 
vessel in the English navy and the flagship of Frobisher, 
lie had got left to leeward too, but was now bravely 
entertainiug the galleasses, while Edw'ard Fenton, in the 
Manj liosi’, and several chartered ships of Drake’s and 
the Londou squadrons -wore impr-oviug the occasion 
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aromul liim. Seoiiig the daiigor the ])ukc signalled to 
his imiuodiatc following to keejj on to where the fight 
raged round the crippled Hunki- A mm, while he himself 
■\rciit aljout and bore down to support the galleasses and 
protect his more defenceless charges. The Truimph was 
now in .serious danger; nor could the English seamen, 
having once exposed the Armada’s vulnerable point, 
permit it to Im covered again without a blow^ j\forc- 
over, the conLinual closing up of the .scattered Spaiii.sh 
rearguard had rendered the struggle round Reoalde too 
equal to suit Drake’s ideas. Ouce more he and his 
follow.s di.scngagccl, and Sidonia suddenly found himself 
alone hotweeu the trairsporls and hi.s rearguard, udth 
all the English battle-ships hearing down uimu him. 
Having reduced the Santa Anna to sucli a wreck that 
liecalde wa.s compelled to transfer his iliig, tliey wore 
heat on treating as hardly the Captain-General of the 
Occau Sea. With all the old-world eluvalry of Spain 
the Duke sliortoiiod .sail to await the attack, aud for an 
hour endured aloiio the whole fire of hi.s enemy, as ship 
by ship pa.ssed by and plunged its broailside into the 
great Sm Mnrtin. Prom its fortress of tins poop, from 
its castle of the prorv, from its pla~a dc annas in the 
waist, the .splinters shivered and .split till the water 
l)onred in tlirough the shot-holes, the rigging hung in 
ruin, and the holy standard of the Cru.sade was rent in 
twain. So they left him ainl passed on to support 
Erobi.shor, and gather the fruit of Drake',s howildoriug 
tactics. Under all sail the Spanish hatfcle-ships toiled to 
the rescue, but when, as the sun sank low, Sidonia had 
ouce more gathered up his flock into a roundel, there 
were many that laboured sorely, and three were gone. 
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II was a poor eiioiigli result for £i liard-fouglit auLion. 
The Eugiish powder was spent, another day was gone, 
and still the Armada looked almost as formidable as ever. 
Yet the effect was deeper than it seemed, ^yith no little 
ahiriii the Spani.sh officers had been shown the mobility 
of a fleet formed line-ahead, and ita power of concentra¬ 
tion on weak points. It was the first dawn of those 
modern tactic.s rrhieh Blake and Monk were to develop 
and Nelson to perfect, and both sides recognised the great 
fact. The Spaniards’ hearts sank as they saw how ill 
adapted were their floating fortresses for the new situa¬ 
tion, and a bolder purpo.se inspired Lord Howard. On 
the morrow, though active operations were confined to 
twice compelling the Armada to stop its advance and 
form line of battle to its rear, a most important stop was 
taken. After the morning cannonade had ceased, for 
some hours the English ships were seen tacking hither 
and thither in strange disorder; hut at last, out of the 
confu.sion, four distinct lines developed themselves and 
horc down on the wondering Spaniards to compel them 
once more to shorten .sail and haul to the rvind. Yet 
not a shot was fired; and no sooner was the Spanish 
battle - array completely formed than the four line.s 
twi,sted hack like snakes and loft it imtouched. Vexed 
to be so fooled, and convinced that the English meant only 
to delay him till the line aveather should break, Siclonia 
resolved to turn no more till the spires of Calais ro.se 
in sight. But he avas avrong. Beiuforced and supplied 
aneav avith poavder, Iloaa'ard at last felt justified in pu.sh- 
ing home an attack. Three ilays had passed since the 
fleets first engaged; three days more would bring the 
Armada to its goal, and although its advance had been 
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’well (lolaycil tlicro was still no sign of a return of the 
tompestnons weather’. It rvoulJ no longer do to watch 
tiro face of tire shies, ff the Armada’s power was to be 
hrokeir it nirrst he by the Iraiid of rnari. 

Ey thi.s time they were abreast of the I.slc of Wight, 
and its jji'o.'cinrity eriiphasijiod the irocessrty for prorrrjit 
offensive action. From Iris exalted pri.soircr Drake 
lra<l been able to learn that hr certaiir cmrtingerrcics the 
i.slaird was to he occupied iu order to provide a harbour 
of refuge for the Armada, arrd it wa.s clear the great effort 
could no longer be dcdajmd. For could a better battlo- 
fiolcl be wished for than the spot tlie trvo fleets had now 
I'oachod. As they lay off .Sundown Bay Ijctweoii the 
Island and .Sel&ca Bill, the Armada had in its loo a 
rvholo network of shoals strotching from the Owers to 
iSpithoad, aircl a vigorous attack froirr windward proinisod 
oithci' to press it in coirfustorr anrongst the intricate 
channels off Portsmouth, or if it attenr])ted to rveather 
tiro Bill and so regain the open sea, to drive it on the 
Ower hanlc. .Such at least wotdd seem to have hcon 
Drake’s idea; and it was probably to increase the energy 
of the attack that Howard liad con.scnLed to divide 
the fleet into four divi.sioiis. He liiinself commanded 
the first and Drake retained his own as the second, 
while the third and fourth wore given respectively 
to Howard’s two llag-ollicei's, Hawkins and Frobisher. 
To attack Sidonia’s serried ranks as they wore was lint 
to court defeat; ami iu council of war it had boeu resolved 
that duriug the night six mercliautmen from each 
division, Ijy engaging at four different points, were to 
loosen the .Spaniards’ formation and prepare it for the 
attack of the battle-ships. 
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So Drake meant to wrestle his great fall witli the 
Spanish power. It was a well-laid scheme, and had 
the wind held, the Armada might never have sailed 
another league to the east; but as it chanced, the wind 
fell so light that the detailed merchantineii were unable 
to carry out their orders, and as the morning of the 
fourth day broke serene and calm, the only sign of 
movement was whore some of Hawkins’s vessels were 
seen trying to tow themselves alongside the iS'uvfn 
Anna and another crip)pled Spaniard. Well-nigh 
helpless with their wouuds, they had drifted from the 
ranks and seemed an easy prey. Three galleasses came 
swooping to the rescue in all their majesty of oar and 
sail; but it was not to victory. "With dogged courage 
the loading ships of Howard’s and Frobisher’s divisions 
wore toworl by their boats to meet the floating castles, 
and wore soon tearing and shattering them with chain- 
shot and a hail of balls. The boldest of the Spanish 
rearguard struggled in to .support, and at last Sidonia 
signalled for a general action. It was the feast of San 
Domingo, his patron saint; a light breeze had sprung 
up in his favour, and with banners flying and trumpets 
braying, convinced at last that its hour of victory had 
come, the Armada formed in line of battle. The holy 
standard rose aloft and the tide of battle turned. The 
disabled galleasses were got out of action, and Frobisher 
and Howard, cut off and surrounded, seemed doomed to 
meet no bettor fate. The rest of the fleet were standing 
away us though to save themselves and de.sert their 
comrades, and. the Spaniards felt certain of their prey. 
Still, like the heroes of some Homeric fight, the iso¬ 
lated admirals fought on, dealing destruction around and 
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clearing tlicmsel^^os with their boats from cn^ery ship tint 
attempted to lay them aboard. In wonder and admira¬ 
tion the Spaniard.? still pres,sod closer till the wind began 
to freshen. Then at la.st they learnt the meaning of the 
strange tactic,s of the eiieinj'’s two .starboard divisions. 
While Howard and Frobisher wore holding the Spaniards 
over the bj’iuk of the 2 )it, Drake and Hawlcin.s had 
lalioriously secured a vantage-ground from which to 
thrust them down; and ere Sidouia had well gra,spcd 
the sudden jeopardy in which his whole fleet was 
placed, the two kin.smeii, with half a g.alo of wind in 
tlicir .swelling sails, crashed in upon hi.s loft. The charge 
was irre.si.stil)lo. The amazed 'weatlmr si|nailron.s gave 
way, crowding in upon the centre, and forcing tlio whole 
Armada to leeward. In vain did Frohishor’s persecutors 
turn. Howard was free now, and added the weiglit of 
his consort,s to the confusion with .t, new .attack, d’lio 
mouth of Port.smouth roads yawned on Sidouia',? lee, as 
though to engulf his Armada; doAvn came the holy 
standard of his crusading king; in its place flow the 
signal to close up in a roundel; and so, to tho indigna¬ 
tion of his lighting admirals, he hastened to make his 
escape, and inclining away to the coast of Franco, .saved 
his Hoot from tho Ower hanks. 

“Allot fray,” wrote Hawkins, “wherein some store 
of powder was s]ieut, and, after all, little done.” Tlio 
change of wind had saved Sidonia. Drake and his kins¬ 
man knew their movement hud failed, hut Howard oolo- 
hrated it as a victory. As tho two Hoots lay becalmed 
next day, some two miles apart, on the poop of the Arh 
lioijal he knighted Frobisher and three noble kiusmeu 
of his own who had fought their ships at his sido. 
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They ■wore the lieroes the poets sang, amt Avell they 
(lesorvGil the ijraiso. Tmt though Hawkins niiulo 
Kii- John with the rest, for tlic cool head that liaJ planned 
tlic fight and so nearly destroyed the cueinj' witli strange 
tactics, ill which hards could see no nieanitig, there was 
no reward. Frobisher, the intrepid explorer, who knew 
nothing of iiiival ivarfai'c, even accused the rival who 
had celip.sed hi.s fame of cowardice. 'iVlien ho he;iid 
Drake had taken Don Pedro do A'tililes and hi.s gi'eat 
galleon, ho swore the man that had luought Eiighunl to 
all her trouhlo had delilierately lugged heliind to reap 
the reward of Ids comrades’ courage. The .story is sad 
to tell, hut let it he the glory of Elizahetli’.s captains 
that in the heat of their jeuloiwy and iiuarrcls they 
never forgot the sacred cause .slic personiJied. 

The host cluiuce of do.stroyiiig the Armada hefure it 
reached its destination was now gone. All Friday tJie 
tu'o fleets lay within sight of each other, till in the 
evening the breeze got up from the sunth-west, and the 
Armada began the last .stage of its udventnious voyage. 
So splendid was the order it kept before the iidiid, tluit 
thong'll the English still dogged its heel.'', no attuik was 
attempted; and ashore spurs jiressed deep and lieiH'ons 
liamed, faint heai-ts .sank and hiui-e men ti'oopcd to¬ 
gether, as almost untouched the great host drew to its 
goal. On iSatni'day afternoon it was iia.ssing Calais—.six 
leagues more uiid it would reach Dunkirk—when sud¬ 
denly it came to anehoK Cimjplotcly surpri.setl, tiie 
English so nearly overran the enemy that they only 
saved the weather-gage by holclly auclioriiig within 
giui-shot to windward. 

It was a solemn hour, as Seymour and Wynter 
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from tlic Cliaiiiiel fleet joined with the rest on 
lioirarrl’s flagship in momentoua council. As the great 
(Toriuan historian has said, the fortune of mankind 
hung on the halanco. WJicii we cou.sider the difficulties 
of the navigation oven for a single .ship, the projecting 
headlands of the Channel, the intricate cuiTCnt.s, the 
precarious winds, it is impossible not to admire the 
brilliant manner in which the gre.at Armada had been 
brought to its destination. In spite of the greatest sea¬ 
men of the age, in spite of the incubus of a cumbrous 
convoy, it had reached within arm’s-length of its goal, 
and amid the hurried tramp of the gathering levies 
aro.so loud railing at the English captains for their 
failure. The Spaniards thcnrselrcs could hardly credit 
their sucoe.sa. They were disitirited with their losses: 
to leeward lay the unknown terrors of the North Sea; 
to windward was a horror worse than all. For there 
they knew was El Draque, busy brewing in his slops, as 
they rode so peacefully at their anchor.?, the dcA’ilry for 
which he had let them come so far. Such thoughts at 
least the terror of that name conjured as the night fell. 
Nor were they very wrong. Who first thought of it, 
none can tell. Indeed it matters little. Since that tor- 
I’iblo night in Vera Unm harbour twenty years ago, and 
later, when the devil-ship blew Parma’s legions to atoms 
on the Antw'erp boom, the device was in every man’s 
mind. It was a remedy hardly fit for Gliristian men to 
use. Yet, at all hazards, the Armada must be dis¬ 
lodged. The Dutch fleet, Avhich had been blockading 
Dunkirk, had been com[jolled by its nocessities to 
retire and leave Parma free to oome out. At any 
moment the weather might serve, and in a few hours the 
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great army might have jiassocl the Channel. It wa.? on 
Sunday the council of war met, and. ere it separated the 
grim rc&olvG was taken. That iiiglit the tide would serve, 
and Sir Henry Palmer sped to Dover for the moans 
which, for this supiemc moment, had heen collected 
there; but no sooner was he gone than there were some 
that grew impatient and saw that he could not return in 
time to catch the tide. It would not do to risk tlio loss 
of another day ; there were ships in plent}’’ with the 
fleet. Drake ofl'ered one of his own for the sacrifice,^ 
and seven more were cpiickly chosen. As the night 
do,seel in dark and moonlehs, a presentiment of im¬ 
pending doom discpiieted the great hr).st to leeward. 
The awful tragedy of Antwerp was in every mind, and 
liithcr and thither fiitted launches patrolling to wind¬ 
ward of the Spanish anchorage in nervous expectation. 
Midnight had passed, the night was at its hlacke.st, and 
the rmshing tide swirled dark and angry through the 
crowded galleons as they lay labouring, each with two 
anchors out. In the depth of the gloom whence the 
flood was sweeping with the wind, the English, lights 
were twinkling peacefully, till a sudden flare obscured 
tlieir brightness. Then another and another hurst out, 
and glowed and grew till eiglit flaming masses reddened 
the night, and sped forward with wind and tide upon 
the terror-stricken Armada. Such a sight man’s eyes 
had never seen. What wonder if a panic seized the 
Spanish fleet 1 There was no time to weigh. In I'ockless 
haste cables were slipped and cut, and like a herd of 
stampeding cattle, in mad confusion the tide swept the 

^ See ii MS. aecoiint of Drake’s claims against tlie Goveimneiit, 
jiretiorveil at Ivutwell Court. 
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grojit floot .waj', crashing ship on siiip thronyii a taiiglo 
of writhing cables. 

Wliat liad happened conid not lie seen from the 
English decks. A.s the lire.sliips j)as.sed over the enGm 3 ’’,s 
anchorage other fires seemed to rise; Intt it was not till 
the gray dawn Ijroko that the_y knew not a .single Sjiani.sh 
ship h.ad caught fire. In its chief object the terrible 
stroke had failed, but in its ]o.s.sei' uini it had .succeeded 
entirely. The Aimada ivas dislodged, and the bulk of 
it was .seen still flying in di.sordcr to the north-nortji- 
oast. The S/in, Marlin hud hove-to, and Aviih a little 
giwnp of galloons .about her was iiilng gun.s mid signallitig 
to recall lier panic-stricken Hock. Noiirei’ still the most 
splendid of the four galleasses was seem, .shatto'od with 
a colli.sion, .struggling with oars and fore,sail to got under 
the gun.s of Calais C.i.sllo. Tlien TTowiird weighed. 
Eveiy arrangement had been made for completing tlio 
work the liro.ships had loft undone, and the whole 
deot was ready to fling itself into the confusion in 
one last east to figlit till it could fight no more. The 
Lord Admiral was to Icail, Tirakc was 1.0 follow, 
and iSoyniour to come last. iJut there was more 
need for rajiid aei.ion than any one had dvciimod, fur Jio 
one expected that the whole eight lire.shipa could liave 
missed. All sail was crowiloil on. Hoeing her signal 
<lisregardc(l, the San Marlin Avas inakiTig for the flying 
Armada, and trying to rally it oH' GT'iivelinc.s lest it 
should ho swejit to leesvard of Punkirk, and alreadj'- 
the fine.st shijis Avere going about f.o form upon her in 
the old unassailable order. The rest Avere lulKng more 
and more to clear the Flemisli .s.amls, and perhaps, niirlor 
cover of the gathering rearguard, to tack and return 
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witli the tide to their aiicliorti. Everything hung on 
whether the attack could he pushed home before the 
enemy had formeil. It was a question almost of minutes, 
and in that supreme moment tlie Lord Admiral was 
found wanting. For him the magnificence of the lahonr- 
ing galleasse was too temiiting a lure. Uiiahle foi' all his 
courage to comprehend the new tactics, hi.s only idea 
unis to pluck his enemy feather by feather, and as he 
came athwart Calais ho turned aside. For the sake of 
capturing a vessel already out of action he lisked the 
last chance of destroying the whole Armiula. One 
tremor of irresolution ami all might have been iQst, 
ilut there was none. It was the hour for which Francis 
Drake had been born, and without a glance at lii,s 
commander, in all his heroic directness of purpo.?e he 
led the fleet onward. 

Nearly the whole of the captains obeyed his lead, 
us in grim .silence the Revp.nfie here clown straight 
for the group in which the San Martin towered. Not 
a shot was fired till almost within pi.stol-range her 
ho'U'-giuis wore lot fly at Sidonia. Luffing im¬ 
mediately she next 2 >liiriged in her broadside at ijoint- 
blank range, ami xvith. that deadly salute passed on 
enveloped in smoke. Close at Dralce’s heels were 
Frobisher in the Timnph and Plawkins in the Ficimy, 
and others, enough to deal with the San Martin and her 
friends; beyond was another group of giants trjdng to 
form on Sidonia’s flank; on these Dralce fell, and was 
lost again in a fiery cloud. Away to the starboard aro.se 
the roar of Wynter’s guns and Seymour’s, as in like 
manner they dealt with other knot.s of the disordered 
rearmiard. On every side the last great battle in the west 
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was raging with fury unexampled. After three hours 
Howard with the lingerers came up, and as he plunged 
into the heart of it rvitli timely aid the fury of the 
fight grew fiercer still. Eyes had never seen the like. 
Old hands who had fought at Lepanto swore it was 
cldld’s play to this. There was no thought of prize 
or ciLiiirter. As oacli galleon’s lire ceased and she was 
seen to settle, another was taken in hand. Nor ■wore 
tlie Spaniards less determined, Thougdi the English 
gunners plied them three and four to one, though beside 
their nimble enemy they moved like logs, they ■would not 
hear of surrender. The commander of one galloon stabbed 
a man who uais in the act of hauling down his coJoui'S. 
Drake’s I'ear-adiuiral, Cross, sank another at his side with 
its flag still Hying and its ca[itain’8 dolianco ringing in his 
ears. They woi’e as short of ammunition as the Eaiglisli, 
hut -when their cannon-shot were spent they defended 
their splintered and leaking vessels with muskelii'y, 
till frantic with tlie carnage mariners leapt overboard 
by scores to ho ])ickGd up by the hu.sy pinnacG.s of the 
English. Let the roll of those who for the livelong day 
endured the storm to save the rest from tlie sands lie 
reiuembci'ed by the cou((noror.s. Leyva, Eocahle, Ocpiendo, 
Piraeutal, Enriquez, and Francisco de Toledo, all were 
there and many more, the flower of Siianish chivalry, 
fighting to the la.st almost without power of resi.stance 
as the water rushed in beneath their feet. Drake’s 
decision at the critical moment had had its effect. They 
liad never been able to more than half form, hut hack 
to hack, as it -w-ere, in little groups, tliey had to endure 
the resolute charges of tho English -fflio surrounded 
them, and for six hours the battle had continued 
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Shuffled together, and almost unmanageable, the 
Spanish ships had by this time lost all semblance of the 
crescent formation. Of the foity vessels that had ticen 
cut off from the rest of the Armada, only sixteen were 
left at the last. Some had tied, one had sunk, another 
was sinking, and a third was derelict. About three 
o’clock it began to rain heavilj', and the fire of necessity 
slackened. But for three hours more a desultory fight con¬ 
tinued, as Sidonia took advantage of the lull to gather 
the .shattered battle-ships together for retreat, No one 
cared to pre.ss them hard. The hulk of the Armada 
was already to leeward of Dunkirk. The English 
powder was almost exhausted, and the breath of the Lord 
of Hosts was now sweeping the Hpaniards to utter 
do.structiou. With the rain the wind had changed and 
freshened. It was blowing dead on the tieacherous 
coast of the Netherlands: the sea was getting up and 
breaking over the decks of the lahonring galleotis; and 
Drake, himself riddled with shot, was content to liang 
upon the skirts of the flying enemy till he should see them, 
one by one, engulfed in the sands on their lee. 

All through the dark and blustering night lie clung 
upon them and watched. With hi.s triumphant fleet on 
their weather cpiarter, he knew that half of them dare 
not tack, and the re.st could not for their wounds. Yet 
inch by inch the scpially iiorth-we.st wind drifted them 
nearer their doom. For such an hour Drake’s whole life 
had been lived—^the life he had lived for vengeance 
on the idolaters and England’s enemy. His life had 
been one long tragedy, and now, as he gazed over the 
lee-how of the Ileveuge, in grim exhilaration he waited 
for the terrible catastrophe. The night gave way to day, 
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and still tho Aniiada, was striving fruitlessly with a 
wind as relentless as the demon at its heels. All day 
the agonj? was prolonged, and as the la.st liour approached 
with the waning light, once more tho Spanish crows 
fell down in jn’ayev—^Imt now it was not for victory, 
yix fatlioms liad lioen sounded, then five, and (lod alone, 
tho jiilots said, could sav’o tho fleet. And then it was 
at tho eleventh hour that Drake had to own that 
vengeance Ava.s the Lord’s. Suddenly the wind dropped, 
and thou sprang up from the south. With a cry of 
thanksgiving, the Spani.sh helms were thrust down ; in 
a few minutes the Armada svas .standing northward out 
to sea ; and once more hy tlie act of God, at tho very 
inomont •when his vongoanco scorned acconiifiished, tho 
enemy had been wrested from Drake’s grip. 

“ Wo have tho array of Spain before ns,” he wrote 
to Walsiugham on tho following night, “ and mind, 
with tho grace of God, to Avrc.stlo a fall with them. 
There was nevov anything pleased ino better than tho 
seeing the enemy flying with a .southerly wind to tho 
northward. God grant you have a good eyo to tho 
Duke of Parma, for, with tho grace of God, if wo live 
I doubt not hut cro it he long so to handle tho matter 
with tho Duko of Sidonia, as lio shall wi.sh himself at 
Haiiit Marie Port among his orange trees. God give us 
grace to depend njioii Him, so wo shall not doubt victory, 
for our cause is good.” »So on the heels of tho flying 
Armada he cheerily announced its escape, and the grim 
resignation of the Last words alone betray how sorely 
tho Puritan’s faith was tried. It was tho last day 
of July, yesterday Wyiitor and Seymour had ])ocn 
sent h.nok to their old station in the Gliinmel tn watch 
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Dunkirk, and Drake, under peremptory orders from 
Court, had just sent his prisoners ashore. He rva.s 
short of auiniunitioii, ho was wcaiy watching, tlio long 
.struggle .seemed aliout to begin all over again, and yet 
no note was coming froiu him but hope and cheerful 
endeavour. For two day.s he and Howard with the I'C.st 
continued the chase, Imt they were not destined to 
wrestle a fall. To the northward of the Dogger Bank 
the long-expected tempest came rolling up out of the 
wo.st, and Drake knew, for a while at least, that the 
country was safe. Constantly threatened with attack, 
the Spaniards were holding resolutely to their old forma¬ 
tion; and thus, as he had first caught sight of it, in 
the gatliering davkiiesn, witli the wild storm-rack hying 
over it, Drake hid the Armada farewell, and througdi 
the lisirig sea ran for the coast of Scotland, to save 
himself from the Arratli to come. 



CHAPTER XII 
drake’s armada 

Drake was at the zenith of liis fame. Though the 
battle of G-raveliiies, by some strange freak of destiny, 
is hardly known to the hulk of Englishmen, it was at 
least as momentous as Waterloo or Trafalgar, and the 
honour belongs to Drake no less rightly than tho laurels 
of Copenhagen are Nelson’s. Parma luiew it rrcll; and 
when Drake, leaving tho Armada to tho mercies of tho 
we.sterly gales, struggled back tlirougli tho torujmst to 
face him ere tho fine weather returned, ho bi'okc up 
his camp at Dunkirk and abandoned the enterprise. 
Howard kne^v it too; and when on hi.s retinn from the 
chase he was snddouly summoned to Courlj, ho was 
careful to furnish himself with a testimonial from Drake 
that he had behaved well to hi.s lieutenant and taken 
his advice throughout. It was oue of Drake’s cajjtains 
who was sent up with tho tropliie.s, and it was Drake’.s 
name with which Europe rang as the nows of tho victory 
spread. The remnants of the SpMiish cresvs who 
escaped the rock.s of tho Orkncy.s and tho iron cliffs of 
Connaught, came homo to swear anew ho ^vus a devil 
and no man; and Medina-Sklonia slunk away to his home, 
to be tormented by urchins who cried under his tvindows, 
‘■Drake is coming, Drake is corning-” It was only 
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amongst the other captains that there rvas anjr disposi¬ 
tion to deny him the glory. Frobisherts jealousy was 
made a focus of opposition by the friends of Spain; and 
Lord Henry Seymour, furious at having been ordered 
hack to his blockade, hogged to he relieved of his 
command if the Lord Admiral’s Herrtenaut were going 
to sei've in the narrow seas. Faithful and generous as 
Drake was to his follower:;, it is certain that in his 
masterful temperament there was something mrbearahle 
to those who were not content to walk in his train. 
"While to his friends he was self-reliant, impetuous, and 
enthusiastic, to those whom his strong personality re¬ 
pelled he was egotistical, head,strong, and a braggart. 
Although it was never admitted, every one knew that his 
fortune had been founded in plunder; and in spite of 
hi.s lavishness and his stern destruction of prizes when¬ 
ever the interests of his country demanded the sacrifice, 
he was credited with avarice, and accused of dragging 
England into war to fill his pockets. Yet in truth he 
was greedy for nothing but vengeance and renown,— 
the renown of being hailed as the saviour of his country, 
the vengeance that was his i-eligion. 

Ho was now to give his ambition rein. A.s Augmst 
passed and the fate of the Armada was known, scheme 
after scheme for the prosecution of the campaign was 
abandoned. The fleet was lying foul and idle in the 
narrow seas; the officers were quarrelling and splitting 
into factions; the sick and wounded were dying unpaid 
and unoared for iu the streets of the seaport towns. 
The admirals did their best. Drake and Hawkins 
together founded the “Chatham Chest" for disabled 
seamen, hut the Government, under the Queen’s 



17-1 


SIJ^ FJtJNCIS DRAKE 


oiiAr, 


irresolution iind sank into apathy once 

luare, and tlio uoniitiy looked to Drake to say the next 
woi'd. 

It with no uncertain voice tliat ho s[iokc. It 
was iinpurativo that something should he duno heforo 
jSpain ceased to reel under the blow she had received, 
j’ct nothing would the Goveruincut do. Drake went to 
Norrej's. lly the middle of September theii' jdans were 
lipo, and those two kuiglits wliose hrotiiorhnud-in-anus 
had begun so darkly at the massacre of Itatldin, sent up 
to the Couucil a propo.sal that is fairly astounding. 
Ihnrover much we may rub our dyes to see such a 
thing at a jieriod that wc are accustomed to look ujiou as 
one of the most glorious in our history, tlio fact is uut 
to bo d(mied. H'liesc two adventurous spirits, in the 
Queen’s default, ottered to form a groat A\'iir syndicate to 
prosecute the struggle ou whirli the national existence 
seemed t<3 hang, and what is even stranger, their ofl'or 
was accepted. All they a.skod of tins Queen, or at lea.st 
all they Avero grantod, was a suh.scriptinn of 11:10,000 to 
tlic syndicate, and the loan of .six hattle-ship.s. It was 
of course imdorstood that the Government was in every 
Avajr to facilitate their oj)cr.atiou.s, and they wore 
given power to prc.s.s men and malce rerpd.sitiou of 
provisions. A .siog’c-train AA'a.s also to ho furid.shcd out 
of the royal arsouals, and they were to be permitted to 
take into thuii’ pay thirteen veteran foot comi)auio3 
and six hundred horse from the English legion in the 
Low Countries. ]S[orrQ 3 '.s further received authority to 
pas.s into Holland, in oi'der to negotiate for the co¬ 
operation of the Dutch, A joint expedition of the 
two great rrotostaiit helligoreuts had been for years the 
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dream of the English soldiers, and Norreys wiis so far 
successful that he procured the pi’oiiiiso of ten com- 
])anies and six warships. In England the idea was 
taken up with enthusiasm, and in Norreys’s absence Drake 
was able to secure the support of most of the great 
seaport towns. Court and coniiucrco came forward 
freely with money, and everything promised a triumph, 
ant success. 

The general idea was a revival of the ]]rojcct for 
the liberation of Portugal in Don Antonio’s name, Ijiit it 
was no longer on the modest .scale of foi'uior j’ear.s. 
Through all his life of stios.s and storm Drake had been 
the prophet of English nationality. Hi.s ini.s.siou was to 
preach and doruon.strato its innate .strength, and now 
his victory had swelled liis idea to its full development. 
It was no iilibiistering raid ho had in his mind, liut an 
impei'itd Avinada as great as the. one he had crushed, 
heiit on conquest, and lit to show Europe that all that 
Spain could do was within the might of England. 

Everything tvas to ho ready hy Fchruary 1st, and till 
the winter the reawakened war-spirit whicli Elizahetli 
had so long pent up surged round the two comiiiandcr.s. 
rUl that ivas warlike .and adventurous in the country 
crowded tumultuously to their standard, and Drake 
renewed his relations of the Iri.sh wans, dlio hrothons of 
Norreys were there, those Chickens of Mars who wore 
regarded as the jmtterns of soldiership. There too came 
the truculent man of Monmouth, Hir Eogcr Williains, in 
his gilt morion and groat plume of feather.s, with all the 
crabbed pedantry and cool valour which seem to have 
given to Shake.speare the character of Captain Fluellen; 
and a host more besides whose reputations are long since 
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dead, but whom under other names wc may see to-day 
as clearly as when tliej'' lived quarrelling, fighting, and 
dying through pages of the Elizabethan dramatists. 
Nor was chivalry behind. At its head was the Earl of 
Northnmhorlaml, and Essex too had from Drake a 
renewal of his jji'omisc of a place, if at the last moment 
he could e.sca 2 De from Court. 

Tlic living force of England was loose at last, and 
fed by Drake’s stupendous notions it began to develop 
an energy .so formidable, that as it would seem the 
(rovorument took alarm. The Queen began to assume 
more and more control over the preparations, and 
olrstaclos of all kinds aro-sc. There woi'o difficulties 
about the Low Country troops, and the Dutch too grow 
cold. Elizabeth would not sign the connni.ssions; 
and when she did could not make up her mind to 
let them pass the .seal. Courtiers tuning to her note 
began to hack out and would not pay their calls, while 
the Earl of Northumberland was ordered to withdraw 
both his person and his subscription. Still the two 
knights persevered; l)ut so straitened were they by 
the defaulters, and so protracted had been tlie prepara¬ 
tions by the conduct of the Queen, that at last they had 
to apply to her for further as,sistauce. She flew into 
a passion as a matter of course and tried to induce 
Lord Willoughby to take over the command. He 
had succeeded Leice-stcr in the Low Countries, but 
though “he would not budge a single inch for all the 
devils in Hell ” the Queen herself had managed to worry 
the heart out of him, and he begged to be excused from 
the service of so exasperating a mistress. 

Perhaps there was something in the melancholy 
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dignity of tlie broken-hearted soldier’s refusal that 
brought the Queen a touch of remorse; at any rate, in 
a fortnight the two knights were able to go down to 
Dover to hoist their flags. Still the forces they -were to 
command were .seriously below Drake’.? .standard. They 
were already well into March, and the long delays had 
entailed a large expenditure in pa}' and freight to no 
purpose. Moreover, the siege-train had not been forth¬ 
coming, and there were also wanting the .six Dutch men- 
of-war, seven companies of the Eugli.sli veterans, four of 
the Dutch, and all the cavalry, nor had they transports 
for more than twelve tliousand men. But Drake was 
not to bo beaten. He had set his heart on commanding 
a fleet as great as the Invincible Armada, and once free 
of the tramuiols of the Court ho .sot about getting what 
he wanted in his own peculiar way. Till March idtii 
he waited at Dover, when there came sailing by a fleet 
of,sixty-five Dutch vessels bound for .Spain under passes 
from Parma. On these Drake pounced, captured them 
every one and carried them off to Plymouth, whore the 
chartered cruisers were a.ssembling. It was an extra¬ 
ordinary coincidence, as he told Wakingham with his 
tongue in his check, that the Dutchmen should have 
been passing the verj' day he sailed, especially as they 
happened to he exactly the cla.ss of vessels he wanted 
for transports; but be that as it may, the effect was 
electrical and volunteers flocked to Plymouth. His force 
was .soon doubled, but as ill-luck would have it that only 
added to the generals’ troubles. For a whole mouth they 
lay wind-bound, consuming their scanty store of victuals 
till they had barely a month’s provisions left. It was 
not till April 6th that the wind was fair, and even then 
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no sooner had they put to sea tluiu they were im¬ 
mediately driven back. The case was getting desperate. 
To rcrpiest a further supply was u.scless they know, 
but they had still a strong car<l to play. Where entreaty 
failed a threat might yet succeed; so quietly pointing 
out to the Council that it was madness to .sail with their 
c.x:isting resources, they bluntly announced that unless a 
reserve of stores was at once made ready to follo^v them, 
they would have to turn their army of twenty thousand 
men loose upon the country without a penny to pay 
them. 

The letter found the Queen in a fine Tudor rage. 
Essg.x: had .suddenly disappeared from Court, Sir Eoger 
Williams had not put back to Plymouth since the gale, 
and to her vexation in having to sanction a new requisi¬ 
tion was added the conviction tliat the generals liad 
connived at her truant pet’s escape. Courtiers and 
messengers came .spurring down the great western road, 
and pinnaces were fitted out to find the h'lia/fsaVe with 
which Sir Eoger Williams had di.sajjpcared. With an 
edifying display of zeal for tho fugitives’ arrest the 
generals protested their innocence j hut nevertheless on 
the 18th the fleet sailed without a trace having been 
discovered of Essex or Williams or the Swifhnrr. 

Drake’s dream was realised at last. He had got Don 
Antonio snugly under hi.s wing, and at the head of a fleet 
of one hundred and ciglity .sail he was bound for the 
coast of Bpain. Hot only is the armament noteworthy 
as being the most powerful that had ever left the 
Engli.sh .shores, l)ut its organisation i.s of special interest 
as marking an attempt to introduce order into a naval 
force on military liuo.s. Drake’s admiration for the dis- 
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cipline ami methods of soldiers no less than tlie example 
of tho Armada was no doiiht not without its weight. 
The fleet wa.s divided into five squadrons, each of some 
seventeen ships and fifteen transports, and each under a 
colonel. These “colonels of .squadrons” were tho two 
generals-in-chief, Captain Thomas I'onuer the vice- 
admiral, Sir Koger Williani.s, colonel-general of the 
foot, and Sir Edward Xorreys, general of the artillery. 
At the head of each .squadron wa.s one of tho Quecn’.s 
hattle-ship-s, and each squadron-colonel had on his statt’ 
a lieutenant-colonel, a “corporal of the squadron” or 
aidc-de-camp, and a captain corresponding to the regi¬ 
mental captain-lieutenant. In the sixtli Queen’s ship 
saile<l the rcar-adiuirul Captain William Fenner im- 
iittachod, as “ marshal-general of the fleet.” Associated 
with tho two generals there was also a full military staff, 
including an intelligence de[iartincutunder a “master of 
the discoveries ” with the rank of “lieutenant-colonel of 
the pinnaces.” When all was over, the system was con¬ 
sidered to have failed, but in truth it never had a fair 
trial, for so foul was the weather, and so hurried the 
whole affair from shortness of su]jplie.s, that the fleet 
was never once exercised at sea upon the new sy.stem. 

Indeed so contrary fell the wind that a numlier of 
transports containing twenty-five companies of foot 
never weathered Ushaiit at all, and tlie generals had to 
continue the voyage in sadly cripided strength. Their 
instructions—for unhappily they were hampered with 
instructions—were first to destroy the remnauLs of tlie 
old Armada and the hegimiiiigs of the new one which 
wore said to be lying in Santander and other ports on 
the north coast of Spain; then, if it could he done 
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without too i50L’ioufely coiiipi'omisiug tlio Queen, they 
were to ])i'()CGe(l to Ijs))Oii and act Don Antonio on the 
throne wliicli iv'iis siipposoil to he only waiting for him 
to take possession, and tlie wliolo was to lio wound up, if 
Don Antoiiio consented, with an attack on the Aiiores 
and the cajjtnre of I’hihp’s Indian and American iloets. 
Drake, however, Inid c\'ery reason for pj’eforring Ins 
own intelligence to that of the Govoranieut, and his 
“discovery” department had rcixn'tcd that soine two 
Inindrod sail liad recently put into Corunna. Assured 
tliat it was t.lio first-fruits of tlio ncAV Armada, ho made 
the foul weather an oxenso for opening operations witli 
a dose(‘nt on that [»ort. On Aj)ril 2‘)t]i tlio gcnorals 
arrived in the road, and the same niglit hy a .skilfully 
eomhiiied naval and military operation seized the luuhour 
and lower town almost witliout a blow. lint little 
shipping was found. Four large galleons, however, 
including the Umi Juun, the ilagBldj) of Leyva, the vice- 
admiral of the Armada, were made prizes or burnt, and 
a vast quantity of stores found in the waroliousos was 
taken and (lcstr(;yed. lint in spite of its succe.ss the 
expedition rvas in no pleasant plight. Though it was 
in full pos.session of the Lower Town and llie surround¬ 
ing country, the road.stuiid in which the licet lay was 
still commanded by the guns of the Upper Town into 
which tho tSpani.sh garrison had retired, and to leave the 
anchorage in face of the prevailing foul weatlicr was as 
desperate as to reduce tho fortress without a .siege-train. 
In hacking out of her promiso the (Jluocn had no doulrt 
intended that the expedition should be thus cripided, 
for ill her womanly craving for peace she rvas still 
eliiiging to her fiction of a defensive war and did not 
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wish her hojies to he compromihed hy ofl'ensive opera¬ 
tions against Philip’s territoiy. Ktill behveen attack 
and retreat the choice lay, and for men like Di'ako and 
Norreys such a choice is soon made. As a matter of 
course the more palatable enp was swallowed; and in 
order to divert the attention of the garrison from the 
fleet a siege was immediately ordered, and while his 
officers with great success raided the country ronnd for 
cattle and such provisions as the warehouses did not 
provide, Noi'j'oj's proceeded to do his host with mining 
and four insufficient gnus. Till May 3rd under every 
difficulty the siege operations were continued, and then 
while Drake made a diversion with liis boats in the 
harliour, with fierce impatience an assault was delivered. 
It was a mad attempt. So inadequate were the means 
at the generals’ command that the hreache.s were found 
wholly hupracticahlo, the storming parties were rejiulsed 
with heavy loss, nor had Drake with his flotilla any 
better success, 

By this time, liowever, the weather was abating, 
and fearing to waste more time, the two general.s 
determined to re-einhark. But that wa.s not so ea.sy. 
Hardly was the i-esolntiou taken than the scouts re¬ 
ported that a force of .some eight nr nine thuu.sand men 
luudng pus.sed the bridge over the ilero Biver had 
ooouxdod El Bnrgo and were intrenehiug them,selve.s 
there in rear of the Engli.sli linos. Tliu.s finding 
themselves in the same position that Sir John Moore 
was Lo immortalise tw'o centuries later, like him they 
resolved to give battle, and while Drake with five 
regiments held the trenches and siege-works, Korreys 
adv'arieed with the remaining nine over the ground 
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where Sir John Moore fell. Though in numhcrs inferior 
to the enemy, with .such fury did he fling himself upon 
them that the iiitren dun cuts at El Burgo were swept 
with a rush ; the bridge, which was only wide enough 
for three abreast, emded at push of pike; and in the 
evening Sir John ISTorreyis, who, in doublet and ho.se, Juid 
been lighting all day beside his brothers iiiko in hand, 
inarohod back to Drako in triumph with the rojnal 
banner of Sj)ain borne before him. The victory was 
complete and signal. The enemy had been pursued in 
open rout beyond the Mero, their los.s had been very 
severe, the country for miles round was driven and 
ravaged, and on the 8th, having fired the Lower Town, 
the Engli.sli rc-einbarkcd without hindrance by the light 
of the conflagration. 

In spite of an alarming sickne.s.s which had broken 
out in the ranks, Drake as he led the fleet on it.s way 
was in excellent spirits. “We have done the King of 
Spain many pretty seiudccs at this place,” he told Wal- 
singhain, “and yet I believe he 'W'ill not thank iis.” 
Indeed the loss to the Spaniard.? in stores alone had 
been very great, while the idea of defeating in open 
fight a superior Spanish force intrenched on its own 
ground so intoxicated the commanders that, orders or 
no orders, they had no longer stomach for anything less 
than the invasion of Portugal. They had made up their 
minds that the Spaniards were so hard hit by the 
defeat of the Armada that it would ho a mere prom¬ 
enade, and flinging to the Avinds the Queenh in.structions 
about the north coast ports, they sailed for Peuiche, a 
port under Cape Carvocira some fifty miles north of 
Lisbon. The weather continued as bad as could be, and 
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as the fleet toiled slowly southward sickness spread havoc 
through the crowded ships. On the fouith day out, 
however, they were gladdened by the sight of the long- 
lost SicifLiire. Essex and Williams had been down as 
far as Cadiz in search of Drake, and -were no^v retracing 
their steps with a train of five prizes which the 3 ^ had 
picked up in Drake’s old hunting-ground at Cape St. 
Vincent. The generals had stringent orders to send 
home Essex and put the Welsh captain under arre.st as 
soon as they met, hut stupid order.s always sat lightly 
oil both of tliein, and .smoothing their conscience with 
the consideration that they could neither spare the 
Swi/isure nor Sir Eoger Williams, who had been named 
as Norreys’s successor in case of accident, they i-eceived 
the truants with open anus. 

It ^va.s not until the 16th that tliey ivere able to 
anchor at Peniche. The sea w'as still running high, an 
ugly surf was breaking on the beach, hut not a moment 
wa.s lost. The boats wore loivered away, and as they 
came under the fire of the castle the landing-parties 
with Essex at their head plunged into the sea and 
waded ivaist - deep to shore through the surf. The 
garrison sallied to resist them, hut by a .'loientific flank 
movement from Sir Eoger Williaims they were compelled 
to fall hack and .suffer the rest to land without opposition. 
The town was carried by assault, and so rapid and complete 
ivas the sncce.ss that tlie same night the ca.stle opened 
Its gates to Don Antonio. It was an encouraging omen, 
for the co-operation of the Pretender’s partisans was, of 
coiu’.se, an integral part of the general idea. Don Antonio 
had every assurance that the people would rise in his 
support, and that the appearance of the English before 
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Lisbon was to bo tlie signal for its gates to bo opeucil. 
The rest ilopendod upon tlio lujiidity with which the 
English coininandors could anticipate the counter-move¬ 
ments of the Spaniards. iVIroady much time liad been 
lost, and the c)'ip]ilcd force which had reached (Jorunua 
was decimated liy casualties and disease. Waiting but a 
single day to land the handful of horse and refresh the 
men, they rapidly organised a flying column and Norreys 
on the iSth began to move 011 Lisbon. In the early inorii- 
ing light Drake took his .stand upon some rising ground to 
bid God-speed to the little column, as in all their bravery 
of cor.solot and inoi'ion and tlio eiisigirs of tlicir captaims, 
pikomcn and mnsketoors defiled before him. They 
wore but fourtcoii weak battalioii-s of recruits and one 
poor troop of horse; they had ueitlior transport nor 
artillery; they hardly deserve the name of army, yet 
wlion wc think of them with arms arust and breoohos 
stained by the sea, tramping Iry to salute the Admiral, 
let it never ho forgotten how grave a legacy they left to 
llriti.sh arms, or of how long and glorious a procession 
they were the humble pioneers. 

Having taken leave of the troop.? and loft the sick 
and rvonuded in charge of a small force at Poniche, Drake 
himself went round to the mouth of the Tagus, whore it 
had been aiwauged he was if possible to join liands again 
with Norreys, and support his attack on Lisbon with tiro 
fleet. Picking up a score or so of prize.? by the way, 
on the 22nd he ajrpearcd in the Oascaes road. The 
inhabitants fled to the mountains at his approach, but 
on his sending ashore two of his Poi'tugueso pilot.? to 
assure them that ho was there in Don Antonio’s name 
they returned, and although the Spani.?h garrison refused 
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to siu'i'enilcr tlic castle, lie took peacealile possession of 
tho town. 

Having thus strangely anticipated Wellington in 
securing a point for the rc-embarkatiou of the army in 
case of accident, Drake .sent out scouts to feel for 
Norreys. They returned with the startling intelligence 
that ho was already qnartorcil in the suhurh.s of tho 
capital, and the Admiral at once set about fulfilling his 
promise. It rras an operation of tho gravo.st difficulty 
and danger. The Tagus from St. Julian to Lisljon hristloil 
with forts, it was full of galley.s, the navigation was 
hazardous, half the Engli.sh crews were sick, and tho 
masters declared solemnly in council of war that the 
attempt was madness. But Drake was deaf to their 
prudence. He had promised to meet his hrotlier-in-arms 
at Li.sbon, and formidable as he knew tho batteries to he, 
with a good wind he believed he could run the gauntlet j 
while as for tho galleys he could treat them as he had 
treated them before. In spite, therefore, of every prote.st 
two-thirds of the war-ships were told off for the service, 
and having equipped and armed them to the host of his 
ability he -waited for a wind. The very next evening it 
began to change and Drake issued orders that the Meet 
was to weigh with the morning tide. But it w.a.s not to 
he. Ere the desperate signal was floating over the 
Btvewje, a, messenger was standing before Drake an¬ 
nouncing that Norreys was in full retreat on Ca.scaes.^ 

Tho expedition from which Elizabeth’s soldiers had 
hoped so much had failed. The first of a long procession 
of exasperated officers, they had had to learn what good 
allies of the enemy were the apathy and suspicion of 

^ Drake’s answer to flic charges, ,V. P. fl. Elh. ce.xxvii. f. 35. 



SIR J'-RAACI^ JJRAKil 


r'ir,vr. 


186 


tlie Portuguese. Though they Iiad marched triumpliantly 
through Torre.s Vedras to the gates of Lisbon, with 
everything falling back before tliora; though for three 
day.s they had oocuined the suburbs of the ca 2 )ital in 
spite of every attempt of the garrison and the galleys to 
dislodge them j thongh at the entreaty of Don Antonio 
they had not stolen so much as a groat or a kiss, not a 
man had come to the Pretender’s standard. Li.shon had 
refused to ojien its gatc.s, Drake had not come with the 
guns and stores, the heat was making havoc in the 
disease-stricken ratdes, and Norreys had resolved in deep 
disgu.st to pass on to the third part of tho enterprise. 
As far as St. .Tnlian’s he was followed by a strong 
Spanish force proclaiming loudly, but at a T'cspectful 
distance, that they bad driven the English from tho 
■walls of Lisbon. Then all the Imight-errantiy of these 
old-world soldiers burst out in chivalrous excess. “ Black 
John ” sent a trumpet on tho S 2 )ot to the Spanish com¬ 
mander giving him tho lie direct and challenging him 
to fight, army to army; the passionate Essex defied him 
to single combat or a party of ten to ton; and on tho 
mori'ow at daybreak to make good their Avords they 
marched their broken forces hack to tljo ground tlicy had 
named,—to find nothing more valorous than a hastily- 
doserted camp. 

Meanwhile Drake Avas garnering a h.arvost of j)rizo.s. 
In less than a Aveek he had caijtnrcd sixty sail of fine 
ScandiiiaAnan vessels Avhich in siiito of Elizabeth's Avarning 
Avere carrying contraband of war to Lisbon. On those 
all that disease and Avounds had left of the army Avere 
embarked, and the Dutch shijjpors dismissed Avith an 
offer of corn for their pains. Noav, too, arrived the 
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reserve of victuals wliich the two generals had wrung 
from Elizabeth, and with it, to temper tlieir satisfaction, a 
roj-al letter breathing such fury at their departure from 
her absurd instructions, and such peremptory resentment 
against Essex and Williams that it was thought wise to 
send the truants home before the voyage to the Azores 
was comniGnced. 

On June 8th the fleet sailed to play its last card. 
The weather was still so unsettled that alternative in¬ 
structions had to be issued fixing the rendezvous at Vigo 
or the Azores according as the wind fell .south or north. 
On the second day out the wind dropped altogether aud 
the fleet found itself becalmed oft' Cape de Espichel. 
Some twenty galleys w'hich had come out of the Tagus 
to watch the retreat now plucked up heart to attack, 
and before the battle-.ships could be towed to the 
rescue they had cut off four stragglers. Although they 
attempted nothing more it was but the first-fiuit of dis¬ 
aster. For 110 sooner did the wind .spring np than it 
rapidly developed into a southerly gale and scattered 
the fleet beyond hope. Having endured its fury for a 
whole Aveek Drake, with some three squadrons Avhich he 
had managed to collect, put into Bayona road. Finding 
no one there, he sailed at once for the Azores in search 
of his lost sheep; but hearing next day that Henry 
Norreys Avith his squadron had put into Vigo he re¬ 
turned. Still no tidings could he got of EelvA'ard 
Norreys and the rest, but, as it Avere to keep their hands 
in AA’liile they Avaited, Drake and Sir John Norreys took 
and burnt Vigo. But now so shattered AA'ere the ships 
and so reduced the creAVS—^for the epidemic had never 
ce^md it" virnlouce—that it was elenr n, new resolution 
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Dinst 1)0 iakuu. As it was, tUo expedition was no longer 
fib fur servioo, but unwilling, no^r that lie was in complete 
command of the sea, to abandon the chance of a great 
blow at the Spanish trade, Drake proposed with a score 
of the liest ships and tlio pick of the men to organise 
a cruising squadron and proceed to the Azores while 
Noireys took the rest home. The idea finding favour, 
instructions were given accordingly to ^vuigh at once for 
the Bayona road in order to cai'ry out the reorganisation, 
hut hardly were the anchors uj) than a n’usteiiy gale of 
c.xtiMoi'dinary fury caught the Hoot and tliroatonoil it 
with do.structiou. Though by a magniiicout disjilay 
of soamauship Drake managed to got tJio Imlk of it 
out to sea, the damage done wa.s crushing, and in 
despair ho hold on with his stonn-tom tlock to riyraoutli. 
On duly 1st he staggered into the Hound, and on the 
morrow came Norrey.s in as evil a case as himself. As 
lor the lost squadron it was not heard of for iveeks 
afterwards. But Tliomas Fenner Avas with it ami others 
of Drake’s men. Ho Avhen it did come liack no one was 
snri)ri.sed to hear that it had reached llio Madeira Islands 
and plundered Borto Santo. 



OHAPTEK. XIII 

Tins LAST TREASURE-HUNT 

The Portugal Voj’age marks the decline of Drake's 
star, and yet, when the efl'ect of his Armada is comirared 
with that of Philip’s, it must seem a little strange that 
most of his contemporaries should have considered it so 
great a failure. The Spaniards, as the seamen boasted, 
“did not in all their .sailing round about England so 
much as sink or take one ship, bark, pinnace, or cock¬ 
boat of ours, or even burn so much as one sheepcote on 
this land.” Drake ami Norroys had failed in their 
object too ; the mortality amongst their men had been 
appalling ; hut wheir all was said and done they could 
point with pride to an exploit whioh, ere they had 
taught Europe the rising .strength of England, men 
would have called incredible. In the ten weeks of their 
adventure they had not only destroyed the nucleus of a 
new Armada, hut they had taken and burnt two Spanish 
ports ; they had beaten one army of the King of Spain in 
the field .and had made another run ; they had m.arched 
a week through the heart of his territory; for three 
days they had insulted the gates of his second capital; 
they had captured nearly a hundred sail in his waters j 
and all this in spite of weather, sickness, and politics 
Giiouah to ruin three such expeditions. Sir Eoger 
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'Williams told the Queen the expedition liad done the 
King of Spain more liarm and England more honour, 
service, and safety than all her expenditure in the 
Nothei'lands. But though at first she sent down to her 
two knights a glowing letter of thanks, and told them 
they had done all tliat valour and geiieralship could 
yield, yet she could not forgive them for not having 
wasted more time than they did in the north of Spain. 
Had they heen les.s loyal than they wore to her instrnc- 
tions, there is little doubt, so paralysed was the Spanisli 
power, that the parti.sans of Don Antonio would have 
been aide to deliver Li.shon into Ids hands. Neverthe¬ 
less both generals had to sidnnit to a eourt-martial, and 
though they cleared themselves Drake’s opponents at 
Court who had gained the Queen’s ear condemnod him 
to inactivity. In vain she was urged to loose him on 
the Indies or snd'er him to attack Cadis so soon as the 
galleys wore laid up for the winter. She would not 
listen, and the fruit of his splendid victory at Gravelines 
was allowed to rot away unplucked. 

For the rest of the year Drake was Im.sy winding up 
the accouuts of the voyage and figlitiug his battle at 
Court. The inevitable result was that Philip’s untiring 
persistence began again to be felt, and in the spring 
came fresh rumours of a great hcct gathering at Feri'ol. 
The country grew alarmed, and so serious a panic seised 
Plymouth that the inhabitants began to abandon their 
homes. Drake at once hurried to his house in the town. 
There with his wife and household he quietly took up his 
residence and the panic wa.s instantly allayed.' On the 
top of this new proof of the great admiial’s power the 
1 T.a] '>« J^'v. 1’* 
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Government received information tliat the King of Spain, 
having heard how Drake was in disgrace, was making 
overtures to him to enter his seiwice. The intelligence 
came through Mr. Diehard Drake of Esher, a kinsman 
and warm friend of Sir Francis, and thus may have been 
merely an invention to alarm the Government, so limit¬ 
less was the Elizabethan capacity for intrigue. Still it 
had the de.sired effect. Kichard Drake was an equerry 
in high favour, some of his kinsman’.s Spanish prisoners 
were in his custody, Philip had certainly attempted a 
similar stroke before, anil Sir Francis was promptly 
given the command at Plymouth with orders to place 
the town in a state of defence and prepare with fireships 
and otherw'ise to resist any attempt by the Spaniards to 
retaliate on the western ports.' 

It was hut little consolation j a great e.vpoditiou 
against Panama was in contemplation and Ealeigli had 
obtained the command of it for himself. It wa.s Drake’s 
by right; it had been tlie dream of his life, and it ^vas 
in the deepest mortification that he took xrp hi.s small 
command. But even then his proud spirit had not felt 
the depth of it.s abasement. As it hccaino known that 
the Spanish fleet was destined for Brittany, Drake asked 
to be allowed to attack it as it passed to the oa,stward, 
with the little squadron attached to his command. Even 
that rvas denied him. For .since by the assassiuatioii of 
Henry the Third and the succession of the Huguenot 
king the centre of tlie great struggle had been shifted 
to France, the Queen was content to foster the Protestant 
cause by .sending moiiejf and troops to the assistance of 

1 (S'. P. Dnoi. Elu. cexxxi. 94, Apiil 1590; C'ulc MSS., H.M. C. 
Hep. XII. i. 13 and 14. 
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I-Ieniy of Navarre. Her nary was not permitted to 
complete its confpicsl of tlie seas, and all she would 
sanction ivas that a squadron should ho maintniuod in 
the Atlantic t(j cruise for the Indian treasure-ships. 
At tlie last moment Ealeigh’s commission was revolced, 
his Hoot was ooininitted to Hawkins and Erobislier, and 
Drake had the last mortification of sccniig it depart with 
his rival’s flag floating over the Rnentje. 

That his &clf-eatoom was dccqily and even dangerously 
wounded is certain. For a while ho permitted himself 
to contemplate an extravagant jirojcct for conquering 
the kingdom of Erassil for liim.solf and Don Antonio, 
but the idea iicrishod almost as soon as it was honi.^ 
Impatient and masterful us he liad grown, his )iaturo was 
too great and loyal to revolt or even to sullc under 
royal frowns. In all the ardour with Avlucdi lie had 
plundered and destroyed, ho threw himself into the 
work of making Plymouth the strong navid port of his 
ideal. Not only did ho carry out the works sanctioned 
by the Government, hut almost entirely at his own ex- 
2 )cnsc ho hronglit pure water into the town hy a conduit 
many miles long and constructed flour-mills to provide 
tho fleets with whole.somc and snffieiont hisouit, work.s 
for which hi,s memory is honoured to this day hy a 
yearly ceremony. 

If Drake’s ^irinccly gift to Plymouth had any other 
niotivm than a far-sighted patriotism, it was certainly 
nothing less nohle than a desire to regain tho favour of 
his capricious mistress. Put he was not yet to he forgiven. 
When tho Atlantic squadron came hack from a suc¬ 
cessful hut barren blockade of tho Spanish trade-routes, 
S P Tiom 04 
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Hawkins resigned and Frobisher was transferred to the 
narrow seas, Imt it was not Drake wlio took tlioir place. 
Tlio restless energy for which his work of coast-defence 
was not enongli, ho had to expend upon fitting out a 
privateer squadron and promoting a syndicate to assist 
him with funds. The command, as his favourite captain 
Fenner fell side, ho committed to the adventurous Earl of 
Cumberland with instructions to cruise off the Spanish 
coast on an inner line of blockade, and to intercept 
whatever escaped the Queen’s ships at the Azores. 
For the Atlantic scpiadron, with Lord Thomas 
Howard in command, was again under orders for 
the Western Isles, and this was the immortal cruise 
when the I'evenge was entrusted to Sir Eichard 
Grenville. Who does not know the tale, and whose 
heart will not he moved when he tries to picture 
the injured Admiral as he heard how the ship he loved 
so well had fared? While he was eating out his 
heart between Plymouth and the great country-house 
at Buckland Abbey which Sir Eichard Grenville had 
sold him, the pride of his life—the very embodiment 
as it seemed of his savage creed—had perished in the 
midst of the Spanish fleet fighting for a day and a night 
alone against a navy and dealing destruction around her 
to the last. Of the fifty-three sail she fought, four .she 
sank, and in the cud did not surrender till not a stick 
was standing, till every man, every pike, every barrel of 
powder was spent, and Sir Eichard lay gasping out his 
life in impotent defiance. Even then she was not con¬ 
quered. For true to her name, which to those old 
mariners meant so much, .she went down vdth her prize- 
creu' before sho could be carried into port. A terrific 


o 
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storm the like of which no living man had seen was 
her knell, and about her grave -wore strewed along the 
shores of the Western Isles the wreckage of a hundred 
Spanish ships and three thousand Spanish corpses. “ So 
it pleased them,” Sir Walter Raleigh wrote, “to honour 
the burial of that renowned ship the Bevenge, not suffering 
her to jierish alone for the great honour she achieved in 
her lifetime.” 

It was a loss to Spain hardly less than that which 
the destruction of the Armada inflicted, hut the tragedy 
was not yet at .an end. For as the Bevenge went down 
she seemed to summon Drake to hi.s doom. There was 
felt to bo something ominous in her loss. For so great 
a name had Drake won for lier that .she had been chosen 
as the model for the new ship.s that had been ordered 
after the defeat of the Armada, and this the most 
renowned of all her navy was the only vessel the Queen 
had lost in all the war. By her the shock was deeply 
felt, aud ore she had time to recover from it there fell 
upon her the shadow of a danger greater than any she 
had yet encountered. The old Armada had failed partly 
hocauso the invasion was attempted from a coast so 
dangerous and so hard to reach as that of Flanders, 
and partly from the faulty design of the unwieldy 
’Spanish ships. But now Philip with splendid p,aticnco 
was constructing a new navy on French and English 
lilies, and in Brittany he had secured against his enemy 
an advanced base which was untainted with any of the 
vices of Dunkirk. The danger was plain, great, aud 
imminent, and in the hour of her trouble tho Queen 
remembered the man who had so often filled her purse, 
and had never lost her a ship. For all his long disgrace 
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he was the one figure that stood out in proportions large 
enough to grapple with the peril; and as the summer 
wore away the merchants of Cadiz liegan to whisper 
in alarm that the Dragon was to be unchained once 
inore.^ 

In the autumn Drake was summoned to Court, and 
oncG there ho carried all before him. Ealeigh was 
in di.sgraco, Frolhsher and Lord Thomas Howard paled 
again beside the new-risen sun, and ero long the realm 
was all astir wdth the growth of a Icinglj^ project. In 
February Parliament was .summoned. As soon as it 
met it was asked for a grant of two lumdred thousand 
pounds, and told that if it were voted the Queen 
wa.s resolved to send Drake to sea to encounter the 
Spaniards with a great navy. So unprecedented was 
the sum, however, that the hill met with serious opposi¬ 
tion. The Admiral, who worthily sat for King Arthur’s 
Castle of Tintagell, supported the Government with 
all the weight of his influence and eloquence. He served 
on all the public committees except that to which the 
hill for the suppressioij of the Puritans was referred, 
and on all others where he had a special or local know¬ 
ledge. For the subsidy bill he did his best with a 
speech in which he graphically depicted the horrors of a 
Spanish concpiest, .and after debates which lasted eleven 
days—a very lengthy discussion as things wont then—the 
bill was passed and Drake wa.s at once plunged into a 
mass of business relating to naval affairs and coast- 

* iS'. P. IrolaRcl, "Advice from Spain," June E. 

J/. G. vii. 024a, Ph. Ctawdy to ids brother, December 8tli, 
no year, hut eertainiy 1592 from intonial evidence. Of. Birch, 
JlJomom', i. 90. 
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defunco. But it was all too little to allaj’ the pent-up 
impationco o£ his long disgrace. He could not wait a 
year, perhaps two, till Elizabeth and Pldlip had fully 
armed. Ho was burning to act. Panama, the virgin 
treasure-house of his desire, was still uusaclced. Ealcigh 
had nearly supplanted him, and fi’om the first moment 
he came to Court ho bcgair tempting his mistress again. 
In danuary, I.'iD.I, he presented her with an account of 
lii.s first romantic voyage, when from the little grove 
beside Pizarro’s road ho had scon and desired. But as 
though some proscutimeut of the end hung over her she 
could not bring herself to lot him leiivo her .side, nor 
was it till the .summer of 159-1 that lie jjrevailed. 

Then at last, so magnificent was Philip’.s deliberation, 
Drake por.suadod Elizabeth how easy it Avould be to 
make a dash over the Atlantic for Nomhro de Dios, 
throw a few troops acros.s the I.stlimns to sack Panama, 
and he homo again with all the wealth of Peru before 
the new Armada could sail. It was of course to be 
cpiito a private adventure, but the Queen was to 
provide two-thirds of the capitq,!. The rest was to bo 
underwritten by Drake and Hawkin.s. iSlie was alsi; 
to lend .six ships to escort the tramsports, and as the 
success of the undertaking depended chiefly upon the 
land forces, Drake was authorised to proceed to Holland 
and seek the consent of the States to the recall of the 
English veterans in their service.’ 

His mission was a failure, and it was hut the first of 
a succession of disappointments. Yoioc after voice 

' Umpton’s flespatcli, Murdin, 733, March 20tli, 15SB. 
Burleigh to Sir Rohort Cecil, jSf. K Dorn. Elh., July 21st, 139.1, 

"atiTnjq olco tO loffH’ to tlllQ Vl«l^ 
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teoemed to warn him of liis doom, Ijiit nothing coulrl 
shako his self-confidence. All the winter', from his great 
house hy the Dowgate, which had sheltered so many of 
tlie most famous of English warriors, he struggled witli 
the difficulties that heset his preparations, and as the 
ring of his toil echoed in the ears of Philip’s recruits, 
they deserted hy hundreds, foi- very terror of his coming. 
Lisbon itself was almost stripped of iiihahitants. Ten 
thousand householders fled with tlrcir families in a 
panic, and those that remained sent away their wives 
and goods. The English spies declared lliat Drake’s 
name was more feared in Spain than ever was Talbot’s 
ill France, and from the highest to the lowest there was 
no talk hut of the coming of Drake. ^ At home the 
magic of his name had no less power. Volunteeis flocked 
to his flag in such numbers that he hardly had to pre,?s 
a man, hut for all their etigerncss they were a sorry 
substitute for the tried campaigners of the Low Countries. 
Xor had ho a Norreys to command and discipline. 
The Chickens of Mars had quarrelled with him as 
they quarrelled -nith every one else, and Drake was a 
man even harder to reconcile than tho.se turhnleiit 
knights. Another family, only a degree less renowned, 
supplied their place. The commission of coloncd-gencral 
was given to Sir Thomas Baskerville, the hero of Shiys 
and Bergen-op-Zoom. The first of the famous captains 
that make a halo for the name of Sir Francis Tere, 
at the head of hut one hundred men he already had 
taught eight companies of the Spanish Old Legion 
that they were no longer the finest infantry in the 

‘ Report fi’om Spain, >S, P, D. Cal,, June 9tli, 1595. IlaUiday 
to Burleigh, S. P, Spain, xxx. 5a, irarch IGth, 1095. 
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AFOlid, and during a truce Parma himsself had embraced 
him, proclaiming that no braver soldier served a 
Christian prince. On his staff ■were lii.s brothers 
Arnold and Nicholas, and Sir Nichola.s Clifford was his 
lieutenant—a band worthy to servo under the flag of 
Drake. But as the ontorpri.se grew ripe, the Queen, 
always half frightened at the ungovernable energy of 
her favourite engine, again lost heart, and not content 
with having set the caution of Hawkins to drag upon it, 
in May she refused to let them go at all. The old fatal 
hesitation had once more seized her. For two months 
they were compelled to lie idle cou.suming their resources 
and losing their men, till early in July she had again 
plucked up heart, and they were again told they might 
go. "With twelve chartered merchantmen and the six 
navy ships they at once hurried out of the Tliames to 
join the rest of their squadron at Plymouth, and while 
Hawkins toiled to complete the ships for sea, Drake 
scoured the West Country for supplies to set the force 
on its legs again. By the end of the month they hoped 
to be ready, when into the midst of their final prepara¬ 
tions broke the nows that Penzance was in flames. 
Four Spanish galleys, supported by a fleet of forty sail, 
had suddenly slipped across from Brest to ret.aliate for 
Drake’s insults to the Spanish coast, and while Basker- 
ville flew westward to rally the county levies, Drake 
in a fury dashed out of Plymouth with the ships 
that were ready. It was too late. The Spaniards had 
hoard their terror was at hand, and having destroyed 
a few fishing villages, hurried off faster than they came. 

Stung by the blow the Spaniards had so smartly 
given in their very faces, the admirals wore now' more 



XIII 


I HE LAST VOYAGE 


199 


eager than over for their sailing orders. It \va.s the 
11th before the expected packet came, and Avhen they 
opened it, it was to be astounded with an entire change 
of plan. Instead of making a sadden invasion of the 
Darien province, the 5 '’were ordered first to cruise off 
the Spanish coast for intelligence, then to capture the 
Plate fleet, and finally, before receiving their I'oute, they 
were told they must promise to be back in six months, 
in order to serve against the new Armada. In de.spair 
the admirals protested that they could not go cruising 
or fight a naval action with a fleet of transports, and 
as for promising to be hack by a certain day, it was 
but tempting Providence. They were ready to obey 
the Queen’s orders, they said, but they must have time 
to disband the troops and reorganise the expedition. 
Elizabeth was furious at their perverseness and dis¬ 
loyalty, as she was pleased to consider it; nor is it 
possible to say how long the dead-lock would have 
continued had not news of a disabled treasure-isliip of 
enormous value lying at Puerto Eico suddenly tempted 
the Queen into reason. 

It was already the end of the month. There was no 
time to do all that had been undone, and with but 
twenty-seven sail and only two thousand five himdi-ed 
men they started on the ill-omened voyage. A Spanish 
fleet Avas knoAvn to he out, and so nervous ivas the 
Government about Ireland, that Drake in spite of his 
protests had to open his campaign rvith a reconnaissance 
on the coast of Spain. On his Avay he ivas chased 
by twenty strange sail, but he shoAved them a clean 
pair of heels, and a feAV days later, haA'ing ascertained 
from a frigate of the Earl of Cumberland’s that the 
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Spanish hoot was going home, ho continued his 
voyage lor the Canaries. Drake and JBaskervillc, in 
oouseqironce of the cour.se forced upon them hy tho 
Quoon’.s iustniofcions, had found that it would he necessary 
to laud there to water and refresh the soldiers. Hawkins, 
who les.s niider,stood the nccGs.sitics of a military oxjrcdi- 
tion, violently 02 )poscd Drake’s proposal, and the result 
was a painful scoiio between tho tvro old friends at the 
council table. Tho soldiers, In^revor, por.suadcd them 
to dine together on Hawkins’s flag.sliip next day, and the 
old admiral was brought round to hi.s kiusmau’.s view. 
Four woek.s out, therefore, tho fleet anchored under the 
guns of Las Palmas in the Grand Canary, hut it was only 
for Drake to got his first hint that tho days for his 
daring raids were over. Ever since it had been known 
in iSpaiii that he was again in favour, Philip had been 
busy reinforcing and fortifying his colonial ports, and 
Las Palmas had not been forgotten, To surprise it 
there and then might have boon possible; but Drake 
found the surf too high for a lauding and drew off after 
a three hours’ search in his barge for a practicable beach. 
Baskeiudllc offered to take the place in four days by a 
regular operation, but Drake would not wait. Too 
much time had already been lo.st, and having watered at 
another part of tho island the voyage was next day 
continued acro.ss the Atlantic. 

Two days from their rendezvous at Guadeloupe a 
gale broke up the fleet, hut in spite of it Drake 
managed to get all his squadron safely anchored 
behind Sto. Marie Galaute. Thence he pi’oceedod to his 
well-known anchorage, and there next day Hawkins 
joined him prostrate rvith misfortune. A small ship of 
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his isq^uadron had Leen captured by fire Spaiiisli frigates 
bearing for San Juan do Puerto Itico. The wliole gravity 
of the disaster at once flashed on Drake. He divined 
immediately that the enemy’s scpiadron must bo the 
ships which had been .sent to embark the treasure from 
the disabled galleon, and but for the unfortunate straying 
of the lost tender he knew the whole of them must havo 
fallen into his lap. Now not only had they escaped, hut 
from their prisouer.s the Spaniards would torture the 
secret of his destination. He wa.s for weighing on the 
spot in piu'suit, hut his colleague had lost hi.s nerve. 
The old admiral was ill and anxiou.s, and querulously 
insisted on first cleaning the shi]>s and getting the ])ig 
guns rr]o from the holds into their places, that the fleet 
might bo ready for anything. Then in pity for his old 
friend’s condition Drake did what ho is never recorded 
to have done before,—he gave way. 

Four days they lay getting the fleet into fighting trim, 
and, when at last they sailed, from Giiadeloupe to Tortola 
not a trace of the enemy could he seen. It was clear 
they had reached Sail Juan to reinforce and warn the 
garrison, and unless it could he thrown ofi‘ its guard again 
Drake knew that success was almost impossible. Then 
in the hour of need the spirit of his youth came once 
more .strong upon him j the fleet seemed to grow no more 
cumbrous in his hand than a privateer schooner; and 
falling back on the bewildering tactics of his buccaneering 
days he made it disappear from the seas. In vain the 
Spaniards watched for his coming. Just as twenty years 
ago his two tiny craft lay lost in the creeks of the 
Darien Gulf, so now into the still recesses of the Virgin 
Tab'iifl'' in rO!i,(l‘'t'’n(l'' nnlmnwn bo bad led his whole fleet 
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where none could guess of its existence, and there for some 
days they lay drilling the soldiers and refreshing them 
ashore, while Drake in his barge surveyed for an outlet. 

But for old John Hawkins the change brought no 
relief. Grieving over liis misfortune he was falling 
deeper and deeper into tho clutch of his sickness. He 
was sinking fast when Drake having discovered a secret 
channel to the southward sallied out from his hiding- 
place, and slipping in hchiud the >Spanish scouts appeared 
unannounced before Puerto Eico. 

Sounding as he went, he brought up the fleet to the 
astonishment of the Spaniards in a road where no ships 
had over been seen to anchor, and there tho dying 
admiral breathed his last. His death was perhaps no 
I 0 .SS to tho expedition. It had suffered already severely 
from the caution which grow upon him with age and 
failing health. But if as a fighting admiral his reputation 
rras lower tlian that of others, yet no one could forget that 
it was to him that England owed all that was good in 
her navy, and the gloom which the fine old seaman’s 
death cast over the fleet was still to be deepened. 
As Drake sat at supper that evening on board his flag- 
shij) the Defiance discu.ssing tho forthcoming attack with 
his officers, a round shot crashed throirgh the cabin. 
Drake’s chair was smashed under him; vSir Nicholas 
Clifford, who alone had supported Hawkins in hia fatal 
counsel, was killed on the spot; and a young officer named 
Brute Brown, to whom Drake was particularly attached, 
w'as mortally wounded. It is no wonder that under 
the shadow of these losses the fleet was removed out of 
range, and that nothing further was attempted that 
night. On the morrow, however, Drake again astounded 
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the Spaniards by bringing up his fleet in another un- 
knorvn anchorage close to the torvn and yet masked 
from its guns. He spent the day in his barge 
seeking a weak point to attack, but the result of his 
reconnaissance was only to show how hard a task he 
had before him, and he resolved that night to burn the 
fi'igates which had come for the treasure, that it might 
not escape him while the town was being reduced. In 
joerson he led tlie boats to the month of the harbour, 
and having shown each its station he retired. A 
desperate fight ensued. Again and again the vessels 
were fired, and as often they' were extinguished. At 
last one was fairly in flames, but by its light the garrison, 
reinforced by the newl]f*arrived crews, poured in such a 
murderous fire from the shore that the English ivere 
compelled to retire with heavy'' loss. The failure was 
disastrous; but so far from discouraging Drake, it stung 
him into imrhaps the most daring resolution of his 
adventurous life. Where the boats had failed he knew 
the ships could succeed, and determined to wipe out 
his defeat he made up his mind to carry the whole of 
hi.s warsliips right inside the port, and crush the enemy 
rvith an overwhelming five. To carry out this un¬ 
precedented stroke, during the following morning he 
Avorked the fleet to windrvard and in the afternoon ran 
down free for the mouth of the harbour. Already' it 
had been parti.ally blocked by sinking the great trea.sure- 
galleon, and as the Engli.sh approached, the Spaniards 
Avere seen to scuttle three more vessels at her side. To 
continue his course Avas to wreck the Avhole fleet, and 
Drake was compelled to abandon his splendid attack and 
hear up again for his anchorage. TJnAvilling, hoAvevor, 
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lo abandon the enterprise altogether, on the morrow 
ho made a now reconnaissance; but so greatly had the 
Spaniards hcen ahlo to strengthen the fortifications since 
the arrival of the frigates, that he was convinced the 
capture of the place h}^ land operations was heyoiul the 
power of his wealtoncd force. In vain some of the 
soldiers urged a new attempt. Bold as Dralcc was, none 
knew so well as ho when daring merged into folly. In 
his gasconading way ho told them he cnnld bring them 
to a score of places richer and more easy to take, and 
years ago lieforo irrosolntioii had ruined England’s 
ohanoe he coirld have made good hi.s hoast. The soldiers 
still believed ho could {lerform his jn’omises. And so as 
the evening closed in Hawkins and Cliilbrd were solemnly 
committed to the sea, and under cover of the night, for 
the first time in his life, Drake boro away beaten. 

Perhaps it had been better if he had stayed and 
fought it out. But as his end drew neai’, the scenes of 
his youth seemed to call him with an irresistible voice. 
As he made his hoast to the soldiers there was in his 
mind a day long ago, when he had had his first sight of 
the fabled Indies and vmdor Captain Lovell had lo.st 
his all. Plis life was waning: that day was still un¬ 
avenged j and across the Caribbean Sea Drake led hi.s 
squadron to La Hacha. This time he did not even 
permit the fleet to appear in sight of the threatened 
port. The only efl'ect of his failure seemed to ho to 
produce a distrust of all but the daring shifts on ■which his 
reputation had been founded; and as in his first great 
exploit he had crept with his three boats into Nomhre de 
Dios, so now from Ca 2 )e de la Vela he sent his flotilla to 
steal alonn the coast and .surprise La Hacha. But it was 
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110 cil&e for stirpriso. On Ins ariival the following flay 
w'itli the fleet, lie found his troops in nnopposed posses¬ 
sion of a town deserted and stripped bare. He seized 
the iieighhoiiriiig pearl-fi.shery, but that was bare too, 
and for a week no offer of ransom came. At last he 
agreed to accept thirty thousand ducats, but when at 
the end of another week the pearls in which payment 
was to bo made arrived, they were found to be un¬ 
conscionably over-valued. Aihtli a magnanimity almost 
quixotic, Drake refused to touch a pebble, and instead 
of keeping what he had got and demanding more, he 
chivalrously gai'e the envoys four hours to clear tlicm- 
Hclves and their treasure. Not another ducat did he get. 
lie had yet to learn a now lesson, and find how little a 
roving force like his can do against a great empire 
resolute not to ransom open towns. The governor 
had arrived, and refused so much as to discuss the 
question. On the morrow Baskerville burnt an inland 
village. It had no efiect, and next day Drake fired the 
town, as well as the rnneheria of the pearl-fishers and 
all their boats. Thus he took his long-deferred revenge 
upon La Haclia; hut, true to his simple creed, he would 
not siilfor a hand to be laid upon the church, and with 
a touch of that gentleness that gilds with knightly grace 
his most savage devastations, he spared from the flames 
the house of a lady who begged his mercy. At Santa 
Marta, farther to the westward, the same scene was 
played j and on Christmas Day, with the smoke of the 
burning settlement rising behind him, he bore away 
for Nombre do Dios. 

Hero, too, the town was found deserted by its in¬ 
habitants, and was occupied almost without resistance. 
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At the first sign of their approach the governor had 
fallen Iniclc to Panama, and withont losing an hour 
Baskerville started in pursuit with seven hundred and 
fifty men. It was all that .sickness and c.asualties had 
left available for the .service, for it woxdd seem to have 
been Drake’s intention to ascend the Chagres river rvitli 
another column. For throe day.s, liowovor, he remained 
where ho xvas, to search for buried treasure and to fire 
the town. Thi.s done ho prepared to weigh, but ere 
the anchors were up there came flying through the 
blackened ruins of the Panama gate a message of 
cli,saster. Baskerville was in full retreat on the ships, 
hurled hack from impa-ssahlo introuchments. 

Then it rvas that the undaunted heart began to wax 
cold. The jovial face grow sombre. The cheery smile, 
to which his men had ever been accustomed to look for 
light in the darkest hours, had faded, and failure began 
to haunt him, as he recognised how the terror of his 
name had changed the Indies. The seas wore deserted, 
the ports bristled with guns, and feverish wakefulness had 
suppl.anled the old dreamy security. Yet not a word of 
doubt was .suffered to pass his lips. “ It matters not, 
man,” he would cry to any croaker that repined, “ God 
hath many things in store for us ■ and I know many 
means to do Her Majesty good service, and to make us 
rich: for we must have gold before we see England.” 
Ho called his council of war together, and showed them 
on the map Trnxillo, the famous port of Honduras, and 
the El Dorado, whore the golden towns lay clustered 
around the Lake of Nicaragua. He asked which they 
xvould have, aud stout-hearted Sir Thomas Baskerville 
cried “Bnthl” So it wa'’ pa^olved without more ado. 
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All the Spanish shippinij in the port was given to the 
flames, and thus, still maidriug with fire the road to his 
grave, and abandoning himself to the old adventurous 
dreams of his boyliood, he led his desperate treasure- 
seekers across the Mosquito Gulf. 

It was a quest as wild as any his buoyant jmuth had 
dared. He knew no more of what lay before him than 
what the ill-drami maps revealed, nor had he now the 
high spirits that were wont to make a sport of danger. 
Damped with failure, and in cold blood, he was bent on 
saving his reputation or dying with it. Tlic very hand 
of God .seemed to wave him back as he struggled westward 
against contrary wind.s, until so foul and boisterous grew 
the weather that, driven at last into the depth of the 
Gulf, ho had to take shelter behind a desert island called 
Escudo de Veragua. In all the Indies no .spot displayed 
in fouler guise the black side of the western paradise. 
The radiant tropic growth of flower and palm invited 
the sick to seek recovery upon the putrid soil beneath, 
and as the boats bore them into the fairy creeks loath¬ 
some reptiles started from a slime that reeked of death. 
But Drake would not give way. Day after day he 
clnug under the lee of the deadly shore hoping each 
hour for a wind to carry him on. With his eyes still 
bent fomvard ho kept the men busy setting up the pinnaces 
which would he required to ascend the San Juan river, 
that the delay might not he lost time. But day after 
day tire wind continued foul, and with each returning 
dawn new victims sank in the poisonous air. Drake 
himself was stricken with dysentery, hut still he strove 
against his fate till he had no strength to leave his 
cabin. Nor was it till his siclmess had imprisoned him a 
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week that ho consented to weigh and lot God take him 
where Ilo would. But it wa.s 2 iow too late. He had 
drunk too dco]) of the island’s breath. lie had 
defied his fate too long. As the fleet sped hade east¬ 
ward the pestilence ran I’iot through tlio sliips, and tlie 
Admiral lay still and conquered in his bed. Brolceu in 
sjjirit he could not .shake ort' the di.sea.se, and when, after 
a week’s tempestnou.s voyage, the licet ancliored oil' Puerto 
Bello, ho was lying speechless at death’s door. But 
it was tiot tints a .soul so stnhhorii could puss away. 
It wa.s the 28th of Jamiaiy" 1590, and a.s the dawn of 
his last day lirokc a dcliriinn seized him. He rose from 
liis bed and clothed liintself, calling like a dying Yikiiig 
for his arms, and raving in words none cared to record. 
Yet we can hear him railing at traitors who had stolen 
his life with poi.son, and see in liis last frenzy the origin 
of those envenomed rumours that whispered of foul play. 
His fury past they led him hack to bed, and there at last 
as quiet as ii .slcopijig child the sea-king died. 

In the tine roadstead of the newly-founded port the 
fleet cast anchor, and a.s the news spread from ship to 
ship the first desire of all was to Inmy home as ho,st 
they could like sheep that have lost their shepherd. Of 
continuing the venture thcro wa,s not a thought, save to 
seize the half-huilt settlement for a Imriit sacrifice to 
grace the burial of the dead commander. On the morrow 
the last rites were jiorformcd. Enclosed in a leaden coffin 
the body was carried a league to sea, and there in sight 
of the spot where his fimt victory had boon celebrated, 
amidst a lament of trnmpote and the thunder of camion, 
the sea received her own again. At his side were sunk 
two of his .ships for which there was no longer need and 
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all liis last-talcQii prizes, and for a pall ho had the smoke 
of tlie latest fort which his life-long enemy had raised 
against him. So the fleet went its waj", and left him 
lying like a Viking dead and alone amidst his trophies 
on the scone of hi.s earlie.st trinmph and his la.st defeat. 

At home, while the weed waved over that .silent re.stiiig- 
plaee, every dockyard was noi.sy with hum and clatter 
of .shipwrights as tlie groat fleet grew and gathered, and 
while tho iSpanisli Indies made high holiday over the 
Di'agon’ri fall, England in busy anticipation watched 
vainly westward. The arm for which she was forging 
the mighty -weapon was never to wield it. To such a 
supreme effort Drake had toiled to spur her through 
long j'ears of labour with his life in his hand, too often 
with a rope round his neck ; and now on the eve of 
accomplishing hi.s life’s work he -ivas dead like a sick girl 
of an inglorious death. Others were to reap where ho 
had sowed, and h.ands unfit were to prove the hero’s 
sword. In their eager grip it hit deep and hard, the 
giant reeled with a gaping wound in his .side, but then 
the sine-ws of his assailants failed and he arose again 
dogged and huge and terrible still. 


THE END 


PrinUd hy R. S’ R. Clabk, Edifd'urs/:. 



